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Gutierrez, Raul

From: Breaux, Brian W MVN <Brian.W.Breaux@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 9:51 AM
To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum,

Kyle; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti;
Pfeffer, Stephen D MVN; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick
Subject: RE: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Jacqueline,

Is the pine composition strictly volunteers; i.e., no pines were planted as a soft mast component? Are the pines limited
to the edges of the site and adjoining seed sources? What percentage of pines are there on the site? What is the
practicability of limiting the percent composition of pine to anything less than the surrounding forest? Do you alter the
species composition as adaptive management to accommodate an increased pine component? These are factors that
should be considered.

That being said, since the site was approved as a BLH and not a mixed pine-hardwood habitat, | would suggest that the
composition should be limited to less than 5% pine.

Brian

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 8:53 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Breaux, Brian
W MVN; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Pfeffer, Stephen D
MVN; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: RE: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Does anyone have any ideas?

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN
Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:22 PM





To: Pennington, Dana; 'Abernathy, Lisa '; Archer, Brenda; Balkum, Kyle; '‘Breaux, Brian'; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John;
Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; 'Pfeffer, Stephen'; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet,
Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| had a brief meeting with Greg Elliot the owner of the GDE Bank. We have suspended credits because:
1. No monitoring reports were provided

2. There were too many volunteer pines and Tallow on the site.

3. There were "fire lanes" but this is a bottomland hardwood bank.

4. There were ponds

5. Etc.

The letter that was sent is attached.

Attached are a few photos. Please read his e-mail below and provide some feedback about the percentage of pines that
would be acceptable in your point of view. Any other comments/information would be welcome.

CEMVN has not finished looking at the information that was submitted for the JD. | will get that to you as soon as | can.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 8:00 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes

Ms. Jacqueline,

| have contracted Templin Forestry to plant the subject 3 lanes in hardwood seedlings that we discussed last
Wednesday. This should be done in the next week.

Also, | have discussed removing some of the volunteer pine that are mixed in the hardwood plant with several forestry

contractors. Once the JD is determined | would ask the IRT to provide me an acceptable percent of pine per acre for the
GDE Mitigation Bank? At that time | will start work to comply with maximum pine per acre for the mitigation bank. Any
hack and spray work would not be done until early fall or when the sap begins to drop in the trees.
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| look forward to finalizing the JD determination and all fulfilling all other concerns you had to allow credits sales to be
re-instated.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International (r)

Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com <mailto:greg@workstrings.com>
website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Monday, August 08, 2016 12:58 PM

Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,
Richard; Howard, Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre,
John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

GDE Information needed #1

Exhibit 01 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of GDE Mitigation
Bank.pdf; Exhibit 02 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of GDE
Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 03 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of
GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; 2016-6-24, McGlone letter to MVN-OC (encls 12 exhibits), in re response
to Corps re-assessment of GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; 2016-7-12, Kean Miller Law to MVN-OC encls
McGlone 6-24-16 letter and 12 exhibits, in re GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf

Follow up
Completed

Fellow IRT Members:

Please look at the attached from GDE sponsor. | will be sending you additional e-mails to get you the entire package

etc.

Jacqueline R. Farabee
Environmental Resources Specialist
Special Projects and Policy Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2014 9:01 AM
To: Abernathy, Lisa; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt;
Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: CEMVN Response to AMP for GDE Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: document2014-10-20-083712.pdf; 7-17-14 signed Harrison response Itr .pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

This is for your records.

Jacqueline Farabeee
Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed
to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Monday, October 20, 2014 8:59 AM

To: 'Elliott, Greg'

Cc: 'Russell Walters'

Subject: CEMVN Response to AMP for GDE Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

This is the CEMVN response to the Adaptive Management Plan dated September 29, 2014, that was submitted by
Russell Walters of JM Burguieres Co. LTD. | am copying Mr. Walters since he submitted the information.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabeee
Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed
to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation





From: Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2014 8:37 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: See Attached

Document Attached

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:23 PM
To: Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Breaux, Brian W MVN;

Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti;
Pfeffer, Stephen D MVN; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick
Subject: FW: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)
Attachments: 9-18-12 Noncompl letter-GDE.pdf; DSC00059.JPG; DSC00052.JPG; DSC00050.JPG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| had a brief meeting with Greg Elliot the owner of the GDE Bank. We have suspended credits because:
1. No monitoring reports were provided

2. There were too many volunteer pines and Tallow on the site.

3. There were "fire lanes" but this is a bottomland hardwood bank.

4. There were ponds

5. Etc.

The letter that was sent is attached.

Attached are a few photos. Please read his e-mail below and provide some feedback about the percentage of pines that
would be acceptable in your point of view. Any other comments/information would be welcome.

CEMVN has not finished looking at the information that was submitted for the JD. | will get that to you as soon as | can.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 8:00 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes

Ms. Jacqueline,

| have contracted Templin Forestry to plant the subject 3 lanes in hardwood seedlings that we discussed last
Wednesday. This should be done in the next week.





Also, | have discussed removing some of the volunteer pine that are mixed in the hardwood plant with several forestry

contractors. Once the JD is determined | would ask the IRT to provide me an acceptable percent of pine per acre for the
GDE Mitigation Bank? At that time | will start work to comply with maximum pine per acre for the mitigation bank. Any
hack and spray work would not be done until early fall or when the sap begins to drop in the trees.

| look forward to finalizing the JD determination and all fulfilling all other concerns you had to allow credits sales to be
re-instated.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International (r)

Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com <mailto:greg@workstrings.com>
website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Ettinger, John

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:31 PM

To: Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: Fw: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 9-18-12 Noncompl letter-GDE.pdf; DSC00059.JPG; DSC00052.JPG; DSC00050.JPG

| can handle this one, if okay with you.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:22:55 PM

To: Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Breaux, Brian W MVN; Davis, Chris;
Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Pfeffer, Stephen D MVN;
Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| had a brief meeting with Greg Elliot the owner of the GDE Bank. We have suspended credits because:
1. No monitoring reports were provided

2. There were too many volunteer pines and Tallow on the site.

3. There were "fire lanes" but this is a bottomland hardwood bank.

4. There were ponds

5. Etc.

The letter that was sent is attached.

Attached are a few photos. Please read his e-mail below and provide some feedback about the percentage of pines that
would be acceptable in your point of view. Any other comments/information would be welcome.

CEMVN has not finished looking at the information that was submitted for the JD. | will get that to you as soon as | can.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 8:00 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes

Ms. Jacqueline,





| have contracted Templin Forestry to plant the subject 3 lanes in hardwood seedlings that we discussed last
Wednesday. This should be done in the next week.

Also, | have discussed removing some of the volunteer pine that are mixed in the hardwood plant with several forestry

contractors. Once the JD is determined | would ask the IRT to provide me an acceptable percent of pine per acre for the
GDE Mitigation Bank? At that time | will start work to comply with maximum pine per acre for the mitigation bank. Any
hack and spray work would not be done until early fall or when the sap begins to drop in the trees.

I look forward to finalizing the JD determination and all fulfilling all other concerns you had to allow credits sales to be
re-instated.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International (r)

Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com <mailto:greg@workstrings.com>
website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 1:05 PM
To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal; Gutierrez, Raul;

Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet,
Sharon; Pitre, John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie
Subject: GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps
Attachments: Exhibit 9.pdf; 5-6-16 USFWS_ Information request to GDE MB Sponsor.pdf; 5-5-16 EPA_
Information request to GDE MB Sponsor.pdf; 5-11-16 LDWF Information request to GDE MB
Sponsor.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

IRT Members:

Attached is a document (1.5 pages) as sent by the Sponsor of the GDE MB, titled "Ecological Functional Assessment as a
Result of the High Fence Enclosure for GDE Investments Mitigation Bank". Please review this document and let me
know if you feel it supplies you with the information you feel is necessary to review the GDE Mitigation Bank. As stated
in our May 2, 2016, e-mail to the IRT the Corps has been requesting additional information for the review of this
mitigation bank. | have attached your responses to my e-mail asking what information you would like requested for
your review of this bank as well as your replies. If you feel that this document does or does not adequately address the
information that you would like to see please let me know.

If you could respond to me by Monday May 23, 2016, that would be helpful as | am trying to prepare a letter to be sent
to the Sponsor for next week.

Thanks again for your coordination efforts

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 2:28 PM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 10-20-14 signed Response Itr to the AMP-GDE .pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Andrew:

| was out of the office for several days and am catching up on my correspondence so | wanted to respond to your e-
mails.

| have attached the CEMVN response letter to the 9-29-14 adaptive management plan (AMP) that was submitted to this
office. The letter states that although several compliance issues exist the existence of a game fence surrounding portions
of the bank must be resolved by the methods stated in the referenced letter. Should we reach a point where this issue
is resolved by the options listed in the 10-20-14 letter then we would begin to look more closely at an AMP. Please note
the AMP that submitted does not contain all information that should be provided in such a document (such information
was included in previous CEMVN correspondence).

We appreciate your invitation but must decline at this time.

Jacqueline Farabeee
Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed
to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 9:15 AM

To: Kyle Balkum; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Madeline Ahlgren; Andrew J. Harrison

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Team, the invitation for a site visit is not limited to the end of this year. We just want to provide everyone an
opportunity to see areas before and after and the operation in progress.

Many thanks.





Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com <mailto:ajh@harrisonlawllc.com>
An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Kyle Balkum [mailto:kbalkum@wilf.la.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:22 AM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Andrew,

| really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, | will not be able to
squeeze it into my schedule. | certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.





Thanks again for your offer.

-Kyle

Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808

225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov <mailto:kbalkum@wilf.la.gov>

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the Adaptive
Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion and, prior to completing the
project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and observe the ongoing operations. Though a
final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes
both before and after implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let me know of any
dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew





Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380
ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Kyle Balkum <kbalkum@wilf.la.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:22 AM

To: ‘Andrew J. Harrison'; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil);
seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul

Cc: Madeline Ahigren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Andrew,

| really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, | will not be able to
squeeze it into my schedule. | certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.

Thanks again for your offer.
-Kyle

Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808
225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the Adaptive
Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion and, prior to completing the
project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and observe the ongoing operations. Though a
final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes
both before and after implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let me know of any
dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380





ajh@harrisonlawllc.com
An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited
and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Andrew J. Harrison <ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 3:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Jacqueline thanks. We were just trying to offer everyone an opportunity to see this work in operation.

Thanks.
Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820

Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 2:28 PM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE
Andrew:

| was out of the office for several days and am catching up on my correspondence so | wanted to respond to your e-
mails.





| have attached the CEMVN response letter to the 9-29-14 adaptive management plan (AMP) that was submitted to this
office. The letter states that although several compliance issues exist the existence of a game fence surrounding portions
of the bank must be resolved by the methods stated in the referenced letter. Should we reach a point where this issue
is resolved by the options listed in the 10-20-14 letter then we would begin to look more closely at an AMP. Please note
the AMP that submitted does not contain all information that should be provided in such a document (such information
was included in previous CEMVN correspondence).

We appreciate your invitation but must decline at this time.
Jacqueline Farabeee

Environmental Resources Specialist

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed

to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 9:15 AM

To: Kyle Balkum; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Madeline Ahlgren; Andrew J. Harrison

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Team, the invitation for a site visit is not limited to the end of this year. We just want to provide everyone an
opportunity to see areas before and after and the operation in progress.

Many thanks.

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065
Fax: 225-388-0501
Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com <mailto:ajh@harrisonlawllc.com>





An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Kyle Balkum [mailto:kbalkum@wilf.la.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:22 AM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Andrew,

| really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, | will not be able to
squeeze it into my schedule. | certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.

Thanks again for your offer.

-Kyle

Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808





225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov <mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the Adaptive
Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion and, prior to completing the
project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and observe the ongoing operations. Though a
final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes
both before and after implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let me know of any
dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065
Fax: 225-388-0501
Cell: 225-907-3380
ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member





This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Page | Source of Language from CEMVN Remediation Plan | Response
# of Info Source Comment
source
3 MBI Hard Mast (60% | According to the | Provide CEMVN | Off the 12 monitoring
Ill. Goals & | of total) monitoring report | with details as to | plots a total of 62 hard
Objectives that was received | how this will be mast and 35 soft were
B. Site Dominants on August 21, remediated (an reported. This equates to
Restoration | (70% of hard 2012 the Bank Adaptive Mgmt. 64% hard mast and 36%
mast) (60% of has not achieved | Report). soft mast. Monitoring
70% would the soft mast to plots of 1/50" acre and
equate to hard mast ratio If any actions tree planting spacing of 9’

approximately
42% of the total
plantings)
Willow
Oak
Nuttall
Oak

Co-dominants
(30% of hard
mast) (30% of
70% would
equate to
approximately
21% of the total
plantings)

Overcup
Oak

Sweet
Pecan

Bitter
Pecan

Soft Mast (40%
of total)

Dominants

(60% of soft
mast) (60% of

40% equates to
approximately
24% of the total
plantings)

Sweetgum
American
Elm
Common
Persimmon

as stated in the
MBI and does not
have the
specified
percentages of
hard mast to soft
mast dominants
and co-dominants
that would be
acceptable for the
Bank.

have been taken
to correct this
issue please
provide that
information with
the Adaptive
Mgmt report.

will not allow perfect 60%
hard mast and 40% soft
mast trees to be in each
monitoring plot. As
reported in letter dated
November 27, 2012,
Attachment 1 and 1A
confirmed 60% hard mast
and 40% soft mast trees
were planted in 2007 and
2009. After reviewing all
12 monitor plots it
confirms the required tree
hard to soft mast ratio
was planted as per the
MBI.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Co-dominants
(40% of a
balanced
assemblage of +
5 of the species
below) (40% of
40% equates to
approximately
16%)

Sugarberry

Mayhaw

Red
Mulberry

Bald
Cypress

Honey
Locust

American
Sycamore

Green
Ash

Red
Maple

The above
percentages
were proposed
for plantings
(60:40 ratio of
hard to soft
mast) with the
goal of achieving
a target of 50%
hard mast.

MBI

111.B.2.
Invasive
/Exotic
Vegetation
Control

Invasive/exotic
vegetation, such
as Black willo
(Salix nigra),
privet (Ligustrum
spp) or Chinese
tallow (Triadica
sebifera) in
existing forested
areas will be
treated and
monitored to
prevent re-

The percentage
of exotics on the
site is high and
needs to be
addressed.

An adaptive
management
plan should be
devised and
presented to
CEMVN.

A detailed
adaptive
management plan
should be
developed.

Information on
what action if any
has taken place
thus far.

As stated in letter dated
November 27, 2012, Item
#2, The Chinese Tallow
trees will be chemically
treated by aerial
helicopter spraying once
canopy closure occurs.
The proposed treatment
schedule is as follows:
2007 Plant — Treat Fall
2014

2009 Plant — Treat Fall
2016 or 2017
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

colonization.
The planted sites
will be treated,
on an as-needed
basis, by the use
of mechanical or
chemical or
some
combination
thereof in order
to control
exotic/invasive
species
colonization or
other plant
competition
(approximately
5% or less of the
overstory
vegetation on an
acre-by-acre
basis.

Please Approve the
proposed treatment
plan/schedule for
reducing the
invasive/exotic Chinese
tallow trees to comply
with the MBI?

8-21-12 The monitoring The information Present CEMVN | The tree planting was
Monitoring report results as presented for | with revised copy. | done over 2 planting
Report - section links these plantings Why were the seasons. One
Results information from | should be plantings consideration was to
both the 2007 presented separate? Was avoid a planting failure
planting and the | separately. the 2009 planting | and have to re-plant all
2009 planting in a re-planting due | the acres. A second
some cases. to problems? consideration was to
reduce the amount of
money spent per year or
until some mitigation
income arrived.
All future monitoring
reports will be separate
for 2007 and 2009 tree
planting. The combined
15t monitoring report
covered the 5 year
requirement for the 2012
plant and the 3 year
requirement for the 2009
plant.
8-21-12 This states that Food plots do not | Present CEMVN | The Southern most food
Monitoring there are 9.78 constitute an with an adaptive | plot was planted in the
Report- acres of food acceptable management plan | 2013 planting season.
Observation | plots within the portion of the for these areas. Had | received this
S Bank. It also work plan. These response earlier the
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

states there are
9.95 acres of
food plots on
adjoining planted
areas.

areas should be
removed and
planted with the
species as stated
in the MBI Ill. B.
Site Restoration
Plan.

balance of food plots
would have been planted
in the 2013 planting
season. The remaining
food plots will be planted
in the 2014 planting
season as per the MBI.

8-21-12
Monitoring
Report-Intro

At the time of
planting, fire
lines were
installed along
the edges of the
planted areas for
protection in the
event of wildfire.

These areas
should be
removed and
planted with
appropriate
species as stated
in the MBI.

Present CEMVN
with an adaptive
management plan
for these areas.

These lanes were planted
in the 2013 planting
season.

culverts removed

structures that

8-21-12 Portions of the These ponds Present CEMVN | This southern pond is not
Monitoring mitigation bank should be with an adaptive | located in the mitigation
Report - falls inside a high | removed and management plan | bank acreage. The

Intro fenced area in planted with for these areas. location it exist was never
which the owner | appropriate farmed.
has food plots, species as stated
feeders, and in the MBI. The northern pond will be
ponds for filled and planted when
wildlife. the food plot is planted in

2014.

MBI V. B.2. | For a given The interim Present CEMVN | We propose moving 5 of

Interim planting, a success criteria with additional the 12 monitoring plots to

Success minimum of 300 | dependent on the | plots situated in interior locations to gain

Criteria; seedlings per initial success the interior of the | better overall monitoring

Vegetation | acre must criteria. CEMVN | site. information of the bank.

and survive through may need Once the additional

Vegetative | the end of the additional survey requested acres JD has

Plantings fourth year (i.e. plots to gain been confirmed we can
yr. 5) following | additional choose additional
successful information that monitoring sites.
attainment of better represents
the one-year conditions on the Please approve the
survivorship entire site. moving of the 5
criteria. monitoring sites?

MBI-11l B. 3 | The MBI states Were plugs Provide CEMVN | GDE preparation of the
that internal installed on the with information former rice farm land was
drainage swales | bank? Were and maps performed the same as
will be re- culverts showing the the Lonesome Dove
contoured, plugs | removed? Do any | locations of any Mitigation Bank. The rice
installed, and culverts exist? of these levees were leveled with

a dozer down to the
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

as necessary. were removed or | existing field grade. No
Other culverts existing. plugs were installed and
will be no culverts existed to be
maintained open removed.

and functioning

as necessary.

9 8-21-13 Plot Statistics Please provide Please provide | suggest we discuss this
Monitoring the method of this information to | further with the forester.
Report calculation used CEMVN He states all of this exist

with all variables in the monitoring report.
defined See Sample 1. If 5 sites are moved the
below monitoring report will
require updating. At that
time we can split the 2007
and 2009 plantings into 2
monitoring reports.

10| 7 MBI Reporting
Protocols

11 Corps For the existing Present the Please provide Once the new JD is

issued bank information as information as determined we will
Wetland For the proposed | separate stated. Once comply with this request.
Delineation | addition requests. For CEMVN receives

the proposed and reviews this

addition once we | information we

compare the new | will notify you of

JD with the older | the steps that

JD to compare need to be taken

the wet vs. non- from that point.

wet areas you will

then be asked to

provide an As-

built report

(monitoring

report) for the

proposed

addition.

12 Who will be the If you are not Greg Elliott, land owner,
POC for the going to be the will continue to be the
information and POC then please POC for the MBI
reports to be assign someone Compliance. Kip Manuel
provided? by sending a will continue to manage

statement stating mitigation acreage sales.
they are your
representative
and provide their
contact
information.
13 |7 MBI-VI. A. Visual Please review Use this as a We can discuss further
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Reporting Description this information
Protocols B. Initial and again.
and Interim Success
Monitoring Criteria
Plan C. Continuous
Monitoring
Reports
D. Schedule

guideline for
reports.

after all these other
concerns are agreed
upon.

SAMPLE 1: Plot statistics for Plot number 1

Plot Statistics

Trees per Plot 16
Total trees per acre 800
Planted trees per 200
acre

Percent of Total 25%
Trees

Survival Rate of 37%

Planted trees

Volunteer trees per 600

acre

Percent of total trees | 75%
Exotics per plot 1
Exotics per acre 50
Percent Exotic 6%

# of Species per Plot | 4

Example: Survival rate of trees planted = 37%. Please give a sample calculation with all

variables labeled.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Page | Source of Language from CEMVN Remediation Plan | Response
# of Info Source Comment
source
3 MBI Hard Mast (60% | According to the | Provide CEMVN | Off the 12 monitoring
Ill. Goals & | of total) monitoring report | with details as to | plots a total of 62 hard
Objectives that was received | how this will be mast and 35 soft were
B. Site Dominants on August 21, remediated (an reported. This equates to
Restoration | (70% of hard 2012 the Bank Adaptive Mgmt. 64% hard mast and 36%
mast) (60% of has not achieved | Report). soft mast. Monitoring
70% would the soft mast to plots of 1/50" acre and
equate to hard mast ratio If any actions tree planting spacing of 9’

approximately
42% of the total
plantings)
Willow
Oak
Nuttall
Oak
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(30% of hard
mast) (30% of
70% would
equate to
approximately
21% of the total
plantings)

Overcup
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Sweet
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Soft Mast (40%
of total)

Dominants

(60% of soft
mast) (60% of

40% equates to
approximately
24% of the total
plantings)

Sweetgum
American
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Common
Persimmon

as stated in the
MBI and does not
have the
specified
percentages of
hard mast to soft
mast dominants
and co-dominants
that would be
acceptable for the
Bank.

have been taken
to correct this
issue please
provide that
information with
the Adaptive
Mgmt report.

will not allow perfect 60%
hard mast and 40% soft
mast trees to be in each
monitoring plot. As
reported in letter dated
November 27, 2012,
Attachment 1 and 1A
confirmed 60% hard mast
and 40% soft mast trees
were planted in 2007 and
2009. After reviewing all
12 monitor plots it
confirms the required tree
hard to soft mast ratio
was planted as per the
MBI.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Co-dominants
(40% of a
balanced
assemblage of +
5 of the species
below) (40% of
40% equates to
approximately
16%)

Sugarberry

Mayhaw

Red
Mulberry

Bald
Cypress

Honey
Locust

American
Sycamore

Green
Ash

Red
Maple

The above
percentages
were proposed
for plantings
(60:40 ratio of
hard to soft
mast) with the
goal of achieving
a target of 50%
hard mast.

MBI

111.B.2.
Invasive
/Exotic
Vegetation
Control

Invasive/exotic
vegetation, such
as Black willo
(Salix nigra),
privet (Ligustrum
spp) or Chinese
tallow (Triadica
sebifera) in
existing forested
areas will be
treated and
monitored to
prevent re-

The percentage
of exotics on the
site is high and
needs to be
addressed.

An adaptive
management
plan should be
devised and
presented to
CEMVN.

A detailed
adaptive
management plan
should be
developed.

Information on
what action if any
has taken place
thus far.

As stated in letter dated
November 27, 2012, Item
#2, The Chinese Tallow
trees will be chemically
treated by aerial
helicopter spraying once
canopy closure occurs.
The proposed treatment
schedule is as follows:
2007 Plant — Treat Fall
2014

2009 Plant — Treat Fall
2016 or 2017
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

colonization.
The planted sites
will be treated,
on an as-needed
basis, by the use
of mechanical or
chemical or
some
combination
thereof in order
to control
exotic/invasive
species
colonization or
other plant
competition
(approximately
5% or less of the
overstory
vegetation on an
acre-by-acre
basis.

Please Approve the
proposed treatment
plan/schedule for
reducing the
invasive/exotic Chinese
tallow trees to comply
with the MBI?

8-21-12 The monitoring The information Present CEMVN | The tree planting was
Monitoring report results as presented for | with revised copy. | done over 2 planting
Report - section links these plantings Why were the seasons. One
Results information from | should be plantings consideration was to
both the 2007 presented separate? Was avoid a planting failure
planting and the | separately. the 2009 planting | and have to re-plant all
2009 planting in a re-planting due | the acres. A second
some cases. to problems? consideration was to
reduce the amount of
money spent per year or
until some mitigation
income arrived.
All future monitoring
reports will be separate
for 2007 and 2009 tree
planting. The combined
15t monitoring report
covered the 5 year
requirement for the 2012
plant and the 3 year
requirement for the 2009
plant.
8-21-12 This states that Food plots do not | Present CEMVN | The Southern most food
Monitoring there are 9.78 constitute an with an adaptive | plot was planted in the
Report- acres of food acceptable management plan | 2013 planting season.
Observation | plots within the portion of the for these areas. Had | received this
S Bank. It also work plan. These response earlier the

Page 3 of 6






Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

states there are
9.95 acres of
food plots on
adjoining planted
areas.

areas should be
removed and
planted with the
species as stated
in the MBI Ill. B.
Site Restoration
Plan.

balance of food plots
would have been planted
in the 2013 planting
season. The remaining
food plots will be planted
in the 2014 planting
season as per the MBI.

8-21-12
Monitoring
Report-Intro

At the time of
planting, fire
lines were
installed along
the edges of the
planted areas for
protection in the
event of wildfire.

These areas
should be
removed and
planted with
appropriate
species as stated
in the MBI.

Present CEMVN
with an adaptive
management plan
for these areas.

These lanes were planted
in the 2013 planting
season.

culverts removed

structures that

8-21-12 Portions of the These ponds Present CEMVN | This southern pond is not
Monitoring mitigation bank should be with an adaptive | located in the mitigation
Report - falls inside a high | removed and management plan | bank acreage. The

Intro fenced area in planted with for these areas. location it exist was never
which the owner | appropriate farmed.
has food plots, species as stated
feeders, and in the MBI. The northern pond will be
ponds for filled and planted when
wildlife. the food plot is planted in

2014.

MBI V. B.2. | For a given The interim Present CEMVN | We propose moving 5 of

Interim planting, a success criteria with additional the 12 monitoring plots to

Success minimum of 300 | dependent on the | plots situated in interior locations to gain

Criteria; seedlings per initial success the interior of the | better overall monitoring

Vegetation | acre must criteria. CEMVN | site. information of the bank.

and survive through may need Once the additional

Vegetative | the end of the additional survey requested acres JD has

Plantings fourth year (i.e. plots to gain been confirmed we can
yr. 5) following | additional choose additional
successful information that monitoring sites.
attainment of better represents
the one-year conditions on the Please approve the
survivorship entire site. moving of the 5
criteria. monitoring sites?

MBI-11l B. 3 | The MBI states Were plugs Provide CEMVN | GDE preparation of the
that internal installed on the with information former rice farm land was
drainage swales | bank? Were and maps performed the same as
will be re- culverts showing the the Lonesome Dove
contoured, plugs | removed? Do any | locations of any Mitigation Bank. The rice
installed, and culverts exist? of these levees were leveled with

a dozer down to the
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

as necessary. were removed or | existing field grade. No
Other culverts existing. plugs were installed and
will be no culverts existed to be
maintained open removed.

and functioning

as necessary.

9 8-21-13 Plot Statistics Please provide Please provide | suggest we discuss this
Monitoring the method of this information to | further with the forester.
Report calculation used CEMVN He states all of this exist

with all variables in the monitoring report.
defined See Sample 1. If 5 sites are moved the
below monitoring report will
require updating. At that
time we can split the 2007
and 2009 plantings into 2
monitoring reports.

10| 7 MBI Reporting
Protocols

11 Corps For the existing Present the Please provide Once the new JD is

issued bank information as information as determined we will
Wetland For the proposed | separate stated. Once comply with this request.
Delineation | addition requests. For CEMVN receives

the proposed and reviews this

addition once we | information we

compare the new | will notify you of

JD with the older | the steps that

JD to compare need to be taken

the wet vs. non- from that point.

wet areas you will

then be asked to

provide an As-

built report

(monitoring

report) for the

proposed

addition.

12 Who will be the If you are not Greg Elliott, land owner,
POC for the going to be the will continue to be the
information and POC then please POC for the MBI
reports to be assign someone Compliance. Kip Manuel
provided? by sending a will continue to manage

statement stating mitigation acreage sales.
they are your
representative
and provide their
contact
information.
13 |7 MBI-VI. A. Visual Please review Use this as a We can discuss further
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Reporting Description this information
Protocols B. Initial and again.
and Interim Success
Monitoring Criteria
Plan C. Continuous
Monitoring
Reports
D. Schedule

guideline for
reports.

after all these other
concerns are agreed
upon.

SAMPLE 1: Plot statistics for Plot number 1

Plot Statistics

Trees per Plot 16
Total trees per acre 800
Planted trees per 200
acre

Percent of Total 25%
Trees

Survival Rate of 37%

Planted trees

Volunteer trees per 600

acre

Percent of total trees | 75%
Exotics per plot 1
Exotics per acre 50
Percent Exotic 6%

# of Species per Plot | 4

Example: Survival rate of trees planted = 37%. Please give a sample calculation with all

variables labeled.
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From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

To: "Balkum, Kyle"; "Bordelon, Seth"; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis. Dawn - NOAA Federal; "Gutierrez, Raul"; "Hartman
Richard"; "Kitto, Alison"; Mallarch. Troy; “"Marceaux. Josh"; "Maryman, Joe"; "Pecquet. Sharon"; "Pitre, John ";
"Templet, Kelley"; "Weigel, Matt"; "Williams, Patrick"; "Zumo. Stephanie"

Subject: GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 1:01:00 PM
Attachments: Exhibit 9.pdf

5-6-16 USFWS__Information request to GDE MB Sponsor.pdf
5-5-16 EPA_ Information request to GDE MB Sponsor.pdf
5-11-16 LDWF Information request to GDE MB Sponsor.pdf

IRT Members:

Attached is a document (1.5 pages) as sent by the Sponsor of the GDE MB, titled "Ecological Functional
Assessment as a Result of the High Fence Enclosure for GDE Investments Mitigation Bank". Please review this
document and let me know if you feel it supplies you with the information you feel is necessary to review the GDE
Mitigation Bank. As stated in our May 2, 2016, e-mail to the IRT the Corps has been requesting additional
information for the review of this mitigation bank. | have attached your responses to my e-mail asking what
information you would like requested for your review of this bank as well as your replies. If you feel that this
document does or does not adequately address the information that you would like to see please let me know.

If you could respond to me by Monday May 23, 2016, that would be helpful as | am trying to prepare a letter to be
sent to the Sponsor for next week.

Thanks again for your coordination efforts

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.
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Exhibit 9

Ecological Functional Assessment as a Result of the High Fence Enclosure for
' GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

April 12, 2016

To whom it may concern,

As part of the functional reassessment of the GDE Investments Mitigation Bank, the high fence
(8') enclosure is being factored into the total ecological description of the bank. Since the
Charleston Method of credit calculation doesn't adequately cover the installation of a high
fence, it was determined that a brief summary of positives and negatives of the fence would be
appropriate. It isimportant to note that the easement on the property is in perpetuity, while
the high fence will only be there for a limited number of years,

After authorization from the CEMVN in 2007 the high fence was installed along portions of the
perimeter and interior of the Bank to form an enclosure that could be used to more intensively
manage wildlife. Both to dissuade unwanted species such as feral hogs and coyates from
gaining entry, and to attempt to keep whitetail deer inside the fenced area. The &' fence helps
contain the deer, but it is well known that some deer can and will jump an 8' fence. Both to
escape and to get inside - especially during the breeding period known as the "rut". Feral hogs
and their well documented fecundity and subsequent ecological destruction have been active in
several areas that border the GDE Investments mitigation bank and throughout Louisiana (La.)
and other neighbaoring states, especially Texas. In 2015 the Federal Government through
Senator Vitter’s office awarded money to the state of La. to combat their feral hog issue.
Attempts to trap the hogs out of these areas have proven unsuccessful. Much like the Banks
Farm Mitigation Bank in Richland Parish, the GDE investments Mitigation Bank high fence has
proven extremely successful in keeping feral hogs off the property. Coyotes are the number
one predator of whitetail fawns throughout the southeast US. The high fence helps to keep
predation numbers down, especially from coyotes. The fenced area is not without predators,
and since a bobhcat can easily climb the fence, they enter and exit "at will", Muitiple employees
and the bank owner have witnessed bobcats scaling the fence with ease.

The biodiversity inside the fenced area is an oasis compared to the monocultural pine forests
that surround it on both public and private lands. The sheer number of wading birds, raptors
(osprey, accipiters, kites, and harriers), and song birds that are readily witnessed is in stark
contrast to the ecologically barren tracts of land that surround the Bank. The song birds rely
heavily on the fence for staging. Bald eagles were never seen before in this area. Now they are
common with staggered aged juveniles indicating at least one local breeding pair near the GDE
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bank. Small game speciés are also more abundant due to the amount and diversity of forage
along with the reduction of apex predators such as the coyote. Rabbits can readily enter or exit
through the fence and turkey have enjoyéd the heavy ground cover for their nesting as well as
the reduced pressure from predators. Since there are no black bear in this part of the state,
there are no corridors that are being created to ensure their ability to move between the
various bear populations.

Specific to the deer herd, the deer inside the enclosure are actively managed with a
predetermined number of deer removed from the herd each year. These deer breed under
natural conditions with no "breeder pens". The deer that are harvested are selected based on
age class and quality. The deer herd is kept below the carrying capacity of the land. This is
proven out with browse surveys. Anecdotally speaking, the "piney woods" deer outside the
fence are notoriously poor and carry very low body fat during the winter. The deer harvested
inside the fence always have a healthy layer of body fat and a greater overall appearance.

Given the poor quality of browse and biodiversity outside the enclosure on both public and
private land, there are no negative effects of the high fence on the surrounding area. Since
there is no other high fences within 10 miles of the GDE bank the home range of larger
mammals in not affected. If the high fence were removed, the area would quickly and
completely be degraded by hogs, coyotes, and poachers. Poachers would likely have a huge
negative impact on the flora (purposely started forest fires) as well as the fauna. All species
would suffer from this action.

In summary there should be no reduction in the 280 credits located inside the fence of the GDE
Bank due to the high fence.

Very Respectfully,

oo D)

Josh McDaniel - GDE Bank Manager/Professional Wetland Scientist
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From: Bordelon. Seth

To: Earabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Raul Gutierrez; Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov; Maryman, Joe; Matthew Weigel
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Date: Friday, May 06, 2016 12:14:15 PM

Jacqueline,

We definitely support having the sponsor submit a revised prospectus with the additional information described in
your original email, as well as that provided by Raul in his response shown below. We believe that the sponsor
should also include a detailed discussion of the potential effects of the existing high fence, whether/how it may be
modified to reduce impacts to terrestrial wildlife, and the extent to which it would limit the potential to achieve the
full suite of ecological benefits (and associated wetland mitigation credits) typically attainable at such sites.

We will provide additional comments in response to the prospectus. Thanks.

Seth Bordelon

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Louisiana Ecological Services Office

(337) 291-3138

seth_bordelon@fws.gov <mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov>

On Thu, May 5, 2016 at 10:18 AM, Gutierrez, Raul <Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov <mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov> >
wrote:

In addition to the information requested below, | would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots,
shooting lanes, fence ROW, etc.)

- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve
the planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of the
site.

- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267
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From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil

<mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil> ]
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wilf.la.gov <mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov> >; Bordelon, Seth
<seth_bordelon@fws.gov <mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov> >; Cheatwood, Twyla <twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov
<mailto:twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov> >; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov
<mailto:dawn.davis@noaa.gov> >; Gutierrez, Raul <Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov <mailto:Gutierrez. Raul@epa.gov>
>: Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov <mailto:Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov> >; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov <mailto:Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov> >; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov
<mailto:troy.mallach@la.usda.gov> >; Marceaux, Josh <joshua_marceaux@fws.gov
<mailto:joshua_marceaux@fws.gov> >; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wIf.la.gov <mailto:jmaryman@wlf.la.gov> >;
Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov <mailto:Sharon.pecquet@la.gov> >; Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov
<mailto:john.pitre@la.usda.gov> >; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov <mailto:Kelley.templet@Ia.gov> >;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wIf.la.gov <mailto:mweigel@wlf.la.gov> >; Williams, Patrick
<patrick.williams@noaa.gov <mailto:patrick.williams@noaa.gov> >; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov
<mailto:Stephanie.zumo@la.gov> >

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a
detailed prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to modifications
proposed in conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a detailed
prospectus for the mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT) has the
information necessary to evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d) (2)
Prospectus. The prospectus must provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation bank or
in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The review process
begins when the sponsor submits a complete prospectus to the district engineer. For modifications of approved
instruments, submittal of a new prospectus is not required; instead, the sponsor must submit a written request for an
instrument modification accompanied by appropriate documentation. The district engineer must notify the sponsor
within 30 days whether or not a submitted prospectus is complete. A complete prospectus includes the following
information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu
fee project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed,
including information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned types of
aquatic resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of
the mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information
defining what the Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food plots,
any detailed information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in relation to,
etc), information on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation bank
management plan, as well as a complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate all non-

compliance issues on the site. The request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide such basic
information (including maps, plan view and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a better
understanding of what actually exists and what path forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation
bank or if you would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted.
Also, if you would like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.
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Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.
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From: Gutierrez, Raul

To: Earabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Fontenot, Alison; Seth Bordelon; joshua_marceaux@fws.gov; Joe Maryman; Matthew Weigel
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Date: Thursday, May 05, 2016 10:19:12 AM

In addition to the information requested below, | would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots, shooting
lanes, fence ROW, etc.)

- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve the
planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of the site.
- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wIf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wIf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon
<Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>; Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@Ia.gov>;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>; Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie
<Stephanie.zumo@la.gov>

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a
detailed prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to modifications
proposed in conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a detailed
prospectus for the mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT) has the
information necessary to evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d) (2)
Prospectus. The prospectus must provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation bank or
in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The review process
begins when the sponsor submits a complete prospectus to the district engineer. For modifications of approved
instruments, submittal of a new prospectus is not required; instead, the sponsor must submit a written request for an
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instrument modification accompanied by appropriate documentation. The district engineer must notify the sponsor
within 30 days whether or not a submitted prospectus is complete. A complete prospectus includes the following
information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee
project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed, including
information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned types of
aquatic resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of
the mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information defining
what the Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food plots, any
detailed information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in relation to, etc),
information on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation bank management
plan, as well as a complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate all non-compliance
issues on the site. The request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide such basic
information (including maps, plan view and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a better
understanding of what actually exists and what path forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation bank or
if you would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted. Also, if
you would like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.











From: Matthew Weigel

To: "Bordelon, Seth"; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Raul Gutierrez; Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov; Joe Maryman
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor
Date: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 11:58:56 AM

Attachments: imaqge003.png

Jacqueline,

The information requests made by the Corps, EPA and USFWS appear sufficient to LDWF. We have no additional
requests of the sponsors at this time.

However, since Joe and | have not been involved with the GDE bank and lack history on the issues, it may be
beneficial for us to review some of the more recent correspondence between the sponsor and the Corps.

Once the information/prospectus is provided, we too will provide additional comments.

Thanks for coordinating,
Matt Weigel

42371 Phyllis Ann Drive
Hammond, LA 70403

Phone (985) 543-4777

Habitat Section

This electronic mail transmission may constitute an attorney-client communication that is privileged at law. It is not
intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic mail
transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by reply e-mail, so
that our address record can be corrected. All statements made in this electronic mail transmission are solely the
opinions and advice of the parties involved and should not be construed as statements of law

From: Bordelon, Seth [mailto:seth _bordelon@fws.gov]
Sent: Friday, May 06, 2016 12:11 PM

To: Jacqueline Farabee
Cc: Raul Gutierrez; Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov; Joe Maryman; Matthew Weigel
Subject: Re: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor
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Jacqueline,

We definitely support having the sponsor submit a revised prospectus with the additional information described in
your original email, as well as that provided by Raul in his response shown below. We believe that the sponsor
should also include a detailed discussion of the potential effects of the existing high fence, whether/how it may be
modified to reduce impacts to terrestrial wildlife, and the extent to which it would limit the potential to achieve the
full suite of ecological benefits (and associated wetland mitigation credits) typically attainable at such sites.

We will provide additional comments in response to the prospectus. Thanks.

Seth Bordelon

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Louisiana Ecological Services Office

(337) 291-3138

seth_bordelon@fws.gov <mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov>

On Thu, May 5, 2016 at 10:18 AM, Gutierrez, Raul <Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov <mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov> >
wrote:

In addition to the information requested below, I would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots, shooting
lanes, fence ROW, etc.)

- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve the
planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of the site.
- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil

<mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil> ]
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wilf.la.gov <mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov> >; Bordelon, Seth
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<seth_bordelon@fws.gov <mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov> >; Cheatwood, Twyla <twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov
<mailto:twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov> >; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov
<mailto:dawn.davis@noaa.gov> >; Gutierrez, Raul <Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov <mailto:Gutierrez. Raul@epa.gov>
>: Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov <mailto:Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov> >; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov <mailto:Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov> >; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov
<mailto:troy.mallach@la.usda.gov> >; Marceaux, Josh <joshua_marceaux@fws.gov
<mailto:joshua_marceaux@fws.gov> >; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wIf.la.gov <mailto:jmaryman@wlf.la.gov> >;
Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ila.gov <mailto:Sharon.pecquet@la.gov> >; Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov
<mailto:john.pitre@la.usda.gov> >; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov <mailto:Kelley.templet@Ia.gov> >;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wIf.la.gov <mailto:mweigel@wlf.la.gov> >; Williams, Patrick
<patrick.williams@noaa.gov <mailto:patrick.williams@noaa.gov> >; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov
<mailto:Stephanie.zumo@la.gov> >

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a
detailed prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to modifications
proposed in conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a detailed
prospectus for the mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT) has the
information necessary to evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d) (2)
Prospectus. The prospectus must provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation bank or
in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The review process
begins when the sponsor submits a complete prospectus to the district engineer. For modifications of approved
instruments, submittal of a new prospectus is not required; instead, the sponsor must submit a written request for an
instrument modification accompanied by appropriate documentation. The district engineer must notify the sponsor
within 30 days whether or not a submitted prospectus is complete. A complete prospectus includes the following
information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee
project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed, including
information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned types of
aquatic resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of
the mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information defining
what the Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food plots, any
detailed information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in relation to, etc),
information on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation bank management
plan, as well as a complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate all non-compliance
issues on the site. The request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide such basic
information (including maps, plan view and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a better
understanding of what actually exists and what path forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation bank or
if you would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted. Also, if
you would like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.
Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
Special Projects and Policy Section
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.










Gutierrez, Raul

From: Gutierrez, Raul
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 5:25 PM
To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: Accepted: FSV to GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential UA (UNCLASSIFIED)






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Pitre, John - NRCS, Alexandria, LA <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 2:06 PM
To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn -

NOAA Federal; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallach, Troy - NRCS,
Lafayette, LA; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt;
Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

Subject: RE: GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Certainly a controversial topic for several reasons un-related to wetland mitigation. I'm not sure | agree that a high
fence or any fence for that matter (especially for a substantial distance) can be maintained to exclude feral swine and
coyotes. Topics like genetic flow, impacts to surrounding areas, fair chase hunting, and mortality caused by the fence
often are debated but I'm not sure the relation to an IRT recommendation. | do not agree removal of the high fence
would cause the area to "quickly and completely be degraded by hogs, coyotes, and poachers".

Post Rapanos /Carabell case law provides guidance for CWA jurisdiction and a site specific question might be; Is the
fence (or management of the fence, in any way) impacting the apparent connection to the adjacent waters of the
US/wetlands? Other questions relating to soil, plant, and hydrology management since animal stocking is being
controlled; Is the fence effecting ingress/egress of species that have impact on the wetland functions? Are exotic species
in the enclosure or planned to ever be there? Is there documentation of forage/browse inventory, animal/forage
budget, monitoring plan, and contingency plans as commonly required to achieve prescribed grazing?

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 1:05 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Kitto, Alison <kitto.alison@epa.gov>;
Mallach, Troy - NRCS, Lafayette, LA <Troy.Mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh <joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>;
Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>; Pitre, John - NRCS, Alexandria, LA
<john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@Ia.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>; Williams,
Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps

IRT Members:

Attached is a document (1.5 pages) as sent by the Sponsor of the GDE MB, titled "Ecological Functional Assessment as a
Result of the High Fence Enclosure for GDE Investments Mitigation Bank". Please review this document and let me
know if you feel it supplies you with the information you feel is necessary to review the GDE Mitigation Bank. As stated
in our May 2, 2016, e-mail to the IRT the Corps has been requesting additional information for the review of this
mitigation bank. | have attached your responses to my e-mail asking what information you would like requested for
your review of this bank as well as your replies. If you feel that this document does or does not adequately address the
information that you would like to see please let me know.

If you could respond to me by Monday May 23, 2016, that would be helpful as | am trying to prepare a letter to be sent
to the Sponsor for next week.

Thanks again for your coordination efforts





Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.






Gutier

rez, Raul

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Kyle the

Sent fro

Andrew J. Harrison <ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com>

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:53 AM

Kyle Balkum

Andrew J. Harrison; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil);
seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul; Madeline Ahlgren

Re: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

invite is not limited to the next couple of weeks. | will keep you advised sir. Thanks

m my iPhone

On Dec 10, 2014, at 7:22 AM, "Kyle Balkum" <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov> wrote:

Andrew,

| really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, |
will not be able to squeeze it into my schedule. | certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.

Thanks again for your offer.

-Kyle

Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -

Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808

225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum;

seth bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the
Adaptive Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion
and, prior to completing the project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and
observe the ongoing operations. Though a final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is
always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes both before and after implementation of the
Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let
me know of any dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.
Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820

Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member






This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the
attorney-client or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information
intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please
delete this email, including attachments, and notify me. The unauthorized use, dissemination,
distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii)
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Andrew J. Harrison <ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 3:36 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Madeline Ahlgren; Andrew J. Harrison

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Oh, in case | don't speak to everyone, which | am sure | will speak with at least a couple of this group, Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to all!

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820

Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Andrew J. Harrison

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 3:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Jacqueline thanks. We were just trying to offer everyone an opportunity to see this work in operation.

Thanks.
Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065





Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 2:28 PM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Andrew:

| was out of the office for several days and am catching up on my correspondence so | wanted to respond to your e-
mails.

| have attached the CEMVN response letter to the 9-29-14 adaptive management plan (AMP) that was submitted to this
office. The letter states that although several compliance issues exist the existence of a game fence surrounding portions
of the bank must be resolved by the methods stated in the referenced letter. Should we reach a point where this issue
is resolved by the options listed in the 10-20-14 letter then we would begin to look more closely at an AMP. Please note
the AMP that submitted does not contain all information that should be provided in such a document (such information
was included in previous CEMVN correspondence).

We appreciate your invitation but must decline at this time.

Jacqueline Farabeee
Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed
to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation





From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 9:15 AM

To: Kyle Balkum; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Madeline Ahlgren; Andrew J. Harrison

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Team, the invitation for a site visit is not limited to the end of this year. We just want to provide everyone an
opportunity to see areas before and after and the operation in progress.

Many thanks.

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com <mailto:ajh@harrisonlawllc.com>

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify

me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Kyle Balkum [mailto:kbalkum@wilf.la.gov]





Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:22 AM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Andrew,

| really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, | will not be able to
squeeze it into my schedule. | certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.

Thanks again for your offer.

-Kyle

Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808

225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov <mailto:kbalkum@wilf.la.gov>

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the Adaptive
Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion and, prior to completing the
project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and observe the ongoing operations. Though a
final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes
both before and after implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan.





We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let me know of any
dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify

me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is
prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED





Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Andrew J. Harrison <ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 9:15 AM

To: Kyle Balkum; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil);
seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren; Andrew J. Harrison

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Team, the invitation for a site visit is not limited to the end of this year. We just want to provide everyone an
opportunity to see areas before and after and the operation in progress.

Many thanks.

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820

Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380
ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited
and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Kyle Balkum [mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:22 AM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); seth_bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Andrew,

| really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, | will not be able to
squeeze it into my schedule. | certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.

Thanks again for your offer.

-Kyle





Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808
225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum; seth bordelon@fws.gov;
Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the Adaptive
Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion and, prior to completing the
project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and observe the ongoing operations. Though a
final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes
both before and after implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let me know of any
dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820

Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380
ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited
and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Patti Holland <patti_holland@fws.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 12:25 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Seth Bordelon; Gutierrez, Raul; Ettinger, John; Balkum, Kyle
Subject: RE: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)

Jacqueline,

| have reviewed the comments from the Sponsor, and | can't really wrap my head around the details on the hard to soft
mast. The percentages of percentages is confusing.

| recommend that they treat tallow this year and not wait until canopy closure.
I'm okay with moving the monitoring plots and splitting out the monitoring reports for the 2009 vs the 2007 plantings.

| could agree to a partial credit release based on all of the work that they are doing, but perhaps we should wait until the
JD comes in to make that determination.

Have a good weekend, Patti.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

[mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 4:07 PM

To: Holland, Patti; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Raul Gutierrez; Ettinger, John; Balkum, Kyle
Subject: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

GDE is not in compliance with the MBI at this point. | have withdrawn all credits for bank use. | am sending you some
correspondence from the Corps, from the owner, as well as my comment chart and the 8-21-12 monitoring report.

| am waiting for the JD. The owner's agent is working on data for the Corps.

Please provide any ideas/comments as | intend to provide a more detailed request to the owner for more plots and
information etc. | do not feel the plantings exhibit the appropriate assemblage of species, if you think otherwise let me
know.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG





Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 7:12 AM

To: Patti Holland; Seth Bordelon; Gutierrez, Raul; Ettinger, John; Balkum, Kyle
Subject: RE: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Patti:
This bank had 278.3 credits released and have sold 73.3 credits. Credit sales have been suspended.
The owner is submitting a request for an additional 200 + acres to be added to the bank.

This is an older bank and the owner holds the servitude and a high fence was written into the banking agreement. If we
agreed to the new acreage we would want a new servitude holder and no fence at least on the new addition.

There were "fire lanes" in the bank that the owner has now planted due to a meeting where we discussed additional
problems with the bank and | mentioned the fire lanes, however the owner has not provided the species planted or set
up plots in this area etc. There were ponds and food plots on the site also.

Once | receive the ID | plan to ask for the information to be presented in a format with maps showing the different
planted areas by year, additional plot information with appropriate maps to show the locations, species information on
the new plantings, a time schedule for future reports to be submitted, etc.

You stated that you could agree to a partial credit release, but what would you consider reasonable in a case like this.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Patti Holland [mailto:patti_holland@fws.gov]

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 12:25 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Seth Bordelon; Raul Gutierrez; Ettinger, John; Balkum, Kyle
Subject: RE: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)

Jacqueline,
| have reviewed the comments from the Sponsor, and | can't really wrap my

head around the details on the hard to soft mast. The percentages of
percentages is confusing.





| recommend that they treat tallow this year and not wait until canopy
closure.

I'm okay with moving the monitoring plots and splitting out the monitoring
reports for the 2009 vs the 2007 plantings.

| could agree to a partial credit release based on all of the work that
they are doing, but perhaps we should wait until the JD comes in to make
that determination.

Have a good weekend, Patti.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN
[mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 4:07 PM

To: Holland, Patti; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Raul Gutierrez; Ettinger, John;
Balkum, Kyle

Subject: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

GDE is not in compliance with the MBI at this point. | have withdrawn all
credits for bank use. | am sending you some correspondence from the
Corps, from the owner, as well as my comment chart and the 8-21-12
monitoring report.

| am waiting for the JD. The owner's agent is working on data for the
Corps.

Please provide any ideas/comments as | intend to provide a more detailed
request to the owner for more plots and information etc. | do not feel
the plantings exhibit the appropriate assemblage of species, if you think
otherwise let me know.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE





Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 06, 2016 12:11 PM

To: Jacqueline Farabee

Cc: Gutierrez, Raul; Fontenot, Alison; Maryman, Joe; Matthew Weigel
Subject: Re: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Jacqueline,

We definitely support having the sponsor submit a revised prospectus with the additional information described
in your original email, as well as that provided by Raul in his response shown below. We believe that the
sponsor should also include a detailed discussion of the potential effects of the existing high fence, whether/how
it may be modified to reduce impacts to terrestrial wildlife, and the extent to which it would limit the potential
to achieve the full suite of ecological benefits (and associated wetland mitigation credits) typically attainable at
such sites.

We will provide additional comments in response to the prospectus. Thanks.

Seth Bordelon

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Louisiana Ecological Services Office
(337) 291-3138

seth _bordelon@fws.gov

On Thu, May 5, 2016 at 10:18 AM, Gutierrez, Raul <Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov> wrote:
In addition to the information requested below, | would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:
- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology
- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation
- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots,
shooting lanes, fence ROW, etc.)
- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve
the planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of
the site.
- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:
US Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District





CEMVN-OD-SC
Post Office Box 60267
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wIf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth _bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@Ia.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon
<Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>; Pitre, John <john.pitre@Ia.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@Ia.gov>;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wilf.la.gov>; Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie
<Stephanie.zumo@la.gov>

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a
detailed prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to
modifications proposed in conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting
a detailed prospectus for the mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT)
has the information necessary to evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d)
(2) Prospectus. The prospectus must provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation
bank or in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The
review process begins when the sponsor submits a complete prospectus to the district engineer. For
modifications of approved instruments, submittal of a new prospectus is not required; instead, the sponsor must
submit a written request for an instrument modification accompanied by appropriate documentation. The
district engineer must notify the sponsor within 30 days whether or not a submitted prospectus is complete. A
complete prospectus includes the following information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu
fee project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed,
including information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned
types of aquatic resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term
sustainability of the mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information
defining what the Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food
plots, any detailed information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in
relation to, etc), information on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation
bank management plan, as well as a complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate
all non-compliance issues on the site. The request for the information as provided in a prospectus would
provide such basic information (including maps, plan view and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to

2





gain a better understanding of what actually exists and what path forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation
bank or if you would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted.
Also, if you would like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me
know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2016 10:21 AM

To: Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: RE: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.

From: Gutierrez, Raul [mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2016 10:19 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Cc: Fontenot, Alison <Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Seth Bordelon <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>;
joshua_marceaux@fws.gov; Joe Maryman <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Matthew Weigel <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

In addition to the information requested below, | would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots, shooting lanes,
fence ROW, etc.)

- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve the
planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of the site.

- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267





From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>;
Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a detailed
prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to modifications proposed in
conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a detailed prospectus for the
mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT) has the information necessary to
evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d) (2) Prospectus. The prospectus must
provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient
level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The review process begins when the sponsor submits a
complete prospectus to the district engineer. For modifications of approved instruments, submittal of a new prospectus
is not required; instead, the sponsor must submit a written request for an instrument modification accompanied by
appropriate documentation. The district engineer must notify the sponsor within 30 days whether or not a submitted
prospectus is complete. A complete prospectus includes the following information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee
project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed, including
information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the physical,
chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned types of aquatic
resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of the
mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information defining what the
Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food plots, any detailed
information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in relation to, etc), information
on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation bank management plan, as well as a
complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate all non-compliance issues on the site. The
request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide such basic information (including maps, plan view
and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a better understanding of what actually exists and what path
forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation bank or if you
would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted. Also, if you would
like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee
Environmental Resources Specialist





Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Matthew Weigel <mweigel@wilf.la.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2016 11:58 AM

To: '‘Bordelon, Seth'; Jacqueline Farabee

Cc: Gutierrez, Raul; Fontenot, Alison; Joe Maryman
Subject: RE: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Jacqueline,

The information requests made by the Corps, EPA and USFWS appear sufficient to LDWF. We have no additional
requests of the sponsors at this time.

However, since Joe and | have not been involved with the GDE bank and lack history on the issues, it may be beneficial
for us to review some of the more recent correspondence between the sponsor and the Corps.

Once the information/prospectus is provided, we too will provide additional comments.

Thanks for coordinating,
Matt Weigel

42371 Phyllis Ann Drive
Hammond, LA 70403
Phone (985) 543-4777

¥ Wiidiife & Fisheries

Habitat Section

This electronic mail transmission may constitute an attorney-client communication that is privileged at law. It is
not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic
mail transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by reply
e-mail, so that our address record can be corrected. All statements made in this electronic mail transmission are
solely the opinions and advice of the parties involved and should not be construed as statements of law

From: Bordelon, Seth [mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov]

Sent: Friday, May 06, 2016 12:11 PM

To: Jacqueline Farabee

Cc: Raul Gutierrez; Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov; Joe Maryman; Matthew Weigel
Subject: Re: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Jacqueline,

We definitely support having the sponsor submit a revised prospectus with the additional information described
in your original email, as well as that provided by Raul in his response shown below. We believe that the
sponsor should also include a detailed discussion of the potential effects of the existing high fence, whether/how
it may be modified to reduce impacts to terrestrial wildlife, and the extent to which it would limit the potential
to achieve the full suite of ecological benefits (and associated wetland mitigation credits) typically attainable at
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such sites.
We will provide additional comments in response to the prospectus. Thanks.

Seth Bordelon

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Louisiana Ecological Services Office
(337) 291-3138
seth_bordelon@fws.gov

On Thu, May 5, 2016 at 10:18 AM, Gutierrez, Raul <Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov> wrote:

In addition to the information requested below, | would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:
- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots,
shooting lanes, fence ROW, etc.)

- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve
the planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of
the site.

- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon
<Sharon.pecquet@Ila.gov>; Pitre, John <john.pitre@Ila.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@Ia.gov>;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wilf.la.gov>; Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie
<Stephanie.zumo@Ila.gov>

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor






IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a
detailed prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to
modifications proposed in conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a
detailed prospectus for the mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT)
has the information necessary to evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d)
(2) Prospectus. The prospectus must provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation
bank or in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The
review process begins when the sponsor submits a complete prospectus to the district engineer. For
modifications of approved instruments, submittal of a new prospectus is not required; instead, the sponsor must
submit a written request for an instrument modification accompanied by appropriate documentation. The district
engineer must notify the sponsor within 30 days whether or not a submitted prospectus is complete. A complete
prospectus includes the following information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu
fee project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed,
including information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned
types of aquatic resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term
sustainability of the mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information
defining what the Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food
plots, any detailed information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in
relation to, etc), information on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation
bank management plan, as well as a complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate
all non-compliance issues on the site. The request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide
such basic information (including maps, plan view and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a
better understanding of what actually exists and what path forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation bank
or if you would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted. Also,
if you would like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:50 PM

To: Matthew Weigel

Cc: Gutierrez, Raul; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn -

NOAA Federal; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Joe Maryman;
Sharon McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John; Kelley Templet; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie Zumo; David

Soileau
Subject: Re: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Jacqueline,

I was out of the office last week, so this is my first look at the agent’s response. | do not think the information
provided adequately addresses our concerns from my original email regarding the game fence. Below are a few
comments and specific issues 1’d like to see addressed.

As you know, the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act requires the Corps to coordinate with the Service and
LDWEF before issuing a 404 permit to ensure that fish and wildlife conservation receives equal consideration
with other project features. We feel that fish and wildlife resources are critical components (along with
vegetation, hydrology, soils, etc.) to any functional wetland ecosystem, and therefore their impacts must be
mitigated. The primary objective of mitigation banks should be to fully offset ALL wetland functions and
values lost at an impact site. Secondary uses of a mitigation bank (e.g., hunting) should not dictate the design of
the mitigation project in a manner that would limit the functions and values of the site. While a fence may not
affect jurisdiction, it certainly affects some aspects of an ecosystem’s functionality, particularly with regards to
wildlife.

Wildlife movement is a primary concern regarding the fence. A fence would prevent ingress and egress for
some species. There are four basic types of organism movements: (1) home range (regular movements within a
fixed area), (2) migratory (seasonal movements between breeding and non-breeding habitats), (3) dispersal
(movements by juveniles away from natal area), and (4) geographic range shifts (long-term movements in
response to climatic or environmental changes) (Hunter, M.L. Jr., 1997). There are many scientific papers that
discuss home ranges of different species, including home range sizes and overlap, as well as determining factors
such as food resources, reproduction requirements, breeding territories, sex and age of an individuals, etc. The
Sponsor should thoroughly address how the fence may affect home ranges of native species in the area.
Migratory movements would not likely be impacted for birds, but should be considered by the Sponsor for all
native terrestrial species in the area. Dispersal limitations are a serious concern with fencing. In most large
mammal species, juvenile males often disperse long distances from the family unit. A fence would prevent
dispersal for those animals. Dispersal should be thoroughly examined by the Sponsor for any species that may
be affected. The idea of geographic range shifts should also be examined by the sponsor across all wildlife
guilds. Other uncertainties regarding the fence that should be considered/addressed by the Sponsor include: (1)
Is backwater flooding expected in the area? How would the fence limit wildlife ingress/egress in response to
flooding events on or off site? (2) What if white-tailed deer populations grow too large and over browse the
site? How might this affect habitat quality for other species that require a more dense forest understory? (3)
Could confinement within the project site accelerate the spread of disease? (4) Any other factors that could
affect population dynamics (by species) or unintended habitat alterations.

It should be noted that, in general, the Service does not view the exclusion of predators from a site as
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ecologically beneficial. Most of the “benefits” being attributed to the fence can likely be explained by the site’s
habitat diversity as compared to the surrounding monoculture pine forests. Regarding feral hogs, there are other
control options that the Service would consider ecologically preferable to an 8-foot game fence exclosure. We
will gladly participate in a meeting with the Sponsor to discuss alternatives to the game fence for wildlife
management and feral hog control.

Hunter, M.L. Jr. 1997. The Biological Landscape. Pages 57-67 in K.A. Kohm and J.F. Franklin (eds) Creating
a Forestry for the 21st Century.

Seth Bordelon

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Louisiana Ecological Services Office
(337) 291-3138

seth _bordelon@fws.gov

On Mon, May 16, 2016 at 12:31 PM, Matthew Weigel <mweigel@wlf.la.gov> wrote:
Jacqueline,

Although the sponsor's argument for maintaining the fence was stated, Exhibit 9 does not provide the essential
information requested by the USACE and IRT members. We believe that the information enumerated within
the USACE's and EPA's previous emails (May 02, 2016 and May 05, 2016 respectively) and referenced within
USFWS response (May 06, 2016) should be provided to the IRT. We too would like to review a complete
information package.

Thanks for coordinating,
Matt Weigel

42371 Phyllis Ann Drive
Hammond, LA 70403
Phone (985) 543-4777

Habitat Section

This electronic mail transmission may constitute an attorney-client communication that is privileged at law. It
is not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic
mail transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by reply
e-mail, so that our address record can be corrected. All statements made in this electronic mail transmission are
solely the opinions and advice of the parties involved and should not be construed as statements of law

From: Gutierrez, Raul [mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:21 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA
Federal; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Joe Maryman; Sharon
McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John ; Kelley Templet; Matthew Weigel; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie Zumo
Subject: RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

This does not adequately answer any of my previous questions. In addition, a few more issues are raised
below.





-The final sentence of paragraph one states that the fence will only be there for a limited number of years. We
need to know how much longer they intend to keep the fence. This can be addressed in maps depicting past,
present, and future/planned conditions, but a specific time frame should be included in the narrative portion of
their proposal.

-Paragraph two begins with a reference to authorization from CEMVN. The EPA does not have a copy in our
records and would very much appreciate a copy of this document.

-Paragraph four states that the herd is kept below the carrying capacity. The EPA is interested in reviewing
how the calculations were performed, and how the sponsor will certify that the reported number of animals on
site is true. Additionally, we would like the opportunity to review the browse surveys that demonstrate the herd
is below the carrying capacity.

Thanks for the opportunity to review and comment on the letter provided by the applicant. We look forward to
reviewing the complete information package once it is made available.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 9:27 AM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@]Ia.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon
<Sharon.pecquet@Ila.gov>; Pitre, John <john.pitre@Ila.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@Ia.gov>;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>; Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie
<Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

In this e-mail | requested a response by May 23 (looked at wrong date on calendar) but in fact | need a
response today so that | can prepare a letter for the Sponsor.

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee
Environmental Resources Specialist





Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, September 30, 2014 2:01 PM
To: Abernathy, Lisa; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt;
Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] GDE Mitigation Bank Adaptive Management (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: GDE_Report with photos.pdf; 11-12-13 signed Compliance Itr -GDE .pdf; 7-17-14 signed Harrison
response Itr .pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| am sending this to you for your records. At this point | do not think this AMP is relevant as it does not address the
major issue with the bank also as you can see in our letters the Sponsor was given several options to choose from to
rectify the closure of the bank by CEMVN.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Russell Walters [mailto:russell@jmbcompanies.com]

Sent: Monday, September 29, 2014 6:58 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Elliott, Greg

Subject: [EXTERNAL] GDE Mitigation Bank Adaptive Management
Jacqueline,

Please find attached adaptive management plan for GDE Mitigation Bank. Let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Russell Walters

Director of Environmental Services





J. M. Burguieres, Co. Limited (since 1877)
337-522-7207 direct
337-962-0139 cell

russell@jmbcompanies.com <mailto:russell@jmbcompanies.com>

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

1. In your May 22, 2013, response to comments provided by CEMVN on May 102013,
you stated that: “of the 12 monitoring plots a total of 62 for hard mast and 35 for soft
mast was reported”. However in referencing the data provided for the 12 monitoring
plots it is clearly shown that bank has not achieved the hard mast to soft mast ratio as
stated in the MBI. The calculations for hard mast to soft mast are: 31% hard mast to
69% soft mast overall. These calculations take into account all specimens in each plot.

Please refer to the MBI under Goals and Objectives for further information.

A method for adjusting such percentages should be included in the adaptive
management plan that you present to CEMVN.

2. The percentage of exotics on site is high and will need to be addressed. The Chinese
Tallow should be treated this year. A detailed adaptive management plan should be
developed and presented to CEMVN.

Please refer to MBI Section II.B.2. Invasive/Exotic Vegetation Control for further
information.

3. Please refer below to the copies of the maps that were provided with your August 21,
2012, monitoring report and compare them to the July 8, 2013, JD (copy attached).
After your comparison please provide a separate map showing where the 278.3 acres
from the 2007 and 2009 plantings are located on the JD.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

GDE Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank
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4. It was stated in your May 22, 2013 response to the May 10, 2013, comments that the
fire lanes and some of the food plots were planted. Please provide data on the
plantings (species list, seedling numbers per species, and describe your methodology in

planting for maintaining a diverse habitat). Provide a map that includes these 2013
plantings.

5. Please add additional bank monitoring plots as indicated on the map below. These
plots are numbered 13 through 17 and have Latitude and Longitude assigned to each
plot. Please provide the additional information for these plots in the monitoring report
format. These 5 plots will be additional permanent plots set up as stated on page 7
(Section VI. C. of the MBI) and included in all monitoring reports herein.

Page 2 of 6





Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Plot 16°30.81609;:-92.57345 J

plot 15 30.81566; -92.5755 ‘

‘ plot 14 30:81029; -92.57688
plot 14 30.81029;-92.57689 /

30.808161,-92 577025
& plot 13 30.8053;-02.57345

-

plot 17 30.80128; -92:57166 !

Beaver.
e

'
© 2013 Google \

Imagery Date: 5/31/2012 @ | 1994 30°48'37 79" N 92°34'36.82"W elev 1151t

6. In comments provided in your May 22, 2013, response you stated that the monitoring
report submitted on August 21, 2012, should cover the 5 year requirement for the 2007
plantings and the 3 year requirement for the 2009 plantings.

The following is stated in Section V. of the MBI on pages 5 and 6:

Initial Success Criteria: 2. Vegetation: A minimum of 50 % or 266 planted seedlings per
acre, consistent with the planted ration of hard mast to soft mast-producing species,
must survive through the end of the first growing season following the planting (i.e. Year
1). This criterion will apply to initial plantings as well as any subsequent

Interim Success Criteria: 2. Vegetation and Vegetative Plantings. For a given planting,
a minimum of 300 seedlings per acre must survive through the end of the fourth year
(i.e. Year 5) following successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria. Trees
established through natural recruitment may be included in this tally; however, a range
of 120 to 135 hard mast-producing seedlings per acre must be present. Exotic/invasive
species may not be included in this tally.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

By Year 5 following successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria, the bank
acreage and the perimeter of that acreage shall be virtually free (approximately 5% or
less on an acre-by-acre basis) of exotic/invasive vegetation.

Planted tracts must exhibit characteristics and diversity indicative of a viable native
forested wetland community commensurate with stand age and site conditions by Year
5. Achievement of a wetland vegetation dominance is defined as a vegetation
community where more than 50% of all dominant species are facultative (“FAC”) or
wetter, excluding FAC-plants, using “routine delineation methods” as described in the
“Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Method,” Technical Report 97-1 (“1987
Manual”).

7. In review of the GDE Mitigation Bank file it was discovered that The
Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust does not fit the description of a
servitude holder. Section X. F. 2. of the MBI states: “The Sponsor shall execute a
conservation servitude (pursuant to the Louisiana Conservation Servitude Act, R.S.
9:1271 et seq.) substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachment F and record it
in the Mortgage and Conveyances Records Office of Evangeline Parish. The
Conservation Servitude Holder shall be approved by the IRT prior to its execution. The
Holder shall be qualified to hold this Conservation Servitude by virtue of being:

a. A governmental body empowered to hold an interest in immovable
property under the laws of the State of Louisiana or the United States of America;
or

b. A charitable corporation, charitable association, or charitable trust,
qualified under § 501(c)(3) of the U.S Internal Revenue Code, the purposes or
powers of which include:

1) Retaining or protecting the natural, scenic, or open-space values of immovable
property:

2) Assuring the availability of immovable property for agricultural, forest,
recreational or open-space use;

3) Protecting natural resources;

4) Maintaining or enhancing air or water quality; or

5) Preserving the historical, archaeological or cultural aspects of unimproved
immovable property. “

8. The Conservation Servitude and the MBI have conflicting language in relation to the
“Uses Prohibited by the Conservation Servitude” (Section XI. A of the MBI) and
paragraph four of the servitude. | do not have information that would support such
changes in language, however if you can provide any supporting information that would
be helpful.

9. Please note when calculating acreage for the bank please only round to the nearest

1/10 of an acre. For example the acreage for the fire lines (as listed in the August 21,
2013, monitoring report) would be 5.8 not 5.77.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Attachment:

Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination

E ACCT. # MVN-2012-02973-SC
For G. Ellion, GDE Invesiment LA, LLC with
Arabic Env'l Solutionz’ field daw
Sec, 9 & 16, T35, R2IW, Evangeline Parish. La
Lat. 30806161, Long. -92.577025  favd-24-13gme

ARABE
ENVIRONMENTAL
SOLUTIONS FIGURE 2
) SITE DIAGRAM
- WETLAND DELINEATHON
GOE INVEETMENT LA, LLC MITIGATION SANH

* EVBNGELINE PARISH. LOUISIANA

Dreem By CRH Checked By: CE.

Dt B-18-132 Draerg Mo 191702
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Summary:

Please provide an detailed adaptive management plan to address the items listed
above. Please provide support for all information provided.
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Gutierrez, Raul

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN <Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 2:42 PM

To: Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| haven't responded to him yet but will later this afternoon or tomorrow once we finalize our response. Sounds like the
meeting's cancelled at this point though. Will keep you posted.

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Friday, June 19, 2015 2:40 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Mr. Brian,

Yesterday, at Andrew Harrison's request, NOD emailed Colonel Hansen's letter of June 10 to Andrew. The letter regards
discussion we have been having on the fence at GDE. Colonel Hansen gave two options which will require serious
consideration and a short time frame to respond to him, l.e., 30 days, though it's not clear whether the hard copy we
have not received or the email will trigger the time. Regardless, though, | wish to spend my time for the immediate
future focusing entirely on this issue, conferring with my family and attorneys and deciding which way to go. Therefore,
| respectfully request that you allow me to focus on the discussion with Colonel Hansen, to decide how we will proceed
and to respond to Colonel Hansen first. After that, there will be plenty of time and | will very much accommodate your
visit. Also, | can assure you there is no work on going at GDE at present except normal bush hogging or roads. If you can
accommodate this slight delay, | would appreciate it. Additionally, | will advise you of when we respond to the Colonel,
in case it is before the 30 day period runs and you and | can schedule a day good for both of us.

Does this meet with you approval?
Greg,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ©
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464





Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store®" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:48 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| would say approximately 10:00-10:30 a.m. We will try to leave New Orleans as close to 6:00 a.m. as possible. My
supervisor Rob Heffner, as well as, Jacqueline Farabee from the mitigation section, and Raul Gutierrez from EPA will be
accompanying me as well. Thanks again.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:33 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,

Next Wednesday is fine. Just give me an estimated time that you will arrive. Andrew Harrison will be joining us on the
site tour.





Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ©
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store*™ or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:21 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliott,

Thanks for your reply. There are areas of potential unauthorized discharges associated with the chipping operation, as
well as construction of the ponds and game fence on the property. Please let me know if next Wednesday, June 24 will
be an acceptable day to visit the site.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil





From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:10 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,

The property is available anytime for you to tour. Next week is best for me and Friday's are usually the best day for me,
but with advance notice | can be available other days, assuming my work schedule will allow.

Please provide a list of the potential unauthorized work on my property, so | can be prepared to discuss them?
Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ©
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store®" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:31 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot,

| have been assigned to a case that reports that potential unauthorized work has occurred on property, owned by you,
specifically known as the GDE Mitigation Bank in Evangeline Parish. | would like to conduct a site visit to the property in
the next couple of weeks to investigate these reports. Is this a possibility? If so, please let me know what your schedule
is looking like or when would be the best time for you. If you have any questions, | can be reached at 504-862-2275.
Thank you.





Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE
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//p\ Jemplin Forestry, Tnc.

P.O. Box 8170 - Alexandria, LA 71306-1180 -+ (318)445-5566 - FAX (318) 445-4422

Web site: www.templin forestry.com Email; steve @templinforestry.com

August 16, 2012

Department of the Army
Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

Attn: Jacqueline Farabee
P.0. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Subject: G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC; Mitigation Bank
Dear Ms. Farabee:

Per your request in a letter dated July 13, 2012, Templin Forestry was commissioned by the owners of
the G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank to perform the field work and reporting needed to bring
the mitigation bank into compliance with the terms of the G.D.E. Mitigation Banking Instrument.
Enclosed please find two copies of the G.D.E. Investments, LA, LLC Mitigation Bank Monitoring Report
for your records.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at (318) 451-8031 or
robert@templinforestry.com.

Sincerely,

/g?é/ /ertan

Robert JiXassin, ACF
Vice-President/Silvicultural Contracting Manager

Enclosures

Copy: G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC

Comprehensive Forest Management Services
Member of the Association of Consulting Foresters of America, Inc.





2 Jemplin Forestry, Inc.

PO.Box 8170 -+ Alexandria, LA 71306-1180 -« (318) 445-5566 - FAX (318) 445-4422

Web site: www.templin forestry.com Email: steve @templinforestry.com

Mitigation Monitoring Report

On 278.3 acres in Evangeline Parish

Prepared for: G.D.E. Investments,vLA, LLC

Date of report: August 16, 2012

Comprehensive Forest Management Services
Member of the Association of Consulting Foresters of America, Inc.





INTRODUCTION

A Mitigation Banking Instrument (BI) was approved and executed in April of 2007
for G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC to establish guidelines and responsibilities for the
establishment, use, operation, protection, monitoring, and maintenance of the
G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank. This Bl also defines performance
standards, monitoring protocol and remedial actions so as to ensure the
mitigation bank success.

The goal of the G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC Mitigation bank was to restore an
agricultural area back to a self-sustaining forested wetland ecosystem by re-
establishing and maintaining functions, values, and services from historical
agricultural uses of the subject property according to the plan contained in the BI.

All of the acreage wais rice fields at the time the Bl was executed. The old rice
levees were flattened and the dirt spread out using a tractor with a disk and a
bulldozer to approximately 4 to 6 inches above grade to help retain water. No
culverts were installed or removed. This has proved to be very successful in
altering the hydrology back to one associated with a natural wetland as opposed
to a very easy to drain and flood agricultural field. *(#2)

At the time of the planting, fire lines (photo 6) were installed along the edges of
the planted areas for protection in the event of wildfire. Portions of the
mitigation bank falls inside a high fenced area (photo 2 & 8) in which the owner
has food plots, feeders, and ponds for the wildlife.

In January 2007, the owner planted 244 acres with a mixture of bottomland
hardwood one year old bare root seedlings. In January of 2009, an additional 181
acres was planted using a mixture of bottomland hardwood one-year-old bare
root seedlings. Species planted were: Willow Oak (Quercus phellos), Nuttall Oak
(Quercus texana), Overcup Oak (Quercus lyrata), Sweet Pecan (Carya illinoinensis),
Bitter Pecan (Carya x lecontei), Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), Red Maple
(Acer rubrum), Mayhaw (Crataegus opaca), Sugarberry (Celtis laevigata),





American Elm (Ulmus americana), and Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana). The
trees were planted on a 9'x9’ spacing yielding 538 trees per acre.

Interim success criteria state:

1. Hydrology: By Year 3, site hydrology shall be restored such that the site
meets the wetland criterion as described in the Corps 1987 Wetlands
Delineation Manual.

2. A) For a given planting, a minimum of 300 seedlings per acre must
survive through the end of the fourth year (i.e. Year 5) following
successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria. Trees
established through natural recruitment may be included in this tally;
however, a range of 120 to 135 hard mast-producing seedlings per acre
must be present. Exotic/invasive species may not be included in this
tally.

B) By Year 5 following successful attainment of the one-year
survivorship criteria, the bank acreage and the perimeter of that acreage
shall be virtually free (approximately 5% or less on an acre-by-acre basis)
of exotic/invasive vegetation.

C) Planted tracts must exhibit characteristics and diversity indicative of
a viable native forested wetland community commensurate with stand
age and site conditions by Year 5. Achievement of a wetland vegetation
community where more than 50% of all dominant species are facultative
(“FAC”) or wetter, excluding FAC-plants, using “routine delineation
methods: as described in the “Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation
Method,” Technical Report 87-1 (“1987 Manual”).

LOCATION

The Bank encompasses approximately 517.3 acres and is located off Louisiana
State Highway 106 in the Community of Beaver approximately 5 miles west of
Oakdale, and approximately 20 miles northwest of Ville Platte, Louisiana in





Sections 5, 8, 9, and 16, T3S, R2W in Evangeline Parish. According to the Bl, with
certainty 278.3 acres of the site was eligible to be restored to forested wetlands.

METHODS

In August of 2012, 12 permanent 1/50th —acre circular survey monitoring plots
(photos 1 & 3) were established. These 12 plots covered a total area of .25 acres
(12 x .02 acres = .24 acres). The GPS coordinates were taken at plot center of
each plot and then plot center was marked using an 8-foot PVC pipe anchored
with metal T posts. A map of the mitigation bank denoting the location of each
plot is attached to this report (Attachment 1). All trees within the survey plot
were permanently marked and numbered. The number, species, height, diameter
at breast height (if applicable), and origin (planted or volunteer) of the tagged
trees within each plot were documented. A spreadsheet for each individual plot
listing the measurements for each plot (Attachment 2-13) is also attached to this
report. The number of trees was then divided by the area of the plot to obtain
the number of trees per acre.

RESULTS

A total of 80 planted trees and 164 volunteer trees were located within the 12
monitoring plots. It should be noted that 74 of the 164 volunteer trees were
exotic species and do not count toward survival goals; therefore, only 90
volunteers are used in computing trees per acre. The planted trees. are averaging
333 trees per acre thus resulting in a survival rate of 62% (80 trees / .24 acre =
333.33 trees per acre / 538 trees per acre planted = 62%). When the 90 volunteer
trees are added with the planted trees, the Bank is averaging 708 trees per acre
total (170 trees / .24 acre = 708 trees per acre). The volunteer species are
comprised of mainly Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) and Loblolly Pine (Pinus
taeda).

The invasive/exotic species are averaging 308 trees per acre (74 trees /.24 acre =
308 trees per acre) which equates to 44% (308 exotic trees per acre / 708 total
trees per acre = 44%) of the total trees per acre. This is well above the 5%
threshold, so an herbicide treatment will need to be applied to control these





stems. In the 2007 planting, the exotics make up 71% of the stems per acre, while
in the 2009 planting they only account for 7% of the stems per acre. The exotics
are more numerous along the edges of the mitigation bank. This is due to them
moving in from adjacent properties that have a high amount of large seed bearing
trees on them. The exotics do not appear to be having any effect on the growth of
the other trees in the plots as the planted trees and the other volunteers are all
taller than the exotics. It is recommended that the 2007 planting be treated in 2
years when the planted trees and other volunteers have reached canopy closure.
By doing this, the chemical can kill any existing exotic species and the canopy
closure will shade out any exotics that may germinate. If the tract were to be
sprayed now, there is enough sunlight touching the forest floor that any seeds
that may germinate would be free to grow. This would mean that another
herbicide treatment would be needed in 2 to 3 years. The recommendation for
the 2009 planting is that it also be sprayed when it reaches canopy closure in 4 to
5 years for the same reasons listed for the 2007 planting. *(#3) |

Vines and other vegetation are very well established on all the plots. Vegetation
that was observed includes: Goldenrod (Solidago sp.), Dog Fennel (Eupatorium
capillifolium), Dewberry (rubus sp.), Purple Vervain (Verbena bonariensis), Sedges
(Cyperus sp.), and Baccharus (Baccharus halimifolia).

Included with this written report is an excel spreadsheet for each individual plot
listing species, height, diameter at breast height (when applicable),
volunteer/planted, and exotic/natural. The gps coordinates of each plot are also
given along with the year established, planting rate, herbaceous species observed,
and visual cover estimates. There is also an aerial photograph of the north half
and the south half of the mitigation bank showing the location of the plots, each
reforested plot of the bank with the acreage and planting date, the location of the
ponds, food plots, high fence, fence corners and gates, and roads. The following
aerial photographs are also included:

1. Fence and establishment year location aerial map.
2. Fire line location aerial map.
3. Food plot location aerial map.





4. Road and pond location aerial map.

Labels, dimensions, and acreages are given in table form on the maps when
needed.

OBSERVATIONS

All of the trees both planted and natural are healthy and appear to be thriving
thanks in large part to the hydrological changes that were put in place. The
majority of the area in the mitigation bank and that area that adjoins the
mitigation bank is comprised of shallow areas of standing water and moist soil
conditions.

There is an abundance of wildlife present (photos 7 and 8) and utilizing the
subject property for cover and feeding. Thanks to the 19.73 acres of food plots
(9.78 acres of food plots in the bank and 9.95 acres on adjoining planted areas)
along with the wild game feeders (photos 4 & 5) that are present, there was very
little browsing noted on the planted seedlings while measuring the monitoring
plots. The wildlife are also utilizing the 4 ponds (photos 4 & 5) that are located in
or near the mitigation bank. There were multiple white tail deer, turkey, raccoon,
and rabbit sightings while measuring the plots. There is also an abundance of
songbirds and insects using this ecosystem.

CONCLUSION

The effort to restore an agricultural area back to a self-sustaining forested
wetland ecosystem by re-establishing and maintaining functions, values, and
services from historical agricultural uses on the subject property appears to be
working very well. The area adjacent to the mitigation bank that presently is not
in the mitigation bank but has been treated the same from the beginning appears
to have the same vegetation layers, vegetation characteristics, and soil conditions
as the mitigation bank. The owner is well on his way to reaching his ultimate goal
of a self-sustaining forested wetland ecosystem to be enjoyed by man and nature
alike.
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//p\ Jemplin Forestry, Tnc.

P.O. Box 8170 - Alexandria, LA 71306-1180 -+ (318)445-5566 - FAX (318) 445-4422

Web site: www.templin forestry.com Email; steve @templinforestry.com

August 16, 2012

Department of the Army
Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

Attn: Jacqueline Farabee
P.0. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Subject: G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC; Mitigation Bank
Dear Ms. Farabee:

Per your request in a letter dated July 13, 2012, Templin Forestry was commissioned by the owners of
the G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank to perform the field work and reporting needed to bring
the mitigation bank into compliance with the terms of the G.D.E. Mitigation Banking Instrument.
Enclosed please find two copies of the G.D.E. Investments, LA, LLC Mitigation Bank Monitoring Report
for your records.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at (318) 451-8031 or
robert@templinforestry.com.

Sincerely,

/g?é/ /ertan

Robert JiXassin, ACF
Vice-President/Silvicultural Contracting Manager

Enclosures

Copy: G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC

Comprehensive Forest Management Services
Member of the Association of Consulting Foresters of America, Inc.
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Mitigation Monitoring Report

On 278.3 acres in Evangeline Parish
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INTRODUCTION

A Mitigation Banking Instrument (BI) was approved and executed in April of 2007
for G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC to establish guidelines and responsibilities for the
establishment, use, operation, protection, monitoring, and maintenance of the
G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank. This Bl also defines performance
standards, monitoring protocol and remedial actions so as to ensure the
mitigation bank success.

The goal of the G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC Mitigation bank was to restore an
agricultural area back to a self-sustaining forested wetland ecosystem by re-
establishing and maintaining functions, values, and services from historical
agricultural uses of the subject property according to the plan contained in the BI.

All of the acreage wais rice fields at the time the Bl was executed. The old rice
levees were flattened and the dirt spread out using a tractor with a disk and a
bulldozer to approximately 4 to 6 inches above grade to help retain water. No
culverts were installed or removed. This has proved to be very successful in
altering the hydrology back to one associated with a natural wetland as opposed
to a very easy to drain and flood agricultural field. *(#2)

At the time of the planting, fire lines (photo 6) were installed along the edges of
the planted areas for protection in the event of wildfire. Portions of the
mitigation bank falls inside a high fenced area (photo 2 & 8) in which the owner
has food plots, feeders, and ponds for the wildlife.

In January 2007, the owner planted 244 acres with a mixture of bottomland
hardwood one year old bare root seedlings. In January of 2009, an additional 181
acres was planted using a mixture of bottomland hardwood one-year-old bare
root seedlings. Species planted were: Willow Oak (Quercus phellos), Nuttall Oak
(Quercus texana), Overcup Oak (Quercus lyrata), Sweet Pecan (Carya illinoinensis),
Bitter Pecan (Carya x lecontei), Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), Red Maple
(Acer rubrum), Mayhaw (Crataegus opaca), Sugarberry (Celtis laevigata),





American Elm (Ulmus americana), and Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana). The
trees were planted on a 9'x9’ spacing yielding 538 trees per acre.

Interim success criteria state:

1. Hydrology: By Year 3, site hydrology shall be restored such that the site
meets the wetland criterion as described in the Corps 1987 Wetlands
Delineation Manual.

2. A) For a given planting, a minimum of 300 seedlings per acre must
survive through the end of the fourth year (i.e. Year 5) following
successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria. Trees
established through natural recruitment may be included in this tally;
however, a range of 120 to 135 hard mast-producing seedlings per acre
must be present. Exotic/invasive species may not be included in this
tally.

B) By Year 5 following successful attainment of the one-year
survivorship criteria, the bank acreage and the perimeter of that acreage
shall be virtually free (approximately 5% or less on an acre-by-acre basis)
of exotic/invasive vegetation.

C) Planted tracts must exhibit characteristics and diversity indicative of
a viable native forested wetland community commensurate with stand
age and site conditions by Year 5. Achievement of a wetland vegetation
community where more than 50% of all dominant species are facultative
(“FAC”) or wetter, excluding FAC-plants, using “routine delineation
methods: as described in the “Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation
Method,” Technical Report 87-1 (“1987 Manual”).

LOCATION

The Bank encompasses approximately 517.3 acres and is located off Louisiana
State Highway 106 in the Community of Beaver approximately 5 miles west of
Oakdale, and approximately 20 miles northwest of Ville Platte, Louisiana in





Sections 5, 8, 9, and 16, T3S, R2W in Evangeline Parish. According to the Bl, with
certainty 278.3 acres of the site was eligible to be restored to forested wetlands.

METHODS

In August of 2012, 12 permanent 1/50th —acre circular survey monitoring plots
(photos 1 & 3) were established. These 12 plots covered a total area of .25 acres
(12 x .02 acres = .24 acres). The GPS coordinates were taken at plot center of
each plot and then plot center was marked using an 8-foot PVC pipe anchored
with metal T posts. A map of the mitigation bank denoting the location of each
plot is attached to this report (Attachment 1). All trees within the survey plot
were permanently marked and numbered. The number, species, height, diameter
at breast height (if applicable), and origin (planted or volunteer) of the tagged
trees within each plot were documented. A spreadsheet for each individual plot
listing the measurements for each plot (Attachment 2-13) is also attached to this
report. The number of trees was then divided by the area of the plot to obtain
the number of trees per acre.

RESULTS

A total of 80 planted trees and 164 volunteer trees were located within the 12
monitoring plots. It should be noted that 74 of the 164 volunteer trees were
exotic species and do not count toward survival goals; therefore, only 90
volunteers are used in computing trees per acre. The planted trees. are averaging
333 trees per acre thus resulting in a survival rate of 62% (80 trees / .24 acre =
333.33 trees per acre / 538 trees per acre planted = 62%). When the 90 volunteer
trees are added with the planted trees, the Bank is averaging 708 trees per acre
total (170 trees / .24 acre = 708 trees per acre). The volunteer species are
comprised of mainly Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) and Loblolly Pine (Pinus
taeda).

The invasive/exotic species are averaging 308 trees per acre (74 trees /.24 acre =
308 trees per acre) which equates to 44% (308 exotic trees per acre / 708 total
trees per acre = 44%) of the total trees per acre. This is well above the 5%
threshold, so an herbicide treatment will need to be applied to control these





stems. In the 2007 planting, the exotics make up 71% of the stems per acre, while
in the 2009 planting they only account for 7% of the stems per acre. The exotics
are more numerous along the edges of the mitigation bank. This is due to them
moving in from adjacent properties that have a high amount of large seed bearing
trees on them. The exotics do not appear to be having any effect on the growth of
the other trees in the plots as the planted trees and the other volunteers are all
taller than the exotics. It is recommended that the 2007 planting be treated in 2
years when the planted trees and other volunteers have reached canopy closure.
By doing this, the chemical can kill any existing exotic species and the canopy
closure will shade out any exotics that may germinate. If the tract were to be
sprayed now, there is enough sunlight touching the forest floor that any seeds
that may germinate would be free to grow. This would mean that another
herbicide treatment would be needed in 2 to 3 years. The recommendation for
the 2009 planting is that it also be sprayed when it reaches canopy closure in 4 to
5 years for the same reasons listed for the 2007 planting. *(#3) |

Vines and other vegetation are very well established on all the plots. Vegetation
that was observed includes: Goldenrod (Solidago sp.), Dog Fennel (Eupatorium
capillifolium), Dewberry (rubus sp.), Purple Vervain (Verbena bonariensis), Sedges
(Cyperus sp.), and Baccharus (Baccharus halimifolia).

Included with this written report is an excel spreadsheet for each individual plot
listing species, height, diameter at breast height (when applicable),
volunteer/planted, and exotic/natural. The gps coordinates of each plot are also
given along with the year established, planting rate, herbaceous species observed,
and visual cover estimates. There is also an aerial photograph of the north half
and the south half of the mitigation bank showing the location of the plots, each
reforested plot of the bank with the acreage and planting date, the location of the
ponds, food plots, high fence, fence corners and gates, and roads. The following
aerial photographs are also included:

1. Fence and establishment year location aerial map.
2. Fire line location aerial map.
3. Food plot location aerial map.





4. Road and pond location aerial map.

Labels, dimensions, and acreages are given in table form on the maps when
needed.

OBSERVATIONS

All of the trees both planted and natural are healthy and appear to be thriving
thanks in large part to the hydrological changes that were put in place. The
majority of the area in the mitigation bank and that area that adjoins the
mitigation bank is comprised of shallow areas of standing water and moist soil
conditions.

There is an abundance of wildlife present (photos 7 and 8) and utilizing the
subject property for cover and feeding. Thanks to the 19.73 acres of food plots
(9.78 acres of food plots in the bank and 9.95 acres on adjoining planted areas)
along with the wild game feeders (photos 4 & 5) that are present, there was very
little browsing noted on the planted seedlings while measuring the monitoring
plots. The wildlife are also utilizing the 4 ponds (photos 4 & 5) that are located in
or near the mitigation bank. There were multiple white tail deer, turkey, raccoon,
and rabbit sightings while measuring the plots. There is also an abundance of
songbirds and insects using this ecosystem.

CONCLUSION

The effort to restore an agricultural area back to a self-sustaining forested
wetland ecosystem by re-establishing and maintaining functions, values, and
services from historical agricultural uses on the subject property appears to be
working very well. The area adjacent to the mitigation bank that presently is not
in the mitigation bank but has been treated the same from the beginning appears
to have the same vegetation layers, vegetation characteristics, and soil conditions
as the mitigation bank. The owner is well on his way to reaching his ultimate goal
of a self-sustaining forested wetland ecosystem to be enjoyed by man and nature
alike.
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Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, November 25, 2013 2:12 PM

To: Abernathy, Lisa; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,
Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Maryman, Joe; Templet, Kelley; Williams,
Patrick

Subject: FW: GDE response to Compliance Letter from CEMVN (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: SKMBT_C30013111811300.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Per our conversation at IRT meeting see Mr. Elliot's e-mail below. Please let me know if you have any comments.
Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 10:08 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

Jacqueline,

| have attached 2 maps for your consideration proposing 2 additional options for the GDE Investments La., LLC
Mitigation Bank.

Option A: See attachment 1 map: Would move part of the fence in the southern part of the bank. The revised bank total
wetland area outside the fence as per the July 8, 2013 JD would be 165.3 acres. Since 73 acres/credits have already been
sold the remaining bank wetland acres for option A after resolving all compliance issues would 92.3 acres. | estimate
completing the compliance work and removing the section of fence to be completed by late spring to the summer of
2014.

Option B: See attachment 2 map: Is the current existing wetlands as per the July 8, 2013 JD that exist outside the fenced
area which totals 87.6 acres. Since 73 acres/credits have been sold the remaining wetland bank acres for option B after
resolving all compliance issues would be 14.6 acres. | would estimate the field work to be completed by the end of 2013.





As | have mentioned we have been doing field work to remove the naturally recruited pine and Chinese tallow trees
since early September. There will be no issues complying with the MBI regarding the planted trees once this field work is
completed.

Should you have any questions feel free to contact me.
Regards,

Greg

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 5:02 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Greg:

The letter dated November 7, 2013, presented four acceptable options to you, of which number 1 of your preliminary
qguestions is included. This would have to be 73 acres of wetland restoration.

As far as the 87.6 acres, please send a map and detailed description of what you are proposing. Please note this 87.6
acres would have to contain at least 73 acres of wetland restoration.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 1:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

My preliminary questions are as follows:
1. B option: confirm if north fence is moved back to allow 73 acres to not be fenced that is acceptable?

2. Why can the southern 87.6 acres outside the fence not be used to satisfy the 73 acre requirement?
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3. Why can the bank not be reduced to 87.6 acres which is outside the fence? This acreage is near to being fully
compliant as a result of recent field work removing the volunteer pine and tallow trees.

I am further investigating the definition of "partitioning by fence". Then my question would be why can the bank not be
reduced to the 279.4 acres currently inside the fence?

Regards,

Greg

Sent from my iPad
On Nov 12, 2013, at 3:09 PM, "Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN" <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil> wrote:

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

> Caveats: NONE

>

> Greg,

>

> You can discuss any questions you have with me.
>

> Thanks

>

> Jacqueline Farabee

> Environmental Resources Specialist
> U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

> New Orleans District

> (504) 862-2595

>

> Through deeds not words,

> we are BUILDING STRONG

> From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

> Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 2:22 PM

> To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

> Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

>

> Jacgeline,

>

> After a brief review of the letter | have clarification questions to options b and c. Should I discuss this with you are
Martin?

>
> Greg

>

> - Original Message -----

> From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
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> Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 12:45 PM
> To: Elliott, Greg

> Subject: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)
>

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

> Caveats: NONE

>

> Mr. Elliot:

>

> | have attached the compliance letter you have been waiting for. | will send the hard copy also.
>

> If you have any questions please contact me.
>

> Jacqueline Farabee

> Environmental Resources Specialist

> U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

> New Orleans District

> (504) 862-2595

>

> Through deeds not words,

> we are BUILDING STRONG

>

>

>

>

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

> Caveats: NONE

>

>

>

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

> Caveats: NONE

>

>

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF September 18, 2012

Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

SUBJECT: G.D.E. Investments LA, L..I..C., Mitigation Bank

G.D.E. Investments LA LLC
1150 Smede Highway
Broussard, Louisiana 70518

Gentlemen:

This letter is in response to the August 16, 2012 monitoring report submitted for the
G.D.E. Mitigation Bank, located in Evangeline Parish, near the community of Oakdale,
Louisiana, in Sections 5, 8,9, & 16, T3S-R2W.

Upon review of the monitoring report in conjunction with the G.D.E. Mitigation Banking
[nstrument (MBI) (Section V1.) which was signed on April 23, 2007, it is clear that the
performance standards as set forth by this banking agreement have not been met.

At this time we are suspending further credit sales for the G.D.E., Investments Mitigation
Bank. We are requesting that you provide an adaptive management plan that addresses the
following issues:

1. The ratio of hard mast to soft mast (reference page 3 of the MBI)

2. Invasive/exotic vegetation control (page 4 of the MBI)

3. The roadways that exist on the mitigation bank site.

4. The ponds and food plots that exist on the mitigation bank site.

5. The Interim Success Criteria (page 6 of the MBI) in which it is stated that “site
hydrology shall be restored such that the site meets the wetland criterion as described in the
Corps 1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual. Data demonstrating that wetland hydrology has been
re-established is to be collected and provided by the Sponsor and approved by the Corps of
Engineers, New Orleans District (CEMVN).”

6. Please provide a copy of the statements for each of the financial accounts.

The above are only some of the issues that should be addressed in this plan. It is strongly
recommended that you refer to the MBI especially the sections listed below:

Section V. Performance Standards

Section VI. Reporting Protocols and Monitoring Plan

Section VII. Contingencies, Remedial Actions and Responsibilities






If you have any questions or require any further assistance, please contact Ms. Jacqueling
Farabee by telephone at 504-862-2595 or by email at Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Pete J. Serio

Chief, Regulatory Branch
CEMVN
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G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Introduction

The purpose of this document is to address the adaptive management plan for G.D.E. Investments LA,

LLC Mitigation Bank (Bank) located in Evangeline Parish, Louisiana. In addition, this document provides

data of the conditions and operations that are currently taking place. The goal of the Adaptive

Management Plan is to describe procedures to: (1) reduce the number undesirable tree species within

the Bank and (2) adjust the hard mast tree to soft mast tree ratio to meet the requirement of the

Mitigation Banking Instrument (MBI).

Plan for Adaptive Management

Within the Bank, natural recruitment of various pine
species has occurred. This recruitment has contributed
to pines as being the dominant species within the
mitigation bank. To reduce the number of pines, a small
skid steer loader with a forestry cutter attachment has
been and will continue to be used to precision clear pines
and other invasive tree species, such as Chinese Tallow.
Existing planted trees will be avoided to the extent
practicable. The operator has been instructed to avoid
any significant disturbance of soils. Five (5) new

permanent monitoring plots have been added to the
twelve (12) previously existing permanent monitoring
plots. At the completion of the removal of pine and
tallow trees, all seventeen (17) permanent monitoring
plots will be revisited to determine effectiveness of the
removal activities, determine the presence of invasive
species, such as, Chinese Tallow, determine the hard
mast to soft mast ratio and estimate the density of
surviving trees per acre. Should the hard mast to soft
mast ratio or density of trees per acre criteria not be
met, additional trees will be planted in order to meet the
requirement set forth within the MBI for the Bank. If
necessary to control invasive species, such as, Chinese
tallow, an aerial application of a broad spectrum,
systemic herbicide, such as, Clearcast, will be applied to
impacted areas on an acre by acre basis.

Preliminary Survey

Skid Steer with Forestry Cutter Attachment

BEFORE

J AFTER

Before and After Thinning

On August 19, 2014, a J.M. Burguieres Co., LTD biologist visited the Bank to inspect the process and

determine the extent of completion of non-desirable tree removal (Exhibit 1). Seventeen (17) random






G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

plots were observed for species present and approximate density of trees within a fifteen (15) foot
radius. Data and photos from the visit are located in Attachment A. The results of the informal survey
indicate that the process of removing pine and tallow trees appears to be effective with minimal impact
to previously planted species. Overall densities of trees per acre are compliant with the MBI with the
exception of Plot 09 (~123 trees per acre). Pre-removal of non-desirable trees can be seen in Plot 17. At
the time of the survey, it was estimated that approximately 80% of the removal of excessive pines and

tallow trees has been completed.
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ATTACHMENT A
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SAMPLE PLOT #01

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Five (5) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 308 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum, Red maple, Oaks

Juncus sp. present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall of 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #02

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Nine (9) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 554 trees per acre.
Trees present: Bitter pecan, Red maple, Oaks, American elm

Ground saturated with Alternanthera phioxoides (alligatorweed) and Pontederia sp. (pickerelweed)
present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall of 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTHWEST FACING NORTHEAST
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SAMPLE PLOT #03

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Ten (10) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 610 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum, Red maple, Oaks

Ground saturated with Alternanthera phioxoides (alligatorweed) and Pontederia sp. (pickerelweed)
present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall of 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST





G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SAMPLE PLOT #04

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Six (6) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 369 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum, Red maple, Oaks

Ground saturated with Alternanthera phioxoides (alligatorweed) and Pontederia sp. (pickerelweed)
present at the plot.

Small tallow trees observed at plot.
Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall of 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #05

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Five (5) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 610 trees per acre.
Trees present: Green ash, Bitter pecan, Oaks

Area was recently cleared of pines.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Summer of 2014.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #06

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Four (4) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 246 trees per acre.
Trees present: Oaks

Small tallow trees were observed at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall of 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #07

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Four (4) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 246 trees per acre.
Trees present: Bitter pecans and Oaks

Area was recently cleared of pines.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Spring of 2014.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST





G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SAMPLE PLOT #08

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Six (6) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 369 trees per acre.
Trees present: Pine Bitter pecan American elm, Oaks

Ground saturated with Alternanthera phioxoides (alligatorweed) and Pontederia sp. (pickerelweed)
present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Spring of 2014.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #09

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Two(2) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 123 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum and Bitter pecan

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Spring of 2014.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #10

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Six (6) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 369 trees per acre.
Trees present: Pine and Oaks

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Spring of 2014.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #11

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Six (6) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 369 trees per acre.
Trees present: Pine and Oaks

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #12

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Five (5) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 308 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum, Bitter Pecan, Green ash, Oaks

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #13

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Seven (7) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 431 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum, Red maple, Oaks

Juncus sp. present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST
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SAMPLE PLOT #14

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Four (4) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 246 trees per acre.
Trees present: Pine and Oaks

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST





G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SAMPLE PLOT #15

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Four (4) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 246 trees per acre.
Trees present: Pine, Honey locust, Oaks

Juncus sp. present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST





G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SAMPLE PLOT #16

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Eight (8) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 492 trees per acre.
Trees present: Sweetgum, Red maple, Oaks

Juncus sp. present at the plot.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees removed during the Fall 2013.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST





G.D.E. INVESTMENTS LA, LLC MITIGATION BANK
ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

SAMPLE PLOT #17

DATE: 08/19/2014

SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS:

Nineteen (19) trees observed in 15 foot radius: roughly 1,170 trees per acre.

Trees present: Pine

This area was in the process of selective clearing.

Dominant species present was pine however it was noted that other planted trees were surviving.

Excessive volunteer pine trees and tallow trees currently being removed.

SAMPLE PLOT PHOTOGRAPHS

FACING NORTH FACING EAST

FACING SOUTH FACING WEST






From: Elliott, Greg

To: Farabee. Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] GDE Game Fence Enclosure
Date: Tuesday, September 03, 2013 2:50:17 PM
Attachments: SKMBT_C30013090315010.pdf

Ms. Jacqueline,

See attached letter with a map of the subject game fence on the GDE property. The original is in the
mail. As we discussed in our phone conversation hopefully this subject can be resolved quickly, so the
AMP work can begin.

I have started preparing the AMP, specifically to bring the HM to SM ratio and exotic Chinese tallow
trees in line with the MBI. | have purchased a special piece of equipment to allow removal of the
loblolly pine and Chinese Tallow trees without damaging the planted hardwood trees.

Should you have any questions feel free to contact me.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ®

Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com

website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by
the addressee(s) shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or
exempt from disclosure law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that
copying, use, or distrubution of information transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If
you received this message by mistake, please immediately call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the
original message.
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GDE Investments LA, LLC
1150 Smede Hwy
Broussard, LA 70518
337-298-6084

September 3, 2013

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

CEMVS OD-S

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Attn: Ms. Jacqueline Farabee

Subject: Game Fence — GDE Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank

Ms. Farabee,

Subsequent to our phone conversation last Thursday morning, the following summarizes the
history of the game fence located in the northern part of the GDE Investments LA, LLC
Mitigation Bank and the request to keep it in place within the GDE Investments LA, LLC
Mitigation Bank.

The game fence was considered during the evaluation of the property and the terms of the
final Mitigation Banking Instrument (MBI) and the Conservation Servitude memorialized the
game fencing subject in 2007. The email previously forwarded to you dated April 2, 2007 from
Mr. James Barlow to Mr. Kip Manual confirms that the section of the game fence “crossing”
the Mitigation Bank in Mr. Barlow’s opinion was not a problem. His statement “l don’t think
the agencies will take issue with the fencing” made us believe the requested “cross fence”
would not be a problem. Had Mr. Barlow indicated a game fence would not be allowed the
subject would had been dropped and no game fence would have been built.

Regarding the uses prohibited by the MBI in particular “partitioning by fence” the definition of
“partitioning” is the act or process of dividing something into parts; therefore the GDE MBI and
its implementing components allow fencing of the perimeter of the property. We now
understand newer MBIs clearly disallow all fencing.

All game fence enclosures in Louisiana are managed by the LA, Dept. of Agriculture and
Forestry Office of Animal Health under Dr. Mike Strain. Animals in the enclosure cannot be
released into the wild; therefore the game fence cannot be removed without violating State
Law. Only native whitetail deer from Louisiana based breeders have been used to stock the
enclosure. No exotic animals have been stocked in the enclosure. All small game enters and
exits the enclosure at their will. Birds are not affected by the game fence. Actually they enjoy







being able to perch on the top wire!l No managed deer breeding occurs; therefore deer exist
under natural conditions. No deer are brought in the fall to be hunted. All deer grow-up in
the enclosure. Deer biologists confirm a deer does not use more than 100 acres. Also, deer
biologists state that deer enclosures over 300 acres present equally difficult harvesting
challenges as deer raised outside an enclosure. The GDE enclosure is 500 acres.

Your authorization to keep the subject game fence “as is” is being requested? No future
fencing will be requested on this property.

Should you have any questions feel free to contact me @ 337-298-6084 or by e-mail

Sincerely,

Greg Eli;ott

Manager,
GDE Investments LA, LLC
Mitigation Bank
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GDE Investments LA, LLC
1150 Smede Hwy
Broussard, LA 70518
337-298-6084

September 3, 2013

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

CEMVS OD-S

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Attn: Ms. Jacqueline Farabee

Subject: Game Fence — GDE Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank

Ms. Farabee,

Subsequent to our phone conversation last Thursday morning, the following summarizes the
history of the game fence located in the northern part of the GDE Investments LA, LLC
Mitigation Bank and the request to keep it in place within the GDE Investments LA, LLC
Mitigation Bank.

The game fence was considered during the evaluation of the property and the terms of the
final Mitigation Banking Instrument (MBI) and the Conservation Servitude memorialized the
game fencing subject in 2007. The email previously forwarded to you dated April 2, 2007 from
Mr. James Barlow to Mr. Kip Manual confirms that the section of the game fence “crossing”
the Mitigation Bank in Mr. Barlow’s opinion was not a problem. His statement “l don’t think
the agencies will take issue with the fencing” made us believe the requested “cross fence”
would not be a problem. Had Mr. Barlow indicated a game fence would not be allowed the
subject would had been dropped and no game fence would have been built.

Regarding the uses prohibited by the MBI in particular “partitioning by fence” the definition of
“partitioning” is the act or process of dividing something into parts; therefore the GDE MBI and
its implementing components allow fencing of the perimeter of the property. We now
understand newer MBIs clearly disallow all fencing.

All game fence enclosures in Louisiana are managed by the LA, Dept. of Agriculture and
Forestry Office of Animal Health under Dr. Mike Strain. Animals in the enclosure cannot be
released into the wild; therefore the game fence cannot be removed without violating State
Law. Only native whitetail deer from Louisiana based breeders have been used to stock the
enclosure. No exotic animals have been stocked in the enclosure. All small game enters and
exits the enclosure at their will. Birds are not affected by the game fence. Actually they enjoy





being able to perch on the top wire!l No managed deer breeding occurs; therefore deer exist
under natural conditions. No deer are brought in the fall to be hunted. All deer grow-up in
the enclosure. Deer biologists confirm a deer does not use more than 100 acres. Also, deer
biologists state that deer enclosures over 300 acres present equally difficult harvesting
challenges as deer raised outside an enclosure. The GDE enclosure is 500 acres.

Your authorization to keep the subject game fence “as is” is being requested? No future
fencing will be requested on this property.

Should you have any questions feel free to contact me @ 337-298-6084 or by e-mail

Sincerely,

Greg Eli;ott

Manager,
GDE Investments LA, LLC
Mitigation Bank
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Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 1:09 PM
To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Howard, Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre,
John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

Subject: GDE #4

Attachments: 8-8-16 CEMVN assembled drawings .pdf; 9-29-14 AMP GDE_Report with photos.pdf; Chart
itemization of attachments .docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

As you have now read in the previous attachments the Sponsor feels he has sent all of the information that we have
requested, to use for our review, in previous packages/reports/responses/etc. So | have looked through the
correspondence and the Bl and the rest of the file to come up with the best assemblage of drawings that we could use
but this assemblage is still lacking in order for us to answer certain questions. The following are some of the questions
or thoughts that | have.

1. To calculate the acreage that surrounds the fence and is cleared we would need to know the width of the area from
the fence to the end of the cleared area.

2. He gives different acreages for the planting acres as you can see and | have itemized in my chart. | feel these
acreages need to be confirmed. What are we looking at now?

3. Same as number 2 for the ponds, food plots, roads.

4. | think we should have the dimensions for the roadways, food plots and ponds to be able to verify any acreage that
may be provided for these.

5. There are no cross sections showing the level of roads, ponds, food plots, fence line etc.

6. Have any culverts been installed or any other hydrologic manipulation incorporated in the ponds in conjunction with
the bank?

Please let me know what kind of information you believe we are lacking to evaluate the bank in its present state.
| will be e-mailing the monitoring report also so that you won't have to look it up.

If you could get back to me within 10 days that would be great. (Fri. 8-19).

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.
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From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

To: "Elliott, Greg"

Subject: Information request for GDE Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Monday, July 22, 2013 3:50:00 PM

Attachments: 7-22-13 Compliance notes .pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

Since we have received the completed JD (dated 7-8-13), | have attached the list of items that I need
you to address for the GDE Mitigation Bank compliance/monitoring report. If you have any questions
please contact me.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

1. In your May 22, 2013, response to comments provided by CEMVN on May 102013,
you stated that: “of the 12 monitoring plots a total of 62 for hard mast and 35 for soft
mast was reported”. However in referencing the data provided for the 12 monitoring
plots it is clearly shown that bank has not achieved the hard mast to soft mast ratio as
stated in the MBI. The calculations for hard mast to soft mast are: 31% hard mast to
69% soft mast overall. These calculations take into account all specimens in each plot.

Please refer to the MBI under Goals and Objectives for further information.

A method for adjusting such percentages should be included in the adaptive
management plan that you present to CEMVN.

2. The percentage of exotics on site is high and will need to be addressed. The Chinese
Tallow should be treated this year. A detailed adaptive management plan should be
developed and presented to CEMVN.

Please refer to MBI Section II.B.2. Invasive/Exotic Vegetation Control for further
information.

3. Please refer below to the copies of the maps that were provided with your August 21,
2012, monitoring report and compare them to the July 8, 2013, JD (copy attached).
After your comparison please provide a separate map showing where the 278.3 acres
from the 2007 and 2009 plantings are located on the JD.

GUE Invesimanls LA, LLL Mitigauon sank
Northern Portion, Section 9, T35, R2ZW, Evangeline Parish, LA

Legend
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

GDE Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank
sthern Portion, Section 9 & 16, T35, R2ZW, Evangeline ds. _

._!S ¥ Ty

s

Legend

@ Fence comer
& Gate

& Plot

—— Highfence
E=3 2007 Planting
£33 2009 Planting
= Roads

£ Food Plots
ERGDE LLC Water
1in=0.125 miles

882012 Ny

# Jemplin Forestry, ‘Tne.

4. It was stated in your May 22, 2013 response to the May 10, 2013, comments that the
fire lanes and some of the food plots were planted. Please provide data on the
plantings (species list, seedling numbers per species, and describe your methodology in

planting for maintaining a diverse habitat). Provide a map that includes these 2013
plantings.

5. Please add additional bank monitoring plots as indicated on the map below. These
plots are numbered 13 through 17 and have Latitude and Longitude assigned to each
plot. Please provide the additional information for these plots in the monitoring report
format. These 5 plots will be additional permanent plots set up as stated on page 7
(Section VI. C. of the MBI) and included in all monitoring reports herein.

Page 2 of 6







Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Plot 16°30.81609;:-92.57345 J

plot 15 30.81566; -92.5755 ‘

‘ plot 14 30:81029; -92.57688
plot 14 30.81029;-92.57689 /

30.808161,-92 577025
& plot 13 30.8053;-02.57345

-

plot 17 30.80128; -92:57166 !

Beaver.
e

'
© 2013 Google \

Imagery Date: 5/31/2012 @ | 1994 30°48'37 79" N 92°34'36.82"W elev 1151t

6. In comments provided in your May 22, 2013, response you stated that the monitoring
report submitted on August 21, 2012, should cover the 5 year requirement for the 2007
plantings and the 3 year requirement for the 2009 plantings.

The following is stated in Section V. of the MBI on pages 5 and 6:

Initial Success Criteria: 2. Vegetation: A minimum of 50 % or 266 planted seedlings per
acre, consistent with the planted ration of hard mast to soft mast-producing species,
must survive through the end of the first growing season following the planting (i.e. Year
1). This criterion will apply to initial plantings as well as any subsequent

Interim Success Criteria: 2. Vegetation and Vegetative Plantings. For a given planting,
a minimum of 300 seedlings per acre must survive through the end of the fourth year
(i.e. Year 5) following successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria. Trees
established through natural recruitment may be included in this tally; however, a range
of 120 to 135 hard mast-producing seedlings per acre must be present. Exotic/invasive
species may not be included in this tally.

Page 3 of 6







Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

By Year 5 following successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria, the bank
acreage and the perimeter of that acreage shall be virtually free (approximately 5% or
less on an acre-by-acre basis) of exotic/invasive vegetation.

Planted tracts must exhibit characteristics and diversity indicative of a viable native
forested wetland community commensurate with stand age and site conditions by Year
5. Achievement of a wetland vegetation dominance is defined as a vegetation
community where more than 50% of all dominant species are facultative (“FAC”) or
wetter, excluding FAC-plants, using “routine delineation methods” as described in the
“Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Method,” Technical Report 97-1 (“1987
Manual”).

7. In review of the GDE Mitigation Bank file it was discovered that The
Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust does not fit the description of a
servitude holder. Section X. F. 2. of the MBI states: “The Sponsor shall execute a
conservation servitude (pursuant to the Louisiana Conservation Servitude Act, R.S.
9:1271 et seq.) substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachment F and record it
in the Mortgage and Conveyances Records Office of Evangeline Parish. The
Conservation Servitude Holder shall be approved by the IRT prior to its execution. The
Holder shall be qualified to hold this Conservation Servitude by virtue of being:

a. A governmental body empowered to hold an interest in immovable
property under the laws of the State of Louisiana or the United States of America;
or

b. A charitable corporation, charitable association, or charitable trust,
qualified under § 501(c)(3) of the U.S Internal Revenue Code, the purposes or
powers of which include:

1) Retaining or protecting the natural, scenic, or open-space values of immovable
property:

2) Assuring the availability of immovable property for agricultural, forest,
recreational or open-space use;

3) Protecting natural resources;

4) Maintaining or enhancing air or water quality; or

5) Preserving the historical, archaeological or cultural aspects of unimproved
immovable property. “

8. The Conservation Servitude and the MBI have conflicting language in relation to the
“Uses Prohibited by the Conservation Servitude” (Section XI. A of the MBI) and
paragraph four of the servitude. | do not have information that would support such
changes in language, however if you can provide any supporting information that would
be helpful.

9. Please note when calculating acreage for the bank please only round to the nearest

1/10 of an acre. For example the acreage for the fire lines (as listed in the August 21,
2013, monitoring report) would be 5.8 not 5.77.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Attachment:

Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination

E ACCT. # MVN-2012-02973-SC
For G. Ellion, GDE Invesiment LA, LLC with
Arabic Env'l Solutionz’ field daw
Sec, 9 & 16, T35, R2IW, Evangeline Parish. La
Lat. 30806161, Long. -92.577025  favd-24-13gme

ARABE
ENVIRONMENTAL
SOLUTIONS FIGURE 2
) SITE DIAGRAM
- WETLAND DELINEATHON
GOE INVEETMENT LA, LLC MITIGATION SANH

* EVBNGELINE PARISH. LOUISIANA

Dreem By CRH Checked By: CE.

Dt B-18-132 Draerg Mo 191702
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Summary:

Please provide an detailed adaptive management plan to address the items listed
above. Please provide support for all information provided.

Page 6 of 6










GDE INVESTMENTS LA, LLC
1150 SMEDE HWY
BROUSSARD, LA 70518

June 23, 2015

Mr. Martin Mayer

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Re:  Notification of Removal of Lands from GDE Investments LA., LLC. Mitigation Bank
Pursuant to Section XII, Paragraph 2 of the Mitigation Banking Instrument

Dear Mr. Mayer,

As you are aware, the GDE Investments Mitigation Bank includes 457 acres of former
farm land, including a considerable area not considered mitigation and an area of uplands. Only
367 acres is considered as mitigation. Thus, pursuant to Section XII, Addenda to the Mitigation
Bank, GDE Investments hereby elects to remove the following land from the area.

Approximately 21.5 acres commencing 810’ north of the SE corner of section 9, thence
West 850", thence North 1100, thence East 850", thence South 1100'.

Attached is a copy of the July 8, 2013 jurisdictional determination with the subject
+/- 21.5 acres marked. Should the Corp. require the removed piece of land, GPS corner
coordinates they will be provided.

Sincerely,

By sttt

" Greg Elliott
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Evangeline Parish Recording Page

Walter Lee
Clerk of Court
P.O. Drawer 347
Vilie Platte, LA 70586
(337) 363-5671
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AMENDMENT TO CONSERVATION SERVITUDE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF LAFAYETTE
Be it known on this ﬁ day of August, 2008, before me, the undersigned Notary
Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the Staté of Louisiana and in the presence of

the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared:

GDE INVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C., a Louisiana Limited Liability Company (hereinafter

referred to as “GRANTOR?”), herein represented by Gregory Elliott, Managing Member, who,
after being duly sworn by me, Notary Public, declared that:

On or about June 28, 2007 GRANTOR did sign a Conservation Servitude agreement
establishing a Mitigation Area pursuant to L.R.S. 9:1271 et seq transferring certain properties to
the CALCASIEU/MERMENTAU WETLAND CHARITABLE TRUST ( hereinafter referred to
as “HOLDER?”) certain properties located in Evangeline Parish, Louisiana. By this act
GRANTOR and HOLDER do hereby amend the original Conservation Servitude to remove that
portion of the property located in Section 15, T-3-S, R-2-W as shown on paragraph number 1 on
said Conservation Servitude Agreement. Therefore, we the undersigned parties do hereby amend
the original Conversation Servitude Agreement so that paragraph one shall read as follows, to
wit:

1. GRANTOR, in consideration of the mutual benefit to be derived n
the establishment of GDE Investments, La, L.L.C. Mitigation Arca
and pursuant to L.R.S. 9:1271 et seq., do by these presents, grant,
transfer, convey and deliver unto GRANTEE, the
Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust (hereinafter
“HOLDER?”), with all legal warranties and with full subrogation and
to all rights and actions in warranty which GRANTOR has or may
have against all preceding owners and vendors, possession and
delivery of a certain CONSERVATION SERVITUDE, in, on, over,
upon and across the following described property:

All of Section 9, less and except S ¥ of SW %, T-3-S, R-2-W and
N % and NE Y Section 16, T-3-S,. R-2-W,
Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana
GRANTOR and HOLDER do hereby request that the Clerk of Court of Evangeline
Parish indicate on the original Conservation Servitude which is recorded in Conveyance Book

SS 7707
333 at page 581 of the records of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court this amendment to the

original Conservation Servitude Agreement. Henceforth, the Conservation Servitude shall be

amended as set forth herein.





THUS DONE AND SIGNED on the day, month and year first above written in the
presence of the competent undersigned witnesses, and appearers, and me, Notary Public, after a

due reading of the whole.

WITNESSES: APPEARERS

P /44/‘1 ! f M

inted Name £« GDE INVESTMENTS LA,L.L.C.b
Plp~b MY y
eodp e K7 Gregory Elliott, Managing Member

Pr@d Name.ﬁcgsmp. (( ,Q Lsﬁ

CALCASIETJ/MERMENTA WETLAND
CHARITABLE TRUST, by Gregory
Elliott

T)CJ'TW Q& (QLM W

NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name:____Pamela Aucoin—
Notary LD. No:_Notary Public #3532¢






G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C.
“CERTIFICATE OF MORTGAGE ”

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF EVANGELINE

| HEREBY CERTIFY, that after a careful examination of the indices to the mortgage
records of this office for TEN (10) years back from this date, there appears no evidence
of any uncancelled mortgage recorded in the name(s) of:

G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C. & GREGORY DALE ELLIOTT
operating upon the following property, to wit:

All of Section 9, less and except S Y2 of S/W 1/4 T3S R2W

N % of NE 1/4 Section 16 T3S R2W

NW 1/4 and NW % of NE 1/4 of N/W 1/4 of Section 15 T3 R2W
Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana

OTHER THAN:
NONE

Regardless of present or past ownership of said property this certificate is made in
said name(s) exactly as above given, and in no other than the name(s) for the reason
that the person ordering this certificate requested it be prepared in the above given
name(s).

IN FAITH WHEREOF, Witness my Official Signature and Seal of Office at Ville
Platte, Louisiana, this 6™ day of MARCH, 2007 AT 8:00 A.M.






G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C.
“SUPPLEMENTAL CERTIFICATE OF MORTGAGE"

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF EVANGELINE

| HEREBY CERTIFY, that after a careful examination of the indices to the mortgage
records of this office from MARCH 6, 2007 up to the present date, there appears no
evidence of any uncancelled mortgages recorded in the name(s):

G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C. & GREGORY DALE ELLIOTT

operating upon the property described in the original certificate of mortgage attached:

OTHER THAN:

NONE

IN FAITH WHEROF, Witness my Official Signature & Seal of Office at Ville Platte,
Louisiana, this 8™ day of AUGUST, 2008 AT 8:00 A.M.

WALT EE, CLERK OF,COURT

______ At O_’

éPUT¥ CLE’RK E)F OURT
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CONSERVATION SERVITUDE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF LAFAYETTE

BE IT KNOWN, that on this %_ day of J U 6 , 2007, before me, the undersigned
Notary Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the State and Parish aforesaid, and in the
presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared GDE Investments
LA,L.L.C.,aLouisiana limited liability company, who, after being duly sworn by me, Notary Public,
(hereinafter “GRANTOR?”), and who declares:

1.

|US]

GRANTOR, in consideration of the mutual benefits to be derived in the
establishment of the GDE Investments La, L.L.C. Mitigation Area and pursuant to
L.R.S.9.1271 et seq., do by these presents, grant, transfer, convey and deliver unto
GRANTEE, The Calcasiew/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust (hereinafter
“HOLDER?), with all legal warranties and with full subrogation and to all rights and
actions in warranty which GRANTOR has or may have against all preceding owners
and vendors, possession and delivery of a certain CONSERVATION SERVITUDE,
in, on, over, upon and across the following described property:

All of Section 9, less and except S 2 of S/W 1/4 T3S R2W

N % of NE 1/4 Section 16 T3S R2W

NW 1/4 and NW % of NE 1/4 of N/W 1/4 of Section 15 T3 R2W
Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana

GRANTOR warrants that it owns the PROPERTY in fee simple and that said
PROPERTY is free from any mortgage, lien, judgment or encumbrance that will or
may conflict with the purposes of this Conservation Servitude.

“HOLDER?” is qualified to hold this Conservation Servitude by virtue of being:

A charitable corporation, charitable association, or charitable trust, qualified under
§ 501 (c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, the purposes or powers of which

include:

1) retaining or protecting the natural, scenic, or open-space values of immovable
property;

2) assuring the availability of immovable property for agricultural, forest,
recreational of open-space use;

3) protecting natural resources;

4) maintaining or enhancing air or water quality; or





5) preserving the historical, archaeological or cultural aspects of unimproved
immovable property.

Except as provided in the Mitigation Bank Interagency Agreement, a copy of which
is attached hereto and made a part hereof, the property is henceforth set aside and
reserved in its natural state, and GRANTOR will take no action or allow any action
which diminishes the property’s natural state or convert it to another use, which
includes, but is not limited to construction of any structure or structures on said
Property; the cutting, burning, removal or destruction of vegetation (including trees)
on said Property; the placing of any material or objects on Property; the building of
roads, trails or paths on said Property; changing the elevation of or contours of said
Property; in any way pumping, draining or causing said Property to be drained; the
grazing of animals on said Property; allowing commercial, industrial or agricultural
activities on said Property; or any other activity inconsistent with preserving said
Property’s natural state, flora, fauna and/or wetland character. GRANTOR is not,
however, required to perform any affirmative action to main said Property in its
natural state. GRANTOR specifically reserves all rights to hunting, recreation, forest
management, road maintenance, mineral ownership and exploration, high fence
installation and such other land uses that are not in contravention of that certain
Mitigation Bank Interagency Agreement.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries are
granted third party rights of enforcement. HOLDER and those with third party rights
of enforcement shall have the right to enter and go upon the PROPERTY for
purposes of inspection, verifying compliance with their Servitude, and to enforce the
provisions of this Servitude. No right of access or entry by the general public to any
portion of the property is conveyed by this Servitude.

Should GRANTOR, its heirs and assigns, and all subsequent owners, purchases,
lessees, grantees, and licensees fail to comply with the requirements of this Servitude,
HOLDER and those with third party rights of enforcement may undertake legal
proceedings to insure compliance. Among other relief, HOLDER and those with
third party rights of enforcement may seek the complete restoration of any breach of
this Servitude. Breaches of this Servitude may be actionable without notice. The
costs of correcting a breach or costs of restoration, including expenses, court costs
and attorneys’ fees, shall be paid by the GRANTOR or its heirs and assigns, and all
subsequent owners, purchases, lessees, grantees, and licensees. Enforcement shall
be at the discretion of the HOLDER and those with third party rights of enforcement,
and no omission or delay in acting shall constitute a waiver of any enforcement right.
These enforcement rights are in addition to and shall not limit enforcement rights
available under other provisions of law or equity, or under any applicable permit or

certification.





7. This Conservation Servitude is transferable, but only to a qualified HOLDER as
identified in Paragraph 3, above.

8. This Conservation Servitude is binding in perpetuity on GRANTOR, its heirs and
assigns, and all subsequent owners, purchases, lessees, grantees, and licensees.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the parties hereto have signed, executed and acknowledged
this instrument as their free and voluntary acts, in multiple originals, in the presence of the
undersigned competent witness, and me, Notary Public, on this 2% day of (Jlesc_ 2007,

at Lafayette, Louisiana.

WITNESSES: GRANTOR:

GDE INVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C.

\A\éddjxﬁ,/ jé/”d%#

Print Nam)%ﬁ’(u lf&hz\ y: /kﬁwﬁ(} re
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Prifit Name: J8A0 W X ke

Clab Y2
NOTARY PUBIAC
Print Name:

Notary ID No.:

WA

[ AEARRINLNRNAN

WITNESSES: GRANTEE:
The Calcasiew/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust

e, fOhth et

Print Naﬁ Marm’;?/? NN By: 7/«

wa

Pripd Name 080 M FL e

.

NOTARY PUBLIC ¢
Print Name:

utate of Louxsua .
My Commission is '
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The Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF LAFAYETTE

Before me, the undersigned Notary Public, personally came and appeared, Gregory Dale
Elliot, who declared as follows:

Declaration of Trust made as of the 8" day of June, 2007, by Gregory Dale Elliott, of PMB
106,981 Highway 98 East, Suite 3, Destin, Florida 32541, who hereby declares and agrees that he
has received this day from Gregory Dale Elliott, as Donor, the sum of Ten Dollars ($10) and that
they will hold and manage the same, and any additions to it, in trust, as follows:

L.
This trust shall be called The Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust.

II.

The trustee may receive and accept property, whether real, personal, or mixed, by way of gift,
bequest, or devise, from any person, firm, trust, or corporation, to be held, administered, and
disposed of in accordance with and pursuant to the provisions of this Declaration of Trust; but no
gift, bequest or devise of any such property shall be received and accepted if it is conditioned or
limited in such manner as to require the disposition of the income or its principal to any person or
organization other than a “charitable organization” or for other than “charitable purposes” within the
meaning of such terms as defined in Article III of this Declaration of Trust, or as shall in the opinion
of the trustees, jeopardize the federal income tax exemption of this trust pursuant to section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

L

A. The principal and income of all property received and accepted by the trustees to be
administered under this Declaration of Trust shall be held in trust by them, and the trustees may
make payments or distributions from income or principal, or both, to or for the use of such charitable
organizations, within the meaning of that term as defined in paragraph C, in such amounts and for
such charitable purposes of the trust as the trustees shall from time to time select and determine; and
the trustees may make payments or distributions from income or principal, or both, directly for such
charitable purposes, within the meaning of that term as defined in paragraph D, in such amounts as
the trustees shall from time to time select and determine without making use of any other charitable
organization. The trustees may also make payments or distributions of all or any part of the income
or principal to states, territories, or possessions of the United States, any political subdivision of any
of the foregoing, or to the United States or the District of Columbia but only for charitable purposes
within the meaning of that term as defined in paragraph D. Income or principal derived from
contributions by corporations shall be distributed by the trustees for use solely within the United
States or its possessions. No part of the net earnings of this trust shall inure or be payable to or for






the benefit of any private shareholder or individual, and no substantial part of the activities of this
trust shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to influence le gislation. No part
of the activities of this trust shall be the participation in, or intervention in (including the publishing
or distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate
for public office.

B. The trust shall continue forever unless the trustees terminate it and distribute all of
the principal and income, which action may be taken by the trustee in their discretion at any time.
On such termination, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning
of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal
tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government for a
public purpose. The donor authorizes and empowers the trustees to form and organize a nonprofit
corporation limited to the uses and purposes provided for in this Declaration of Trust, such
corporation to be organized under the laws of any state or under the laws of the United States as may
be determined by the trustees; such corporation when organized to have power to administer and
control the affairs and property and to carry out the uses, objects, and purposes of this trust. Upon
the creation and organization of such corporation, the trustee is authorized and empowered to
convey, transfer, and deliver to such corporation all the property and assets to which this trust may
be or become entitled. The charter, bylaws, and other provisions for the organization and
management of such corporation and its affairs and property shall be such as the trustees shall
determine, consistent with the provisions of this paragraph.

C. In this Declaration of Trust and in any amendments to it, references to “charitable
organizations” or “charitable organization” mean corporations, trusts, funds, foundations, or
community chests created or organized in the United States or in any of its possessions, whether
under the laws of the United States, any state or territory, the District of Columbia, or any possession
of the United States, organized and operated exclusively for charitable purposes, no part of the net
earnings of which inures or is payable to or for the benefit of any private shareholder or individual,
and no substantial part of the activities of which is carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting
to influence legislation, and which do not participate in or intervene in (including the publishing or
distributing of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for
public office. It is intended that the organization described in this paragraph C shall be entitled to
exemption from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the
corresponding section of any future federal tax code.

D. In this Declaration of Trust and in any amendments to it, the term “charitable
purposes” shall be limited to 1) retaining or protecting the natural, scenic, or open-space values of
immovable property, 2) assuring the availability of immovable property for agricultural, forest,
recreational or open-space use, 3) protecting natural resources, 4) maintaining or enhancing air or
water quality; or 5) preserving the historical, archaeological or cultural aspects of unimproved
immovable property and shall include only religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational
purposes within the meaning of those terms as used in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, but only such purposes as also
constitute public charitable purposes under the law of trusts of the State of Louisiana.





IV.

This Declaration of Trust may be amended at any time or times by written instrument or
instruments signed and sealed by the trustees, and acknowledged by any of the trustees, provided that
no amendment shall authorize the trustees to conduct the affairs of this trust in any manner or for any
purpose contrary to the provisions of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the
corresponding section of any future federal tax code. An amendment of the provisions of this Article
4 (or any amendment to it ) shall be valid only if and to the extent that such amendment further
restricts the trustees’ amending power. All instruments amending this Declaration of Trust shall be
noted or kept attached to the executed original of this Declaration of Trust held by the trustees.

V.

Any trustee under this Declaration of Trust may, by written instrument, signed and
acknowledged, resign his office. The number of trustees shall be at all times, not less than one and
whenever for any reason the number is reduced to one, there shall be, and at any other time there may
be, appointed one or more additional trustees. Appointments shall be made by the trustee or trustees
for the time in office by written instruments signed and acknowledged. Any succeeding or additional
trustee shall, upon his or her acceptance of the office by written instrument signed and
acknowledged, have the same powers, rights and duties, and the same title to the trust estate jointly
with the surviving or remaining trustee or trustees as if originally appointed.

None of the trustees shall be required to furnish any bond or surety. None of them shall be
responsible or liable for the acts or omissions of any other of the trustees or of any predecessor or
of a custodian, agent, depositary or counsel selected with reasonable care.

The one or more trustees, whether original or successor, for the time being in office, shall
have full authority to act even though one or more vacancies may exist. A trustee may, by
appropriate written instrument, delegate all or any part of his or her own powers to another or others
of the trustees for such delegating trustee may determine.

The trustees serving under this Declaration of Trust are authorized to pay themselves
amounts for reasonable expense incurred and reasonable compensation for services rendered in the
administration of this trust, but in no event shall any trustee who has made a contribution to this trust

ever receive any compensation thereafter.

VL

The trustees’ powers are exercisable solely in the fiduciary capacity consistent with and in
futherance of the charitable purposes of this trust as specified in Article III and not otherwise.

VIL

In this Declaration of Trust and in any amendment to it, references to “trustees” mean the one
or more trustees, whether original or successor, for the time being in office.





VIIIL

Any person may rely on a copy, certified by a notary public, of the executed original of this
Declaration of Trust held by the trustees, and of any of the notations on it and writings attached to
it, as fully as he might rely on the original documents themselves. Any such person may relay fully
on any statements of fact certified by anyone who appears from such original documents or from
such certified copy to be a trustee under this Declaration of Trust. No one dealing with the trustees
need inquire concerning the validity of anything the trustees purport to do. No one dealing with the
trustees need see to the application of anything paid or transferred to or upon the order of the trustees
of the trust.

XL

This Declaration of Trust is to be governed in all respects by the laws of the State of
Louisiana.

WITNESSES: TRUSTEE/SETTLOR
Print Nams_}\ﬁ //ﬂéi’rii’(? |72hon Gregory Dale Elliott

Notary Public
Print Name:
Notary ID No.:

7
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Cri Lt
- . TEDW.HOYT
2 Notary Public, Latayeite Parish
7L 1l "State of Louisiana
{ f Wiy Commission is FOT Life
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Seth Bordelon

From: Bordelon, Seth

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:50 PM

To: Matthew Weigel

Cc: Gutierrez, Raul; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis,

Dawn - NOAA Federal; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux,
Josh; Joe Maryman; Sharon McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John; Kelley Templet; Williams,
Patrick; Stephanie Zumo; David Soileau

Subject: Re: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

Jacqueline,

I was out of the office last week, so this is my first look at the agent’s response. | do not think the information
provided adequately addresses our concerns from my original email regarding the game fence. Below are a few
comments and specific issues 1’d like to see addressed.

As you know, the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act requires the Corps to coordinate with the Service and
LDWEF before issuing a 404 permit to ensure that fish and wildlife conservation receives equal consideration
with other project features. We feel that fish and wildlife resources are critical components (along with
vegetation, hydrology, soils, etc.) to any functional wetland ecosystem, and therefore their impacts must be
mitigated. The primary objective of mitigation banks should be to fully offset ALL wetland functions and
values lost at an impact site. Secondary uses of a mitigation bank (e.g., hunting) should not dictate the design of
the mitigation project in a manner that would limit the functions and values of the site. While a fence may not
affect jurisdiction, it certainly affects some aspects of an ecosystem’s functionality, particularly with regards to
wildlife.

Wildlife movement is a primary concern regarding the fence. A fence would prevent ingress and egress for
some species. There are four basic types of organism movements: (1) home range (regular movements within a
fixed area), (2) migratory (seasonal movements between breeding and non-breeding habitats), (3) dispersal
(movements by juveniles away from natal area), and (4) geographic range shifts (long-term movements in
response to climatic or environmental changes) (Hunter, M.L. Jr., 1997). There are many scientific papers that
discuss home ranges of different species, including home range sizes and overlap, as well as determining factors
such as food resources, reproduction requirements, breeding territories, sex and age of an individuals, etc. The
Sponsor should thoroughly address how the fence may affect home ranges of native species in the area.
Migratory movements would not likely be impacted for birds, but should be considered by the Sponsor for all
native terrestrial species in the area. Dispersal limitations are a serious concern with fencing. In most large
mammal species, juvenile males often disperse long distances from the family unit. A fence would prevent
dispersal for those animals. Dispersal should be thoroughly examined by the Sponsor for any species that may
be affected. The idea of geographic range shifts should also be examined by the sponsor across all wildlife
guilds. Other uncertainties regarding the fence that should be considered/addressed by the Sponsor include: (1)
Is backwater flooding expected in the area? How would the fence limit wildlife ingress/egress in response to
flooding events on or off site? (2) What if white-tailed deer populations grow too large and over browse the
site? How might this affect habitat quality for other species that require a more dense forest understory? (3)
Could confinement within the project site accelerate the spread of disease? (4) Any other factors that could
affect population dynamics (by species) or unintended habitat alterations.

It should be noted that, in general, the Service does not view the exclusion of predators from a site as

1





ecologically beneficial. Most of the “benefits” being attributed to the fence can likely be explained by the site’s
habitat diversity as compared to the surrounding monoculture pine forests. Regarding feral hogs, there are other
control options that the Service would consider ecologically preferable to an 8-foot game fence exclosure. We
will gladly participate in a meeting with the Sponsor to discuss alternatives to the game fence for wildlife
management and feral hog control.

Hunter, M.L. Jr. 1997. The Biological Landscape. Pages 57-67 in K.A. Kohm and J.F. Franklin (eds) Creating
a Forestry for the 21st Century.

Seth Bordelon

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Louisiana Ecological Services Office
(337) 291-3138

seth _bordelon@fws.gov

On Mon, May 16, 2016 at 12:31 PM, Matthew Weigel <mweigel@wlf.la.gov> wrote:
Jacqueline,

Although the sponsor's argument for maintaining the fence was stated, Exhibit 9 does not provide the essential
information requested by the USACE and IRT members. We believe that the information enumerated within
the USACE's and EPA's previous emails (May 02, 2016 and May 05, 2016 respectively) and referenced within
USFWS response (May 06, 2016) should be provided to the IRT. We too would like to review a complete
information package.

Thanks for coordinating,
Matt Weigel

42371 Phyllis Ann Drive
Hammond, LA 70403
Phone (985) 543-4777

Habitat Section

This electronic mail transmission may constitute an attorney-client communication that is privileged at law. It is
not intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic
mail transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by reply
e-mail, so that our address record can be corrected. All statements made in this electronic mail transmission are
solely the opinions and advice of the parties involved and should not be construed as statements of law

From: Gutierrez, Raul [mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:21 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA
Federal; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Joe Maryman; Sharon McCarthy
Pecquet; Pitre, John ; Kelley Templet; Matthew Weigel; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie Zumo

Subject: RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

This does not adequately answer any of my previous questions. In addition, a few more issues are raised below.

-The final sentence of paragraph one states that the fence will only be there for a limited number of years. We
2





need to know how much longer they intend to keep the fence. This can be addressed in maps depicting past,
present, and future/planned conditions, but a specific time frame should be included in the narrative portion of
their proposal.

-Paragraph two begins with a reference to authorization from CEMVN. The EPA does not have a copy in our
records and would very much appreciate a copy of this document.

-Paragraph four states that the herd is kept below the carrying capacity. The EPA is interested in reviewing how
the calculations were performed, and how the sponsor will certify that the reported number of animals on site is
true. Additionally, we would like the opportunity to review the browse surveys that demonstrate the herd is
below the carrying capacity.

Thanks for the opportunity to review and comment on the letter provided by the applicant. We look forward to
reviewing the complete information package once it is made available.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 9:27 AM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon
<Sharon.pecquet@Ila.gov>; Pitre, John <john.pitre@Ila.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@Ia.gov>;
Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wilf.la.gov>; Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie
<Stephanie.zumo@Ila.gov>

Subject: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

In this e-mail | requested a response by May 23 (looked at wrong date on calendar) but in fact | need a response
today so that | can prepare a letter for the Sponsor.

Thanks
Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
Special Projects and Policy Section





U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






From: Elliott, Greg

To: Earabee, Jacqueline R MVN
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 8:48:47 AM

Ms. Jacqueline,

Thanks for the reply. Please confirm that the portion of fence in question is the section that runs
through the bank as explained by Mr. Barlow's email? The Bl states no "partitioning by fencing" without
approval from the IRT. Also, confirm that bank "boundary" fencing is not a concern?

Does the US Corp. have a list of approved charitable Corps, assoc. or trust that | may contact regarding
item #77?

Regarding Item #1 and #2 is a letter to the CEVM/you explaining the proposed adaptive mgt. plan
adequate?

Installation of the 5 additional monitoring sites are scheduled for next week.

Regards,
Greg

————— Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 3:54 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

I am presently reviewing your information and responses to #7 and #8 of the July 22, 2013,
information sent to you by this office.

The e-mail that was sent by you on 8-1-13(attached) is not evidence of an approval for a fence and no
information was provided by you for me to review in relation to number seven, which leaves both items
yet unresolved.

If you have any further questions please let me know. | look forward to working with you in the future.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

----- Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 1:02 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN



mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com
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Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)
Ms. Jacqueline,

When do you think I will receive a response to my question on your questions #7 and #8 dated July
22, 2013? | know you are busy, but this is the time of year to start field work and resolving these 2
issues is very important, therefore a response would be appreciated. After these 2 issues are resolved
the remaining ones, mainly require field work, which | plan to start as soon as possible. | have secured
the necessary equipment to perform the field and could start soon.

Regards,

Greg

————— Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2013 3:42 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

I was out of the office last week and have just returned and trying to catch up such things as GDE etc.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

----- Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2013 10:45 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Ms. Jacqueline,

Just curious when you may be able to respond to my email questions regarding your compliance
questions #7 and #8 dated July 22, 2013?

I want these 2 items resolved prior to committing to any contracts to address the other items requiring
field work. It is rapidly approaching the best time of the year to perform the necessary field work, so as
I mentioned in one of the email replies, | would like to have a clear path to follow by the end of
August.

Regards,
Greg

----- Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, August 06, 2013 4:44 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)



mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil
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mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

I have not been able to go through all of your e-mails over the last several days, and was just
contacting you to let you know | have received messages and will get to them soon.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

————— Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2013 10:07 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Kip Manuel (Kip.Manuel@Yahoo.com)

Subject: FW: RE: G.D.E. Bank

Ms. Jacqueline,

Please see email response from Mr. James Barlow regarding the cross fence subject and stating that it
was approved. Also, | am fairly sure Mr. Martin would have been aware of this at the time the bank
was being approved. Lastly in our conversation at your office several months ago (April 1?) you
mentioned that the subject cross fence was approved by the Corp, but likely would not be approved
now days! Please confirm this subject has been satisfactory explained?

Also, | am working with contractors and consultants regarding your other compliance issues!

Greg

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net [mailto:kmanuel@cebridge.net]
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2007 12:33 PM

To: Elliott, Greg
Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. Bank

Greg would like your thoughts on this if you want to change the agreement and have them resign.Kip



mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com
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msg-21905-11.txt (0.9 Kb) attached

----- Original Message -----
From: 'Barlow, James A MVN'
To:

Sent: Mon Apr 2 10:48
Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. Bank

kip;

Sorry about not responding to your e-mail but I've been busy with other
issues and have been slow to respond to last week's e-mails. In response:

(1) Can we sign the agreement before the 4-items you wanted are finished
(i.e.) the Conservation Servitude, escrow acct. and mortgage free cert?

Yes, you can sign the agreement prior to providing those items. The
Conservation Servitude, escrow acct. and mortgage free cert will be necessary
before we can release credits.

(2) Also on section XI A.5 Mr. Elliott would like to install a game fence and
have a border fence that would cross going East to West at about the dividing
line from the north part from the newer south part. Looking at the map (page
30) it would cross 3- small pieces of wetland portions in the bank and then
go to the wooded acres. Can the banking agreement be changed to show this.

I don't think the agencies will take issue with the fencing.

However, | will copy them on this e-mail to get their input. Revising the
banking instrument at this time will result in delaying approval of the bank.

I have signatures from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries approving the banking instrument and EPA
says their signature page is on the way.

The only potential problem | see with the installation of fencing is

that it may result in areas not being planted. If installation of the fence
results in a reduction in planted area, we can modify the banking instrument
with an approval letter to explain why the acreage amount has been reduced.

James A. Barlow, Jr.
Environmental Resource Specialist
US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2250

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE











From: Elliott, Greg

To: Earabee, Jacqueline R MVN
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)
Date: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 4:08:08 PM

So we are clear until the fence subject is resolved | will not be doing anything else to comply with the
issues that have been brought up since our site visit last summer and other subsequent communications
of which I had no problem complying. This response, regarding the fence, is totally opposite to the
initial response from Mr. Barlow when the bank was being approved!

----- Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 2:57 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

This e-mail is in reply to your questions below as well as to provide guidance on providing the
information we have requested:

1. Partitioning refers to all fencing of this type. Game fences, by design, prevent the natural passage of
wildlife from adjacent areas.

2. The purpose of an Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) is to identify a management strategy for
corrective action in the event the site does not perform as proposed. It should identify specific and
measurable steps that will be taken to correct problems identified, as well as time frames for
implementation of the corrective actions and monitoring of these actions. While some necessary steps
toward corrective action were provided in the compliance documents sent to you on May 10, 2012 and
July 22, 2013, such as additional plots, you will need to review these compliance documents and
address all comments in detail in your AMP. Please do not send pieces of information in separate e-
mails, letters, etc., but incorporate all information in a detailed AMP that contains details about the work
being done, how it is being accomplished, the equipment to be used, how the certain areas are to be
accessed and the time frames for the proposed work. Please note the AMP should contain maps, plan
drawings and cross sectional drawings to support the information provided, as well as the use of
latitudes and longitudes to denote specific areas.

3. We do not have a list for conservation servitude holders. However if you go into RIBITS (the link is
below) you can contact some of the Banks such as Paradis etc. and they will share that information with
you. You can also use the Google search engine to search under: "Holders of servitudes for mitigation
banks in Louisiana” or "Land trusts to hold servitude for mitigation bank in Louisiana”.

https://rsgisias.crrel.usace.army.mil/ribits/f?p=107:2:822460479525201

Go to bottom left of page and use pull down to select New Orleans District Go to Banks and ILF sites on
left side of page under "Navigation"

I hope this addresses all of your questions.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
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(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

----- Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 8:49 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Ms. Jacqueline,

Thanks for the reply. Please confirm that the portion of fence in question is the section that runs
through the bank as explained by Mr. Barlow's email? The Bl states no "partitioning by fencing" without
approval from the IRT. Also, confirm that bank "boundary" fencing is not a concern?

Does the US Corp. have a list of approved charitable Corps, assoc. or trust that | may contact regarding
item #77?

Regarding Item #1 and #2 is a letter to the CEVM/you explaining the proposed adaptive mgt. plan
adequate?

Installation of the 5 additional monitoring sites are scheduled for next week.

Regards,
Greg

----- Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 3:54 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

I am presently reviewing your information and responses to #7 and #8 of the July 22, 2013,
information sent to you by this office.

The e-mail that was sent by you on 8-1-13(attached) is not evidence of an approval for a fence and no
information was provided by you for me to review in relation to number seven, which leaves both items
yet unresolved.

If you have any further questions please let me know. | look forward to working with you in the future.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG
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----- Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 1:02 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Ms. Jacqueline,

When do you think | will receive a response to my question on your questions #7 and #8 dated July
22, 2013? | know you are busy, but this is the time of year to start field work and resolving these 2
issues is very important, therefore a response would be appreciated. After these 2 issues are resolved
the remaining ones, mainly require field work, which I plan to start as soon as possible. | have secured
the necessary equipment to perform the field and could start soon.

Regards,

Greg

----- Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2013 3:42 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

I was out of the office last week and have just returned and trying to catch up such things as GDE etc.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

————— Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2013 10:45 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Ms. Jacqueline,

Just curious when you may be able to respond to my email questions regarding your compliance
questions #7 and #8 dated July 22, 20137

I want these 2 items resolved prior to committing to any contracts to address the other items requiring
field work. It is rapidly approaching the best time of the year to perform the necessary field work, so as
I mentioned in one of the email replies, | would like to have a clear path to follow by the end of
August.

Regards,

Greg
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————— Original Message-----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, August 06, 2013 4:44 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E. Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot:

I have not been able to go through all of your e-mails over the last several days, and was just
contacting you to let you know | have received messages and will get to them soon.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

----- Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greq.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 01, 2013 10:07 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Kip Manuel (Kip.Manuel@Yahoo.com)

Subject: FW: RE: G.D.E. Bank

Ms. Jacqueline,

Please see email response from Mr. James Barlow regarding the cross fence subject and stating that it
was approved. Also, | am fairly sure Mr. Martin would have been aware of this at the time the bank
was being approved. Lastly in our conversation at your office several months ago (April 1?) you
mentioned that the subject cross fence was approved by the Corp, but likely would not be approved
now days! Please confirm this subject has been satisfactory explained?

Also, I am working with contractors and consultants regarding your other compliance issues!

Greg

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net [mailto:kmanuel@cebridge.net]
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2007 12:33 PM

To: Elliott, Greg
Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. Bank
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Greg would like your thoughts on this if you want to change the agreement and have them resign.Kip

msg-21905-11.txt (0.9 Kb) attached

————— Original Message -----
From: 'Barlow, James A MVN'
To:

Sent: Mon Apr 2 10:48
Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. Bank

kip;

Sorry about not responding to your e-mail but I've been busy with other
issues and have been slow to respond to last week's e-mails. In response:

(1) Can we sign the agreement before the 4-items you wanted are finished
(i.e.) the Conservation Servitude, escrow acct. and mortgage free cert?

Yes, you can sign the agreement prior to providing those items. The
Conservation Servitude, escrow acct. and mortgage free cert will be necessary
before we can release credits.

(2) Also on section XI A.5 Mr. Elliott would like to install a game fence and
have a border fence that would cross going East to West at about the dividing
line from the north part from the newer south part. Looking at the map (page
30) it would cross 3- small pieces of wetland portions in the bank and then
go to the wooded acres. Can the banking agreement be changed to show this.

I don't think the agencies will take issue with the fencing.

However, | will copy them on this e-mail to get their input. Revising the
banking instrument at this time will result in delaying approval of the bank.

I have signatures from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries approving the banking instrument and EPA
says their signature page is on the way.

The only potential problem | see with the installation of fencing is

that it may result in areas not being planted. If installation of the fence
results in a reduction in planted area, we can modify the banking instrument
with an approval letter to explain why the acreage amount has been reduced.

James A. Barlow, Jr.
Environmental Resource Specialist
US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2250

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED





Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Elliott, Greg <Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 2:28 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: FW: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Attachments: 5-10-13 GDE compliance info chart.docx

Ms Jacqueline,

Please see my response to your GDE Mitigation Bank MBI Compliance notes dated May 10%™. Hopefully | will receive a
response on this soon. | have complied with the MBI requirement of 45 days to respond to your questions.

I really would like to see some credits released to be sold from the GDE Mitigation Bank until all these issues are
resolved. Nothing was noted by Gary and Brandon 2 site visits that would negatively affect the JD of original approved
acres. Your consideration in releasing 50 acres to be sold would be greatly appreciated. | have spent a considerable
amount of money, since your field trip last year, on consulting fees and forestry field work and have a considerable
amount of forthcoming consulting fees and field work to finalize the NEW JD and modify the monitoring report. It would
certainly be beneficial to have some income to offset these expenses while we are resolving all the
monitoring/compliance issues. There is no reason all these issues will not be resolved, but it will take more time for us to
get there. Lastly, | have demonstrated that the GDE Mitigation Bank will comply with the MBI, but when dealing with
400+ acres of 4-6 year old trees and some of the field work can only be done in certain times of the year it does take
time to complete all of these task.

Regards,

Greg

From: Bayard, Sonya

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 2:00 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI

Sonya Bayard
Executive Assistant

Workstrings International ®
1150 Smede Hwy.

Broussard, LA. 70518

Phone 337-989-9675

Fax 337-492-0012
Sonya.Bayard@workstrings.com
Web Page www.workstrings.com

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings International® is intended only for the use of the addressee(s) shown above. It contains
information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you are not the intended recipient of message, you are notified that copying,
use, or distribution of information transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately call us at
(337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.
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AMENDMENT TO CONSERVATION SERVITUDE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF LAFAYETTE

Be it known on this l5ﬁday of August, 2008, before me, the undersigned Notary
Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the State of Louisiana and in the presence of
the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared:

GDE INVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C., a Louisiana Limited Liability Company (hereinafter
referred to as “GRANTOR?”), herein represented by Gregory Elliott, Managing Member, who,
after being duly sworn by me, Notary Public, declared that:

On or about June 28, 2007 GRANTOR did sign a Conservation Servitude agreement
establishing a Mitigation Area pursuant to L.R.S. 9:1271 et seq transferring certain properties to
the CALCASIEU/MERMENTAU WETLAND CHARITABLE TRUST ( hereinafter referred to
as “HOLDER”) certain properties located in Evangeline Parish, Louisiana. By this act
GRANTOR and HOLDER do hereby amend the original Conservation Servitude to remove that
portion of the property located in Section 15, T-3-§, R-2-W as shown on paragraph number 1 on
said Conservation Servitude Agreement. Therefore, we the undersigned parties do hereby amend
the original Conversation Servitude Agreement so that paragraph one shall read as follows, to
wit:

1. GRANTOR, in consideration of the mutual benefit to be derived in

the establishment of GDE Investments, La, L.L.C. Mitigation Area
and pursuant to L.R.S. 9:1271 et seq., do by these presents, grant,
transfer, convey and deliver unto GRANTEE, the
Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust (hereinafter
“HOLDER”), with all legal warranties and with full subrogation and
to all rights and actions in warranty which GRANTOR has or may
have against all preceding owners and vendors, possession and
delivery of a certain CONSERVATION SERVITUDE, in, on, over,
upon and across the following described property:

All of Section 9, less and except S 2 of SW Y4, T-3-S, R-2-W and
N Y% and NE Y Section 16, T-3-S,. R-2-W,

Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana

GRANTOR and HOLDER do hereby request that the Clerk of Court of Evangeline
Parish indicate on the original Conservation Servitude which is recorded in Conveyance Book

557707
333 at page 581 of the records of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court this amendment to the

original Conservation Servitude Agreement. Henceforth, the Conservation Servitude shall be

amended as set forth herein.





THUS DONE AND SIGNED on the day, month and year first above written in the

presence of the competent undersigned witnesses, and appearers, and me, Notary Public, after a

due reading of the whole.

WITNESSES: APPEARERS:
Looge Moty Moned Aened 8 .
rinted Name:”™ ) .y g€~ GDE INVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C. by
° 2o < Gregory Elliott, Managing Member

CALCASIFU/MERMENTA WETLAND
CHARITABLE TRUST, by Gregory

Elliott

~SP0SE ,
Pl Name:Seg5ics P2 o Crpd

: -

})an"uﬁﬁ (L’c‘«fﬁf‘n ‘

NOTARY PUBLIC

Printed Name:____Pamela Aucoin—
Notary LD. No-*__Notary Public #35329






G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C.
“CERTIFICATE OF MORTGAGE ”

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF EVANGELINE

| HEREBY CERTIFY, that after a careful examination of the indices to the mortgage
records of this office for TEN (10) years back from this date, there appears no evidence
of any uncancelled mortgage recorded in the name(s) of:

G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C. & GREGORY DALE ELLIOTT
operating upon the following property, to wit:

All of Section 9, less and except S 2 of S/W 1/4 T3S R2W

N Y% of NE 1/4 Section 16 T3S R2W

NW 1/4 and NW 2 of NE 1/4 of N/W 1/4 of Section 15 T3 R2W
Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana

OTHER THAN:

NONE

Regardless of present or past ownership of said property this certificate is made in
said name(s) exactly as above given, and in no other than the name(s) for the reason
that the person ordering this certificate requested it be prepared in the above given
name(s).

IN FAITH WHEREOF, Witness my Official Signature and Seal of Office at Ville
Platte, Louisiana, this 6'" day of MARCH, 2007 AT 8:00 A.M.






G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C.
“SUPPLEMENTAL CERTIFICATE OF MORTGAGE"

STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF EVANGELINE

| HEREBY CERTIFY, that after a careful examination of the indices to the mortgage

records of this office from MARCH 8, 2007 up to the present date, there appears no
evidence of any uncancelled mortgages recorded in the name(s):

G D E INVESTMENTS, LA, L.L.C. & GREGORY DALE ELLIOTT

operating upon the property described in the original certificate of mortgage attached:

OTHER THAN:

NONE

IN FAITH WHEROF, Witness my Official Signature & Seal of Office at Ville Platte,
Louisiana, this 8" day of AUGUST, 2008 AT 8:00 A.M.

WALT EE, CLERK OF,COURT







Gutierrez, Raul

From: Elliott, Greg <Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 5:36 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: Re: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED)

Ms Jacqueline,

Thank you. Hopefully while this is all fresh on our minds we can finalize all these issue and a plan forward. Forester is
doing the field work for the Lonesome Dove Mit. Bank now, so we could easily move the recommended 5 monitoring
sites and provide you with the data soon.

If meeting with you in NOs the week of June 3 would help please let me know.
Regards,
Greg

----- Original Message -----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 04:00 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Greg:

This response to your e-mail is merely to inform you that | have received your information and that | will try to review
the information as quickly as time allows.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 2:28 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: FW: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI





Ms Jacqueline,

Please see my response to your GDE Mitigation Bank MBI Compliance notes dated May 10th. Hopefully | will receive a
response on this soon. | have complied with the MBI requirement of 45 days to respond to your questions.

| really would like to see some credits released to be sold from the GDE Mitigation Bank until all these issues are
resolved. Nothing was noted by Gary and Brandon 2 site visits that would negatively affect the JD of original approved
acres. Your consideration in releasing 50 acres to be sold would be greatly appreciated. | have spent a considerable
amount of money, since your field trip last year, on consulting fees and forestry field work and have a considerable
amount of forthcoming consulting fees and field work to finalize the NEW JD and modify the monitoring report. It would
certainly be beneficial to have some income to offset these expenses while we are resolving all the
monitoring/compliance issues. There is no reason all these issues will not be resolved, but it will take more time for us to
get there. Lastly, | have demonstrated that the GDE Mitigation Bank will comply with the MBI, but when dealing with
400+ acres of 4-6 year old trees and some of the field work can only be done in certain times of the year it does take
time to complete all of these task.

Regards,

Greg

From: Bayard, Sonya

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 2:00 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI

Sonya Bayard

Executive Assistant
Workstrings International (r)
1150 Smede Hwy.
Broussard, LA. 70518

Phone 337-989-9675





Fax 337-492-0012
Sonya.Bayard@workstrings.com

Web Page www.workstrings.com <blocked::http://www.workstrings.com/>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings International(r) is intended only for the use of the
addressee(s) shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure
law. If you are not the intended recipient of message, you are notified that copying, use, or distribution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 3:59 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Greg:

This is not an approval of any of the information/suggestions you provided as a response to the May 10, 2013
preliminary chart | provided to you. However | think you misunderstood the monitoring plot comment. Random plots
are to be established when the bank is first being constructed and there is no vegetation. This allows for plots to be
easily established and a truly unbiased plot selection. Therefore additional plots for this bank would be required to be a
systematic sampling not a random sampling. These plots would typically be established in rows and plot information
provided in the form of a map with points showing the plot location etc. GPS points would be recorded for each plot
(begin and end) and trees tagged and numbered so that future reports would provide information such as survivability
of individual plantings.

While | understand you concern for finances at this time your bank is not in compliance with the MBI.
| will be providing more input after we receive the JD.
Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 5:36 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: Re: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED)

Ms Jacqueline,
Thank you. Hopefully while this is all fresh on our minds we can finalize all these issue and a plan forward. Forester is
doing the field work for the Lonesome Dove Mit. Bank now, so we could easily move the recommended 5 monitoring

sites and provide you with the data soon.

If meeting with you in NOs the week of June 3 would help please let me know.





Regards,
Greg

----- Original Message -----

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 04:00 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Greg:

This response to your e-mail is merely to inform you that | have received your information and that | will try to review
the information as quickly as time allows.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 2:28 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: FW: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI

Ms Jacqueline,

Please see my response to your GDE Mitigation Bank MBI Compliance notes dated May 10th. Hopefully | will receive a
response on this soon. | have complied with the MBI requirement of 45 days to respond to your questions.

I really would like to see some credits released to be sold from the GDE Mitigation Bank until all these issues are
resolved. Nothing was noted by Gary and Brandon 2 site visits that would negatively affect the JD of original approved
acres. Your consideration in releasing 50 acres to be sold would be greatly appreciated. | have spent a considerable
amount of money, since your field trip last year, on consulting fees and forestry field work and have a considerable
amount of forthcoming consulting fees and field work to finalize the NEW JD and modify the monitoring report. It would
certainly be beneficial to have some income to offset these expenses while we are resolving all the

2





monitoring/compliance issues. There is no reason all these issues will not be resolved, but it will take more time for us to
get there. Lastly, | have demonstrated that the GDE Mitigation Bank will comply with the MBI, but when dealing with
400+ acres of 4-6 year old trees and some of the field work can only be done in certain times of the year it does take
time to complete all of these task.

Regards,

Greg

From: Bayard, Sonya

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 2:00 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI

Sonya Bayard

Executive Assistant

Workstrings International (r)
1150 Smede Hwy.

Broussard, LA. 70518

Phone 337-989-9675

Fax 337-492-0012
Sonya.Bayard@workstrings.com

Web Page www.workstrings.com <blocked::http://www.workstrings.com/>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings International(r) is intended only for the use of the
addressee(s) shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure
law. If you are not the intended recipient of message, you are notified that copying, use, or distribution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.





Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE
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High Fence
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MAY 22, 2015 GDE LETTER TO CEMVN

HARRISON

Law, LLC
Andrew J. Harrison, Jr. Arnold W. Reitze, Jr.®
Madeline Ahlgren qu?{ lCdo:mSeé
May 22, 2015

By U.S. Mail and Email

Aven Bruser, Esq.

Office of Counsel

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
7400 Leake Ave.

New Orleans, LA 70160

Re:  GDE Investments Mitigation Bank, LLC
Dear Aven:

In your email of April 28, 2015, you asked that we provide copies of emails and any
other materials that would show that the District reviewed the Conservation Servitude for the
GDE Investments Mitigation Bank.! Iam attaching copies of documents obtained from the
public records, from the client and through FOIA for your analysis with emphasis on short
excerpts. Before you review those, however, please allow me to express a few thoughts.

We believe these documents represent exactly what Mr. Elliott stated during the meeting
and demonstrate a high level of transparency on his part. First, the Conservation Servitude, prior
to and as amended, states that “GRANTOR specifically reserves all rights to hunting . . . high
fence installation and such other land uses that are not in contravention of that certain Mitigation
Bank Interagency Agreement.” See GDE Exhibit “A”. Thus, pursuant to the Conservation
Servitude, the installation of high fencing was unequivocally reserved.

Second, we also note it appears that (1) NOD mitigation personnel possessed and
reviewed the Conservation Servitude prior to recordation; (2) the Office of Counsel thereafter
declined to review a draft and ordered the filing of the servitude (though the Office of Counsel
may have instead been declining to conduct a second review prior to filing); (3) review of the
Conservation Servitude post recordation included presumably thorough analysis, even by the
then Branch Chief, given the title issue on the 60 acres and the amendment thereto; (4) no
objection to the high fence provision was expressed by NOD during development of the bank;
and, in fact, (5) NOD specifically stated in 2007, “There is not a problem with installing a
game fence”. Emphasis added. These documents correspond with what Mr. Elliott said in our
meeting. For instance, Mr. Elliott referred to the amendment of the Conservation Servitude. The
amendment is referred to in Mr. Pete Serio’s, Branch Chief, correspondence of August 8, 2008,

| The GDE Investments Mitigation Bank was established prior to the promulgation of the Mitigation Bank Rule of
2008. Thus, it is a Phase I bank and is not subject to the Rule.

ONE AMERICAN PLACE, SUITE 820 BATON ROUGE, LoutsiaNa 70825
PHONE 225-388-0065° Fax 225-388-0501¢ E-aaiL: ajh@harrisonlawlle.com





Aven Bruser, Esq.
May 22, 2015
Page 2 of 6

when he stated “The recorded conservation servitude includes the portion of the bank that is
being removed from the bank. Because of the title questions remaining on this tract, we
recommend that the conservation servitude be revised to exclude this 60-acre tract . . . All
requirements have been met except for providing a recorded conservation servitude as
amended above . . . Emphasis added.

We also find interesting the Office of Counsel’s directive to first record the servitude and
then to evaluate it. Actually, given Bob Northey’s question — “James, Did I already review his
Louisiana Conservation Servitude?” - it appears the servitude had not only already been
reviewed by NOD Mitigation but also by the Office of Counsel without objection to the
reservation of “high fence installation”. Nevertheless, it appears highly likely that the servitude
was extensively reviewed after recording due to the issue of the title on 60 acres which Mr. Serio
ultimately directed be removed from the mitigation bank as well as Mr. Northey’s comment that
he can review the servitude after filing.

With regard to fences elsewhere, please see attached photographs recently taken of the
Banks Family Farm Mitigation Bank in Richland Parish. The Banks Family Farm Mitigation
Bank consists of two phases. Phase I is a 1,296 acre tract with 560 acres of mitigation. Phase Il
is an additional 447.11 acres. It is our understanding that Phase I of this bank is surrounded by a
high fence which encloses even more acreage than the bank itself, and the bank in its
entirety. The photos show that it is a “game fence” or “high fence” depending upon your
preferred terminology. It cannot be disputed that the Banks Family Farm Mitigation Bank is
surrounded by high fence. At the time of establishment, like GDE’s, the interagency agreements
did not prohibit high fences.

We believe the submissions made to date, as well as our discussions, support Mr. Elliott’s
respectful requests that MVN withdraw its objection to the fence, lift the suspension of GDE
Investment Mitigation Bank and reinstate sales. Since the bank has been in suspension for nearly
three (3) years, we respectfully request a decision by the Colonel as soon as possible. Though
we consider it an unnecessary concession on the part of Mr. Elliott, we request NOD to express
its response on Mr. Elliott’s proposal of the addition of the 120 acres (not within the fence and
without additional credit) to offset a perceived, though not real, non-compliance.

The following correspondences relate to the above and are submitted in response to your
request as exhibits:

B-1) Email from James Barlow, NOD, to Kip Manuel, Mr. Elliott’s consultant, and
copying Patti Holland (USFWS), Kyle Balkum (LADWF) and John Ettinger (EPA-MVN),
dated April 2, 2007:

“(2) Also on section XI[.]A.5 Mr. Elliott would like to install a game fence and have a
border fence that would cross going East to West at about the dividing line from the north
part from the newer south part. Looking at the map (page 30) it would cross 3- small





Aven Bruser, Esq.
May 22, 2015
Page 3 of 6

pieces of wetland portions in the bank and then go to the wooded acres. Can the banking
agreement be changed to show this[?]

I don’t think the agencies will take issue with the fencing. However, I will
copy them on this e-mail to get their input. Revising the banking instrument at this time
will result in delaying approval of the bank. I have signatures from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries approving the
banking instrument and EPA says their signature page is on the way.

The only potential problem I see with the installation of fencing is [] that it
may result in areas not being planted. If installation of the fence results in a reduction in
planted area, we can modify the banking instrument with an approval letter to explain
why the acreage amount has been reduced.”

Copies of this email were obtained through FOIA from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. We have enclosed the copy obtained from the FWS because it
contains hand-written notes which state:

“Recollection of conversation on (Assumed date)-4/24

Spoke with James about game fence. Told him we oppose it, but since we have already
signed it, it’s his call’

An arrow points to the handwritten notes along with other notes which state *Added
notation Below in Response to Corps inquiry on May 21/13”

B-2) Email from Kip Manuel to James Barlow dated February 16, 2007 advising:
“Mr. Barlow. Mr. Elliott is considering and will make a decision very soon.[JHe also
would like to install a game fence on some of the property and would like your opinion as
the bank makes no reference to it in the present.”

B-3) Email from James Barlow to Kip Manuel dated February 21, 2007 advising:
“ij;
There is not a problem with installing a game fence.” Emphasis added.

B-4) Email correspondence from James Barlow to Kip Manuel, April 16, 2007 (at
bottom):

“Got the signature page and sent it up to Col Wagenaar Friday for his
signature. Hopefully we’ll know something later this week. Before we can begin using
the bank, you need to provide the following:

1. Conservation Servitude....”





Aven Bruser, Esg.
May 22, 2015
Page 4 of 6

B-5) Email correspondence from James Barlow to Kip Manuel, May 30, 2007:
“Kip;

Sorry to not have responded sooner but we have had an ongoing discussion relative to the
trust document and holder of the Conservation Servitude...We have some concemn with
the holder of the conservation servitude being four states away. The holder has the
responsibility of holding and enforcing the conservation servitude placed on those lands
within the Bank subject to the recorded conservation servitude so that mitigation banks
lands are protected in perpetuity.”

B-6) Email correspondence from Kip Manuel to James Barlow, June 13, 2007:

“Good afternoon Mr. Barlow I have a draft of the conservation servitude and Trust
(which you have seen). [JShould Isend a copy to you for review before recording and
there may be a small cloud on the title over thirty years ago that will be worked out
before recording b/c the servitude makes mention of the clear title in paragraph 2. []Let
me know if you would like to see the draft before recording.”

B-7) Email correspondence dated June 14, 2007, written by Robert D. Northey, Office
of Counsel. Subject line says “G.D.E.[|Bank conservation servitude”. There is no
addressee; however, the author directs his comments to “James” as follows:

"James,

Did I already review his Louisiana Conservation Servitude? Do you trust this guy
enough to do the right thing, that the conservation servitude will protect [the] credit lands
in the manner we expect? Will he file the conservation servitude as we provided him? If
so, then no, I don't want to see ahead of time. But....you NEED for your
Administrative Record a copy of the recorded servitude clearly showing the recordation
information. At that time, we can make sure the servitude is appropriate.

Bob” Emphasis added.
B-8) Email correspondence dated June 27, 2007, from Kip Manuel to Greg Elliott
forwarding Mr. Northey’s email, referred to above. The subject line remains “G.D.E.[]Bank

conservation servitude”:

“_ .. Twas only trying to save the expense of recording and trouble of an amended
recording if they did not accept. [JKip[.]”

B-9) Email correspondence from Greg Elliott to Kip Manuel, June 27, 2007:





L

Aven Bruser, Esq.
May 22, 2015
Page 50f 6

“T have not signed anything yet. Do I need to get with Ted and execute the document? I
was thinking you told me to wait.

Please call my office and speak to Dawn regarding verification that the escrow account
has been opened? []She handles all of this for me.”

B-10) Email correspondence from Kip Manuel to Greg Elliott, June 27, 2007:

“Greg I did tell you to wait to see if the corps wanted to see the draft but according to the
lawyer{]s statement they want to record it. [JI hope to get the title search to Barlow today
or Thursday. 1 will try to find out something today. Kip.”

B-11) Email correspondence from Greg Elliott to Kip Manuel, June 27, 2007:
“I will call Ted to execute the docs!”
B-12) Email correspondence from Kip Manuel to Greg Elliott, June 27, 2007:

“I just saw Brent sent me the docs to forward to the corps. [Alfter I read them[,] I will
send you a copy also unless he sent them to you already. []Kip.”

B-13) Email correspondence from Kip Manuel to Greg Elliott, dated August 7, 2008
stating:

“Good morning Greg[.] Hope you are having a good trip. The Charitable Trust and
Conservation Servitude and a Certificate of Mortgage showing no liens or easements
were sent to the corps certified mail on March 06,[]2007.[]The trust and servitude were
prepared by Ted Hoyt,[]Jand I recorded and sent them the true copy from the Clerk of
Court office.[]They have this in a file but as he said it could be in the legal dept. I will
send copies of this to Barlow today.[]If you do not have copies I will get them to you
when you get back.[]Kip.”

B-14) Correspondence from Pete J. Serio to Kip Manuel, August 8, 2008:

[last paragraph, first page] “The recorded conservation servitude includes the portion
of the bank that is being removed from the bank. Because of the title questions
remaining on this tract, we recommend that the conservation servitude be revised to
exclude this 60-acre tract . . . All requirements have been met except for providing a
recorded conservation servitude as amended above . . .” Emphasis added.

B-15) Skipping forward to September 12, 2012, see below excerpt from Jacqueline
Farabee’s, NOD, email to the IRT, properly stating terms of the Conservation Servitude:





Aven Bruser, Esq.
May 22, 2015
. Page 6 of 6

“Please note on Number 4 of the servitude that it states that the GRANTOR specifically
reserves all rights to hunting, recreation, forest management, road maintenance, mineral
ownership and exploration, high fence installation and such land uses that are not in
contravention of that certain Mitigation Bank [I]interagency Agreement. As you can see
the bank is enclosed by a high fence.” Emphasis Added.

B-16) May 30, 2013, see below correspondence from Jacqueline Farabee, NOD, to the
members of the IRT stating, in part:

“This is an older bank and the owner holds the servitude and a high fence was written
into the banking agreement.”

B-17) Lastly, someone questioned whether there are any other mitigation banks which
have game fences. Attached as “p” are photos of a game fence we understand completely
surrounds the Banks Family Farms Phase I. The fence also encloses a larger area. We have
no objection to the fence on Banks Family Farms but thought it would be useful for you to
see the fence.

In addition to the above, we would like to remind you that GDE continues to implement

the Adaptive Management Plan submitted to the Corps. GDE is 90% complete and expects to
complete this work under the AMP this summer.

Again, we respectfully request withdrawal of the objection to the fence, termination of

the suspension and reinstatement of sales.

Thanks to all in advance for your serious consideration of this information as well as

previously provided materials.

cC.

With kindest personal regards, I remain

Sincerely,
HARRISON LAW, LLC

7
Andrew J. Harrison, Jr. /
Madeline Ahlgren

Senator David Vitter

Colonel Richard L. Hansen, District Commander
Stephan Roth, Esq., District Counsel

Mr. Charles Brittingham

Mr. Martin Mayer, Branch Chief, Regulatory Branch
Ms. Jacqueline Farabee, Regulatory Branch
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CONSERVATION SERVITUDE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF LAFAYETTE

BE IT KNOWN, that on this A day of JULE. 2007, before me, the undersigned
Notary Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the State and Parish aforesaid, and in the
presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared GDE Investments
LA,L.L.C.,alouisiana limited liability company, who, after being duly sworn by me, Notary Public,
(hereinafter “GRANTOR?), and who declares:

1.

GRANTOR, in consideration of the mutual benefits to be derived in the
establishment of the GDE Investments La, LL.C. Mitigation Area and pursuant to
L.R.S. 9.1271 et seq., do by these presents, grant, transfer, convey and deliver unto
GRANTEE, The Calcasiew/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust (hereinafter
“HOLDER™), with all legal warranties and with full subrogation and to all rights and
actions in warranty which GRANTOR has or may have against all preceding owners
and vendors, possession and delivery of acertain CONSERVATION SERVITUDE.
in, on, over, upon and across the following described property:

All of Section 9, less and except 8 % of S/W 1/4 T3S R2W

N Y% of NE 1/4 Section 16 T35 R2W

NW 1/4 and NW % of NE 1/4 of N/W 1/4 of Section 15 T3 R2W
Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana

GRANTOR warrants that it owns the PROPERTY in fee simple and that said
PROPERTY is free from any mortgage, lien, judgment or encumbrance that will or
may conflict with the purposes of this Conservation Servitude.

“HOLDER?” is qualified to hold this Conservation Servitude by virtue of being:

A charitable corporation, charitable association, or charitable trust, qualified under
§ 501 (c)(3) of the .S, Internal Revenue Code, the purposes or powers of which
include:

1) retaining or protecting the natural, scenic, or open-space values of immovable
property;

2) assuring the availability of immovable property for agricultural, forest.
recreational of open-space use;

3 protecting natural resources;

4) Imaintaining or enhancing air or water quality; or





5) preserving the historical, archaeological or cultural aspects of unimproved
immovable property.

Except as provided in the Mitigation Bank Interagency Agreement, a copy of which
is attached hereto and made a part hereof, the property is henceforth set aside and
reserved in its natural state, and GRANTOR will take no action or allow any action
which diminishes the property’s natural state or convert it to another use, which
includes, but is not limited to construction of any structure or structures on said
Property; the cutting, burning, removal or destruction of vegetation (including trees)
on said Property; the placing of any material or objects on Property; the building of
roads, trails or paths on said Property; changing the elevation of or contours of said
Property; in any way pumping, draining of causing said Property to be drained; the
grazing of animals on said Property; allowing commercial, industrial or agricultural
activities on said Property; or any other activity inconsistent with preserving said
Property’s natural state, flora, fauna and/or wetland character. GRANTOR is not,
however, required to perform any affirmative action to main said Property in its
natural state. GRANTOR specifically reserves all rights to hunting, recreation, forest
management, road maintenance, mineral ownership and exploration, high fence
installation and such other land uses that are not in contravention of that certain
Mitigation Bank Interagency Agreement.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmenta) Protection Agency, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries are
granted third party rights of enforcement. HOLDER and those with third party rights
of enforcement shall have the right to enter and go upon the PROPERTY for
purposes of inspection, verifying compliance with their Servitude, andto enforce the
provisions of this Servitude. No right of access or entry by the general public to any
portion of the property is conveyed by this Servitude.

Should GRANTOR, its heirs and assigns, and all subsequent owners, purchases,
lessees, grantees, and licensees fail to comply with the requirements ofthis Servitude,
HOLDER and those with third party rights of enforcement may undertake legal
proceedings to insure compliance. Among other relief, HOLDER and those with
third party rights of enforcement may seek the complete restoration of any breach of
this Servitude. Breaches of this Servitude may be actionable without notice. The
costs of cotrecting a breach or costs of restoration, incfuding expenses, court costs
and attorneys’ fees, shall be paid by the GRANTOR or its heirs and assigns, and all
subsequent owners, purchases, Jessees, grantees, and licensees. Enforcement shall
be at the discretion of the HOLDER and those with third party rights of enforcement,
and no omission or delay in acting shall constitute a waiver of any enforcement right.
These enforcement rights are in addition to and shall not limit enforcement rights
available under other provisions of law or equity, or under any applicable permit or
certification.





7. This Conservation Servitude is transferable, but only to a qualified HOLDER as
identified in Paragraph 3, above.

8. This Conservation Servitude is binding in perpetuity on GRANTOR, its heirs and
assigns, and all subsequent ownets, purchases, lessees, grantees, and licensees.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the parties hereto have sxgned executed and acknowledged
{his instrument as their free and voluntary acts, in multiple inals, in the presence of the
undersigned competent wilness, and me, Notary Public, on this )‘5 dayof . JL.- ¢ 2007,
at Lafayette, Louisiana,

WITNESSES: GRANTOR:

GDE INVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C.

ey et

By: IYHr A Cn
4]

) ol Y
NOTARY PUBUC
Print Name:

Notary ID No.:

9 2TA R *

WITNESSES: GRANTEE:
The Calcasiew/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust

3 A, et

rint Namef By: jftw.Aere

il Y

NOTARY PUBLIC ¥

Print Name:
Notary-1Bohier -z
b "FDW HOYT
Idi \‘l are Punlic, Latayatt’
318t of Loutsiz

y Commission
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AMENDMENT TO CONSERVATION SERVITUDE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF LAFAYETTE

Be it known on this lféfhday of August, 2008, before me, the undersigned Notary
Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for the State of Louisiana and in the presence of
the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared:

GDE INVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C., 2 Louisiana Limited Liability Company (hereinafter
referred to as “GRANTOR”), herein represented by Gregory Elliott, Managing Member, who,
after being duly swormn by me, Notary Public, declared that:

On or about June 28, 2007 GRANTOR did sign a Conservation Servitude agreement
establishing a Mitigation Area pursuant to L.R.S. 9:1271 et seq transferting certain properties to
the CALCASIEU/MERMENTAU WETLAND CHARITABLE TRUST ( hereinafier referred to
as “HOLDER?) certain properties located in Evangeline Parish, Louisiana. By this act
GRANTOR and HOLDER do hereby amend the original Conservation Servitude to remove that
portion of the property located in Section 15, T-3-5, R-2-W as shown on paragraph number 1 on
said Conservation Servitude Agreement. Therefore, we the undersigned parties do hereby amend
the original Conversation Servitude Agreement so that paragraph one shall read as follows, to
wit:

1. GRANTOR, in consideration of the mutual benefit to be derived in

the establishment of GDE Investments, La, L.L.C. Mitigation Area
and pursuant to L.R.S. 9:1271 et seq., do by these presents, grant,
transfer, convey and deliver umo GRANTEE, the
Calcasien/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust (hereinafter
“HOLDER”), with all legal warranties and with full subrogation and
to all rights and actions in warranty which GRANTOR has or may
have against all preceding owners and vendors, possession and
delivery of a certain CONSERVATION SERVITUDE, in, on, over,
upon and across the following described property:

All of Section 9, less and except S ¥ of SW % , T-3-S, R-2-W and
N Y4 and NE % Section 16, T-3-5,. R-2-W,

Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana

GRANTOR and HOLDER do hereby request that the Clerk of Court of Evangeline
Parish indicate on the original Conservation Servitude which is recorded in Conveyance Book

§57707
333 at page 581 of the records of the Evangeline Parish Clerk of Court this amendment to the

original Conservation Servitude Agreement. Henceforth, the Conservation Servitude shall be

amended as set forth herein.





THUS DONE AND SIGNED on the day, month and year first above written in the
presence of the competent undersigned witnesses, and appearers, and me, Notary Public, afier a

due reading of the whole.

WITNESSES: APPEARERS:

Aponge Koty ool HPosa sl

Lrinted gaeme;’/(/ i ugwvE.  GDEINVESTMENTS LA, L.L.C.by

Gregory Elliott, Managing Member

CALCASIEU/MERMENTA WETLAND

CHARITABLE TRUST, by Gregory
Elliott

P VAN
ool (&Amm,

NOTARY PUBLIC
Printed Name:

___Pamela Aucoln —
Notary LD, No.: N”ﬂf Public #35326
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Soryy shout not responding T2 your e-mail bat I°ve been busy with olher
issnes zrd have been slow L respond to last week’s s-nmails. In rssponses

{1} Can we sign the sgreement befors the f-items you wanted are finished
ii.e.} zhe Comservation Servitnde, =scror soct. anrd wmortgasge free cerk?

Yes, you can sign the zgreement prior to providing those items.
Thes

Conservaticn Servitude, escrow acct. and mertgege fres cert =ill be necessaxy
before we can relezse credits.

12} Rlsc on sectish Ki &A.5 #Hy. Bllioil would like to iastsll & game fence and
bhave a border fance that wonld cross geing East to West ab abowt rhe dividing
Line from the north nart from the newar sovth part. Looking at the mup {page
3B} it would cross 3- small pieces of werland portioms in the bank and then
2o To the wooded scres. Can the bBankisg agreement be changad ro show this.

I don't think the sgencies will take issus with the fencing.
Howsver, [ will copy thew oo this s-sail to get their inpur. Revisiag the
panking instrument zr this time »ill reswlt in delaying approval 2f the baak.
1 have signatures from U.S. Fish ang Wildlife Service and th: Louisisna
Deparctment of #Hildlife and Fisheries zpprovimg the bank ing instrumeni snd EFfA
says their signature page is on the way.

Ths only potentisl probles I see with the imstzllation of fencing
is
chat it w3y reselt in sreas nof being planted, If installation of the ferce
resuils in 2 rednction in plantad area, we can modify the banking instrumen:
with zn aporoval letter to explsin vhy the acreage amcunt has besn reduced.

James A, Barlow, Jr.
Environmantal RBesource Specialist
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1502) B62-2250 L L RES
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Te: "Barlow, lames A MVN" <lames A Barlow@mwn(2.usace.ermy.mil> 0 C'ﬁ T ;\‘,\\_,
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From: kmanusifecbridae net fueftodmenet@cetyidas nat]

Sent: Wednesday, Febnuary 21, 2007 10:46 AM
To: Elictt, Greg
Subject: Fwd: RE: GO.E. bank {URCLASSIFED)

—- Original Message -

From: "Barlow, James A MVN' <lames. A Barlos-@m V2 usace.armyanils
To: <kmanuel@cebridue.get>

Sent: Wed Feb 21 7:18

Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E- bank {UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: NONE

Kig: i EXHIBIT
There is not a problem with instatling a game fence, gﬂ 3,9

James A. Barlow, fr.
Euvironmental Resource Speciafist
US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-225G

---—-Original Message-----

From: kmanue)l @cebridue net [kmanvel @cebridge per',”, " >kmanuel @ cebrides et §
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 1:11 PM

To: Barlow; Barlow, James A MVN

Subject: RE: G.D.E. bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Mr. Barlow Mr. Elliott is considering and will make a decision very soon.lie
also would like to instal] a game fence on some of the piopeny and would
like your opinien as the bank makes no reference to it in the present

EXHIBIT
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Greg Elfioit

Presideni- WORKSTRINGS, LLC
Toll Eree: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fox: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstings.com
website: www.workskings.com

This message and any cHochmenis accompanying it from Workshrings, LLC. is intended only for use by
the addressee(s) shown above. i contains information ihal may be privileged. confidential and/or
exempt from disclosure iaw. if vou are not the inlended recipient of this message, you cre nolified thal
copying, use, of distrubution of information ransmitted in or with this message is shricily prohibited. ¥
you received this message by mistake, pleose immediately cali us at {337) 989-9675 and desiroy the
original message.

---—-Original Message----—

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net [mailto:kmanuel@cebridge.net]
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2007 3:11 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. bank

1 had mailed your sig. page and morigage cert. and e-mailed a draft of the trust papers from Ted
before Easter.Gave him a week and today at noon e-mailed him.This is his response.He did not
respond to the trust papers and if item number # 3 is not satisified with what I sent him [ will
have to get Linda to do a more thourgh title search. He told me a while back he was getting busy
with something else looks like he missed the e-mail and brushed over the letter. will try to call
him in the moming and also Ted but Ted is kinda waiting on approval of his work from Barlow.
Greg no one is waiting on you and I wll try to get some answers for you Tuesday sorry I know
you are getting frustrated but T hope it almost done.Can you get some kind of paper from your
banker that shows he is ready for the escrow account.Thanks Kip

msg-8506-17.ixt (0.1 Kb) attached

----- Original Message -----

From: 'Barlow, James A MVN' <James.A.Barlow @mvn02.usace.army.mil>
To: <kmanuel @cebridge.net>

Sent: Mon Apr 16 13:56

Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. bank

Got the signature page and sent it up to Col Wagenaar Friday for his —
signature. Hopefully we'll know something later this week. Before wecan | EXHIBIT

B |

begin using the bank, you need to provide the following:

1. Conservation Servitude: The Sponsor shall execute a conservation .
servitude (pursuant to the Louisiana Conservation Servitude Act, R.S.9:1271 G
et seq.) substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachmemt F and record

it in the Mortgage and Conveyances Records Office of Evangeline Parish.

2





—

2. Financial Assurance: The Sponsor shall establish the financial assurance
stipulated in Section IX. The value of the account and the release of the
escrow account are described in Section IX of this B

3. Property Ownership: The Sponsor shall provide a title search that
identifies all known encumbrances including morigages, liens, rights-of-way,
servitudes, easements, etc. The Sponsor shall provide documentation that the
conservation servitude is not subordinaie to any other easement or major
lien.

James A. Batlow, Jr.
Environmental Resource Specialist
US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2250





Madeline %ﬁgﬂ

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net

Sent: Wednesday, May 30, 2007 2:45 PM
To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: Fwd: RE: GDE Bank
Attachments: 26274-msg-20214-7.ba

I guess this is in ref. to your out of state address.

msg-20214-7.txt (0.4 Kb) attached

~ee=e Original Message -----

From: 'Barlow, James A MVN’ <James.A .Barlow @mvnd2.usacearny.mil>
To: <kmanuel @cebridge.net> o -
Sent: Wed May 30 7:56 e 'HI —
Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E. Bank ¢ IBIT

|

Kip;

Sorry to not have responded sooner but we have had an ongoing discussion
relative to the trust document and holder of the Conservation Servitude. The
wust document looks okay. However, it must be executed under Louistana Law
under Authentic Act. We have some concemn with the holder of the
conservation servitude being four states away. The holder has the
responsibility of holding and enforcing the conservation servitude placed on
those lands within the Bank subject to the recorded conservation servitude so
that mitigation bank lands are protected in perpetuity. That may prove
difficult being so far away. However, if the holder understands his
responsibilities regarding the protection of the property, we can accept him
as holder.

James A. Barlow, Jr.
Environmental Resource Specialist
US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2250
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From: kmanuel @cebridge net [mailtokmanuel @cebridge net)
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2007 10:11 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E.Bank conservation servitude

He sems like an unhappy person.I was only trying to save the expense of recording and trouble of an
ammended recording of they did not accept.Kip

----- Original Message -—---

From: 'Northey, Robert D MV

To:

Sent: Thu Jun 14 15:18

Subject: Fwd: RE: G.D.E.Bank conservation servitude

James,

Did 1 already review his Louisiana Conservation Servitude?

Do you trust this guy enough to do the right thing, that the

conservation servitude will protect to credit lands in the manner we expect?
Will he file the conservation servitude as we provided him’

If so, then no, I don't want to see ahead of time. But....you NEED

for your Administrative Record a copy of the recorded servitude clearly
showing the recordation information. As that time, we can make sure the
servitude is appropriate.

ExHBIT  §

=

o .

Bob

ROBERT NORTHEY
OFFICE OF COUNSEL
504-862-2831

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE
ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT

DO NOT RELEASE

DO NOT COPY

DO NOT FORWARD OUTSIDE OF USACE

-----Original Message-----

From: kmanuel @cebridge.net {kmanuel @cebridge.net',”.”.")">kmanuel @cebridge.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2007 3:3% PM

To: Barlow, James A MVN _: ﬁ%
Subject: G.D.E.Bank conservation servimde < — (g

Good afternoon Mr. Barlow [ have a draft of the servitude and Trust (which
you have seen).should I send a copy to you for review before recording and
there may be a small cloud on the title over thirty years ago that will be

3





worked out before recording b/c the servitude makes mention of the of clear
k—/ title in paragraph 2. Let me know if you would like to see the draft before
recording. Thanks Kip Manuel





Madeline Ahlgen

From: Eltiott, Greg

Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2007 7:17 AM

To: ‘kmanuel@cebridge.net’

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E.Bank conservation senvitude
Kip,

{ have & copy!

Just hiad the opporiunity to see the anlicle that Chris Fonienol wroie inthe Gazelle June 17 about my elephant hunt. Do
you know who this is?

Thanks,

Greg Elliott

President- WORKSTRINGS, LLC
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Celk: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

emall: grog@workskings.com
websile: www.workstrings.com

This message and any aitachmenis accompanying it from Workstings, LL.C. is intended only for use by the
addressee(s) shown above. It contains information thal may be privileged, confidential and/ot exempl from
disclosure low. ! you are nol the infended recipient of this message. you aie noftified thot copying. use, of
distrubution of information transmiited in or with Ihis message is stricily prohibited. !f you received this message
by mistake, please immediaiely call us ol (337) 989-95675 and destroy the original messogg ]

EXHBIT  }

B3

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net [mailto:kmanuel@cebridge.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2007 3:59 PM

To: Ellictt; Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E.Bank conservation servitude

1 just saw Brent sent me the docs. to forward to the corps. after | read them 1 will send you a copy also uniess he
sent them to you already.Kip Do
E}HIBIT

!

’ ej
§ >N

On Wed Jun 27 14:08 , 'Elliott, Greg' <Greg@ workstrings.com> sent:

{ will call Ted to execuig the docs!

Greg Ellioit
President- WORKSTRINGS, LLC
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464






Phone: 337-989-2675

Tel: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstiings.com
website: www worksiings.com

This message ond any aticchments accompaonying it from Waorkshings, LL.C. is intended only for use by the
addressee(s) shown above. 1t conlains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from
disciosure law. If you ore nol the infended recipient of this message. you Gie notified that copying, use. of
distrubution of information hansmitted in or with this message is shicty prehibited. f you received this message
hy mistoke, please immediately call us ot (337} 9809475 and destroy the prigingl message.

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net [mailto:kmanuel@cebridge.net]
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2007 12:47 PM

To: Elliott; Elfiott, Greg

Subject: RE: RE: G.D.E.Bank conservation servitude

Greg 1 did tell you to wait to see if the corps wanted ¢ see the draft but according to the lawyers statement they
want to record it.I hope to get the title search to Barlow today or Thursday.I will try to find out something
today.Kip S

EXHIBIT

On Wed Jun 27 12:26 , "ERiott, Greg' sent:
Kip,

I have not signed anything. Do I need to get with Ted and execute the document? I was thinking you told me to
wait.

Please call my office and talk to Dawn regarding verification that escrow account has been opened? She
handles all of this for me.

EXHIBIT

4% |

Greg Elliont

President- WORKSTRINGS, LLC
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: wwiavorkstrings.com

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use
by the addressee(s) shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or
exempt from disclosure law. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that
copying, use, or distrubution of information transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If
you received this message by mistake, please immediately call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the
original message.





Madeline Ahigren

from: Ellictt, Greg

Sent: Thursday, August (7, 2008 7:26 AbA

To: *kmanuel@cebridge.net’ ‘
Subject: Re: G.DE. Bank .

EXHIBIT

Ok i /5”:2)

- Original Message —-—

From: kmanuel@cebridge.net <kmanuel@cebridge.net>
To: Elliott, Greg

sent: Thu Aug 07 07:24:18 2008

Subject: G.D.E. Bank

Good merning Greg  Hope you are having a good trip. The Charitable Trust and Conservation Segvitude and a
Certificate of Mortgage showing no fiens or easements were sent to the corps certified mail on March 06,2007.The trust
and servitude were prepared by Ted Hoyt ,and | recarded and sent them the true copy from the Clerk of Court
office.They have this in a file but as he said it could be in the legal dept. ! will send copies of this to Barlow today.if you
do not have copies | will get them to you when you get back.Kip





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
REVY ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

August §, 2008

Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

SUBJECT: G.D.E. Investments La, L.L.C., Mitigation Bank

Mr. George Manuel
Arrowhead Realty

187 Robert Ave.

Ville Platte, LA 70586

Dear Mr. Manuel;

This responds to your request to remove the 60-acre tract located in Section 15, T3S,
R2W from the G.D.E. Investments La, L.L.C., Mitigation Bank. The mitigation area, located
northerly from Beaver, Lovisiana, in Evangeline Parish. was established and operates in
accordance with an interagency agreement (1A) signed by the District Engineer on April 23,
2007.

Upon reviewing your request and the 1A, the New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
approves the removal of the 60-acre tract containing approximately 20 acres of bottomland
hardwood restoration. This tract is identified in the 1A as the “Wetland Delineation Map —
Southeastem portion” (copy attached). With the exception of the changes below, all other terms
and conditions of the 1A remain in effect.

1. Section 1l - Location and ownership of the bank:

“The Bank encompasses approximately 457.3 5373 actes and is located off Lovisiana
State Highway 106 in the Community of Beaver approximately 5 miles west of Oakdale, and
approximately 20 miles northwest of Ville Platte, Louisiana in Sections 5, 8, and 9 and-+6, T3S,
R2W in Evangeline Parish (attachment 2a). With certainty, 258.3 2783-acres of the site can be
restored to forested wetlands. Additional areas within the Bank will be planted and may
eventually be restored 1o wetlands.” '

2. Attachment 2b — Southern Portion — deleted - the map illustrates the extent and
the Timits of potential wetlands on the 60-acre iract which is being removed from the bank

property.

The recorded conservation servitude includes the portion of the bank that is being
removed from the bank. Because of the title questions remaining on this tract, we recommend
that the conservation servitude be revised to exclude this 60-acre tract. Should clear tile be
established in the future and vou request that the banking instrument be amended o include this

/2 -14





.

'
[T

tract, the conservation servitude can be revised (o protect this tract.

Section X.F. of the IA lists those items required before we can authorize the use of the
bank credits as compensation for adverse impacts associated with Departinent of the Army
permits. All requirements have been met except for providing a recorded conservatien servitude
as amended above and possibly documentation necessary to assure that the conservation
servitude is not subordinate to any other easement or major lien. Once provided, we can verbally
approve the release of the credits and follow up with a letter to document the files.

This approval is made contingent on your acceptance of the changes to the A as
identified above. We appreciate your interest in conserving wetland resources. If we can be of
further assisiance regarding this matter, please call Dr. James A. Barlow, Jr. at (504) 862-2250 or
e-mail him at james.a. barlow@usace.army.mil.

ete J. Seria
Chief, Regulatory Branch

cc:
Mr. Greg Elliott

1150 Smede Highway
Broussard, Louisiana 70518
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From; Farabee, Jewquelne R VI

To: “Hoznd, Pani'; "Baflemm, Kie'; "Bordaion. Seill’; TFanare bkl ™ *y [Ettiaoer, Joba
Sghject: Servitudes for GDE (UNCLASSIFIED)
Dates Vednesday, September 12, 2012 11:23:00 AH
Attaclments: Senviterde - Loy odf
ohE "

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Please note on number 4 of the servitude that is states that the GRANTOR spedifically reserves all rights
to hunting, recreation, forest management, road maintenssce, mineral ownership and exploration, high
fence instaliation and such land uses that are not in contravention of that certein Mmgauon Bank
interagency Agreement.  As you can see the bank is enclosed by a high fence. .

“EXHIBIT

1 will send photos in a separate e-mail.

£ .
Jacqueline Farabee § B - / S ‘
Environmental Resources Spedialist ‘ = ;
(504) 862-2595 : ,

Part of a World Class Workforce
Providing Consistent, Efficient, &
Effective Business Processes

to Serve the Nation.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: MONE





Patti Holland

From: Patti Holland

Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 1:56 PM

Ta: ‘Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN’

Subject: RE: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)
Jac,

Assuming that the 278 credits was 100 percent of the credits available for the original acreage and assuming that the
site is wet, | would not object to 50% of the credit in the recently restored areas of the original acreage and 75% of the
credit in the acreage that has sufficient tree success, but needs TSI and exotic work. Once they do the pine and tallow
work, they can get the other 25% on the acreage that was planted years ago. Once they get survival on the newly
planted areg, they can get 25% more on that acreage, and once they have 5 years growth and have proven that they
don't have pine/tallow issues on that acreage, they can get the final 25%.

Does this make sense?
Pathi

--—-Original Message—--

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueiine.R.Farabee @usace.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2013 7:12 AM

To: Patti Holland; Seth Borde!an; Raul Gutierrez; Ettinger, john; Balkum, Kyle
Subject: RE: GDE non-compliance comments {UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

EXHIBIT
Caveats: NONE ]

This bank had 278.3 credits released and have sold 73.3 credits. Credit sales have been suspende. |

Patti:

The owner is submitting a request for an additional 200 + acres tc be added to the bank.

This is an clder bank and the cwner holds the servitude and a high fence was written into the banking agreement. if we
agreed to the new acreage we would want a new servitude holder and nc fence at least on the new addition.

There were "fire lanes” in the bank that the owner has now planted due to a meeting where we discussed additional
probiems with the bank and { mentioned the fire lanes, however the cwner has not provided the species planted or set
up plots in this area etc. There were ponds and food plots on the site also.

Once I receive the JD { plan to ask for the information to be presented in a format with maps showing the different
planted areas by year, additional plot information with appropriate maps to show the locations, species information on

the new plantings, a time schedule for future reports to be submitted, etc.

You stated that you could agree to a partial credit release, but what would you consider reasonable in a case like this.

jacqueline Farabee
Environmental Resources Specialist
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EXHIBIT 1

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF July 13, 2012

Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

SUBJECT: G.D.E. Investments La, L.L.C., Mitigation Bank

G.D.E. Investments, LA, LLC
1150 Smede Highway
Broussard, Louisiana 70518

Gentlemen:

This letter is in response to our site visit conducted on July 11, 2012, of the G.D.E.
Mitigation Bank, located in Evangeline Parish, near the community of Oakdale, Louisiana, in
Sections 3, 8,9 & 16, T3S-R2W.

Upon review of the file (and noted during the site visit), we have not received any
monitoring reports, as described on pages seven through nine of the G.D.E. Mitigation Banking
Instrument (MBI) (Section V1.) which was signed on April 23, 2007. This information is
needed to assess bank progression toward achieving the overall goal of re-establishing a high
quality bottomland hardwood forested wetland to date. At this time we are requesting the
following information:

1. A written report indicating the number and species of surviving seedlings in each
survey plot as well as colonization by volunteer mid-story and overstory species.

2. The report shall also describe the condition of applicable hydrology altering features
(culverts, ditches, plugs etc), the general conditions of the seedlings and discuss likely causes for
observed mortality within those tracts that did not exhibit a seedling survival rate as indicated by
the success criteria.

3. In the report please identify the generalized degree and location of exotic/invasive
species colonization and identify measures to eradicate them.

4. The report shall also include visual estimates of percentage (%) overall cover and %
cover by each vegetation layer, species diversity, % exotic vegetation in each vegetation layer,
total % “facultative” and total % “upland” species in each vegetation layer, survival rate of
planted vegetation, an estimate of natural revegetation, and a qualitative estimate of plant vigor
as measured by evidence of reproduction.

5. An aerial map of the site on which each of the following is clearly denoted and labeled:
a. Each planted (i.e., reforested) plot of the bank. Please indicate date of planting
and acreage for each plot.
b. Show all fire lines. Please give length and width of each fire lane and a
summation of acreage for all fire lanes.





2.

c. Show all farmed areas (food plots etc.) and give the dimensions and acreage of
each area.

d. Show all watering areas such as ponds, small watering holes etc. and give the
dimensions and acreage for each.

e. Delineate the fence line giving the height and length of each section

f. Show any enclosed areas within the bank.

g. Provide GPS points for each of the above.

We are requesting that you provide a response within twenty five days of the date of this
letter. We appreciate your cooperation in bringing the bank into compliance with the terms of the
MBI. If you have any questions or require any further assistance, please contact me at (504)
862-2292 or Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

rcaschi maber

Jacqueline Farabee
Environmental Resources Specialist





EXHIBIT 2

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO

ATTENTION OF September 18, 2012

Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

SUBJECT: G.D.E. Investments LA, L.L.C., Mitigation Bank

G.D.E. Investments LA LLC
1150 Smede Highway
Broussard, Louisiana 70518

Gentlemen;

This letter is in response to the August 16, 2012 monitoring report submitted for the
G.D.E. Mitigation Bank, located in Evangeline Parish, near the community of Oakdale,
Louisiana, in Sections 5, 8,9, & 16, T3S-R2W.

Upon review of the monitoring report in conjunction with the G.D.E. Mitigation Banking
Instrument (MBI) (Section V1.) which was signed on April 23, 2007, it is clear that the
performance standards as set forth by this banking agreement have not been met.

At this time we are suspending further credit sales for the G.D.E., Investments Mitigation
Bank. We are requesting that you provide an adaptive management plan that addresses the
following issues:

1. The ratio of hard mast to soft mast (reference page 3 of the MBI)

2. Invasive/exotic vegetation control (page 4 of the MBI)

3. The roadways that exist on the mitigation bank site.

4. The ponds and food plots that exist on the mitigation bank site.

5. The Interim Success Criteria (page 6 of the MBI) in which it is stated that “site
hydrology shall be restored such that the site meets the wetland criterion as described in the
Corps 1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual, Data demonstrating that wetland hydrology has been
re-established is to be collected and provided by the Sponsor and approved by the Corps of
Engineers, New Orleans District (CEMVN).” '

6. Please provide a copy of the statements for each of the financial accounts,

The above are only some of the issues that should be addressed in this plan. It is strongly
recommended that you refer to the MBI especially the sections listed below:
Section V. Performance Standards
Section V1. Reporting Protocols and Monitoring Plan
Section VII. Contingencies, Remedial Actions and Responsibilities






If you have any questions or require any further assistance, please contact Ms. Jacqueling
Farabee by telephone at 504-862-2595 or by email at Jacqueline.R.F arabee@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Pete J. Serio

Chief, Regulatory Branch
CEMVN






Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

40% equates to
approximately
24% of the total
plantings)

Sweetgum
American
Elm
Common
Persimmon

. '# | Page | Source of Language from CEMVN Remediation Plan | Response
U # of Info Source Comment
source ' '
113 MBI Hard Mast (60% | According to the | Provide CEMVN | Off the 12 monitoring
lll. Goals & | of total) monitoring report | with details as to | plots a total of 62 hard
Objectives that was received | how this will be mast and 35 soft were
B. Site Dominants on August 21, remediated (an reported. This equates to
Restoration | (70% of hard 2012 the Bank Adaptive Mgmt. 64% hard mast and 36%
mast) (60% of has not achieved | Report). soft mast. Monitoring
70% would the soft mast to plots of 1/50™ acre and
equate to hard mast ratio If any actions tree planting spacing of 9’
approximately as stated in the have been taken | will not allow perfect 60%
42% of the total | MBI and does not | to correct this hard mast and 40% soft
plantings) have the issue please mast trees to be in each
Willow specified provide that monitoring plot. As
Oak percentages of information with reported in letter dated
Nuttall hard mast to soft | the Adaptive November 27, 2012,
Oak mast dominants | Mgmt report. Attachment 1 and 1A
and co-dominants confirmed 60% hard mast
Co-dominants | that would be and 40% soft mast trees
(30% of hard acceptable for the were planted in 2007 and
mast) (30% of Bank. 2009. After reviewing all
70% would 12 monitor plots it
equate to confirms the required tree
approximately hard to soft mast ratio
\_ 21% of the total was planted as per the
plantings) MBI.
Overcup
Oak
Sweet
Pecan
Bitter
Pecan
Soft Mast (40%
of total)
Dominants
(60% of soft
mast) (60% of

Page 1 of 6






Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Co-dominants
(40% of a
balanced
assemblage of +
5 of the species
below) (40% of
40% equates to
approximately
16%)

Sugarberry
' Mayhaw
Red
Mulberry
Bald
Cypress
Honey
Locust
American
Sycamore
Green
Ash
Red
Maple

The above
percentages
were proposed
for plantings
(60:40 ratio of
hard to soft
mast) with the
goal of achieving

monitored to
prevent re-

a target of 50%
hard mast.
MBI Invasive/exotic The percentage | A detailed As stated in letter dated
I1.B.2. vegetation, such | of exotics on the | adaptive November 27, 2012, Item
Invasive as Black willo site is high and management plan | #2, The Chinese Tallow
/Exotic (Salix nigra), needs to be should be trees will be chemically
Vegetation | privet (Ligustrum | addressed. developed. treated by aerial
Control spp) or Chinese | An adaptive helicopter spraying once
tallow (Triadica management Information on canopy closure occurs.
sebifera) in plan should be what action if any | The proposed treatment
existing forested | devised and has taken place schedule is as follows:
areas will be presented to thus far. 2007 Plant — Treat Fall
treated and CEMVN. 2014

2009 Plant — Treat Fall
2016 or 2017
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

colonization.
The planted sites
will be treated,
on an as-needed
basis, by the use
of mechanical or
chemical or
some
combination
thereof in order
to control
exotic/invasive
species
colonization or
other plant
competition
(approximately
5% or less of the
overstory
vegetation on an
acre-by-acre
basis.

Please Approve the
proposed treatment
plan/schedule for
reducing the
invasive/exotic Chinese
tallow trees to comply
with the MBI?

3 8-21-12 The monitoring The information Present CEMVN | The tree planting was
Monitoring report results as presented for | with revised copy. | done over 2 planting
Report - section links these plantings Why were the seasons. One
v Results information from | should be plantings consideration was to
both the 2007 presented separate? Was avoid a planting failure
planting and the | separately. the 2009 planting | and have to re-plant all
2009 planting in a re-planting due | the acres. A second
some cases. to problems? consideration was to
reduce the amount of
money spent per year or
until some mitigation
income arrived.
All future monitoring
reports will be separate
for 2007 and 2009 tree
planting. The combined
1% monitoring report
covered the 5 year
~ | requirement for the 2012
plant and the 3 year
requirement for the 2009
plant.
4 8-21-12 This states that | Food plots do not | Present CEMVN | The Southern most food
Monitoring there are 9.78 constitute an with an adaptive | plot was planted in the
Report- acres of food acceptable management plan | 2013 planting season.
Observation | plots within the portion of the for these areas. Had | received this
s Bank. It also work plan. These response earlier the
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

Page 4 of 6

l. states there are | areas should be balance of food plots
b 9.95 acres of removed and would have been planted
food plots on planted with the in the 2013 planting
adjoining planted | species as stated season. The remaining
areas. in the MBI lil. B. food plots will be planted
Site Restoration in the 2014 planting
Plan. season as per the MBI,

8-21-12 At the time of These areas Present CEMVN | These lanes were planted

Monitoring planting, fire should be with an adaptive | in the 2013 planting

Report-Intro | lines were removed and management plan | season.
installed along planted with for these areas.
the edges of the | appropriate
planted areas for | species as stated
protection in the | in the MBI.
event of wildfire.

8-21-12 Portions of the These ponds Present CEMVN | This southern pond is not

Monitoring mitigation bank should be with an adaptive | located in the mitigation

Report - falls inside a high | removed and management plan | bank acreage. The

Intro fenced area in planted with for these areas. location it exist was never
which the owner | appropriate farmed.
has food plots, species as stated
feeders, and in the MBI. The northern pond will be
ponds for : filled and planted when

W wildlife. the food plot is planted in
’ 2014.

MBI V. B.2. | For a given The interim Present CEMVN | We propose moving 5 of

Interim planting, a success criteria with additional the 12 monitoring plots to

Success minimum of 300 | dependent on the | plots situated in interior locations to gain

Criteria; seedlings per initial success the interior of the | better overall monitoring

Vegetation | acre must criteria. CEMVN | site. information of the bank.

and survive through may heed Once the additional

Vegetative | the end of the additional survey requested acres JD has

Plantings fourth year (i.e. plots to gain been confirmed we can
yr. 5) following | additional choose additional
successful information that monitoring sites.
attainment of better represents
the one-year conditions on the Please approve the
survivorship entire site. moving of the 5
criteria. monitoring sites?

MBI-IIl B. 3 | The MBI states Were plugs Provide CEMVN | GDE preparation of the
that internal installed on the with information former rice farm land was
drainage swales | bank? Were and maps performed the same as
will be re- culverts showing the the Lonesome Dove
contoured, plugs | removed? Do any | locations of any Mitigation Bank. The rice
installed, and culverts exist? of these levees were leveled with

U culverts removed structures that a dozer down to the






Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

as necessary. were removed or | existing field grade. No
Other culverts existing. plugs were installed and
will be no culverts existed to be
maintained open removed.

and functioning

as necessary.

9 8-21-13 Plot Statistics Please provide Please provide | suggest we discuss this
Monitoring the method of this information to | further with the forester.
Report calculation used | CEMVN He states all of this exist

with all variables in the monitoring report.
defined See Sample 1. If 5 sites are moved the
below monitoring report will
require updating. At that
time we can split the 2007
and 2009 plantings into 2
monitoring reports.

10 MBI Reporting
Protocols

11 Corps For the existing | Present the Please provide Once the new JD is

issued bank information as information as determined we will
Wetland For the proposed | separate stated. Once comply with this request.
Delineation | addition requests. For CEMVN receives

the proposed and reviews this

addition once we | information we

compare the new | will notify you of

JD with the older | the steps that

JD to compare need to be taken

the wet vs. non- | from that point.

wet areas you will

then be asked to

provide an As-

built report

(monitoring

report) for the

proposed

addition.

12 Who will be the If you are not Greg Elliott, land owner,
POC for the going to be the will continue to be the
information and | POC then please POC for the MBI
reports to be assign someone Compliance. Kip Manuel
provided? by sending a will continue to manage

statement stating mitigation acreage sales.
they are your '
representative
and provide their
contact
information.
13 MBI-VI. A. Visual Please review Use this as a We can discuss further
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI
Date: May 10, 2013

| Reporting Description this information guideline for after all these other
\_/ Protocols B. Initial and again. reports. concerns are agreed
and Interim Success upon.
Monitoring Criteria
Plan C. Continuous
Monitoring
Reports
D. Schedule
SAMPLE 1: Plot statistics for Plot number 1
Plot Statistics
Trees per Plot 16
Total trees per acre 800
Planted trees per 200
acre
Percent of Total 25%
Trees
Survival Rate of 37%
Planted trees
Volunteer trees per 600
acre
. Percent of total trees | 75%
Exotics per plot 1
Exotics per acre 50
Percent Exotic 6%
# of Species per Plot | 4
Example: Survival rate of trees planted = 37%. Please give a sample calculation with all
variables labeled.
e
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EXHIBIT 4

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

1. In your May 22, 2013, response to comments provided by CEMVN on May 10' 2013,
you stated that: “of the 12 monitoring plots a total of 62 for hard mast and 35 for soft
mast was reported”. However in referencing the data provided for the 12 monitoring
plots it is clearly shown that bank has not achieved the hard mast to soft mast ratio as
stated in the MBI. The calculations for hard mast to soft mast are: 31% hard mast to
69% soft mast overall. These calculations take into account all specimens in each plot.

Please refer to the MBI under Goals and Objectives for further information.

A method for adjusting such percentages should be included in the adaptive
management plan that you present to CEMVN.

2. The percentage of exotics on site is high and will need to be addressed. The Chinese
Tallow should be treated this year. A detailed adaptive management plan should be
developed and presented to CEMVN.

Please refer to MBI Section 111.B.2. Invasive/Exotic Vegetation Control for further
information.

3. Please refer below to the copies of the maps that were provided with your August 21,
2012, monitoring report and compare them to the July 8, 2013, JD (copy attached).
After your comparison please provide a separate map showing where the 278.3 acres
from the 2007 and 2009 plantings are located on the JD.

GUE INVEStMBATS LA, LiL MITIGaNon Bank
Northern Portion,-Section B, T3S, R2w, Evangeline Parish, LA

~Legend aaniz
B B rorco comar ™
! & Gole
& piot
e Mighifnger
[ T232007 Plenting
R =53 2009 Planbing
m— Roads
H 0 Ford Plols
B T3 GOELLC Water
1in=0.125 miles

o lemplin Jowstry i,
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

GDE Investments LA, LLC Mitigation Bank
_Southern-Portion, Saction 9-& 16, 138,

Logend’
@ Fence comer
® Gae
% Piot
. e Hightence

S 32007 Planting
T2 2609 Planting
R Rouds
LI Food Piols
RDIGDELLC Watar
1in = 0,125 milos

[ori3r] N

j‘r\ Ademplin forestip e Ine

4. It was stated in your May 22, 2013 response to the May 10, 2013, comments that the
fire lanes and some of the food plots were planted. Please provide data on the
plantings (species list, seedling numbers per species, and describe your methodology in

planting for maintaining a diverse habitat). Provide a map that includes these 2013
plantings.

5. Please add additional bank monitoring plots as indicated on the map below. These
plots are numbered 13 through 17 and have Latitude and Longitude assigned to each
plot. Please provide the additional information for these plots in the monitoring report
format. These 5 plots will be additional permanent plots set up as stated on page 7
(Section VI. C. of the MBI) and included in all monitoring reports herein.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Plot 16 30.81809; -82.57345 g

iy

- plot 15 30.81556; -92 5756 7

g plot 14 30:81029; -92.57689
plot 14 30.81028;-92.57689 !

A st
30.808161,:92 577025 . |
@ plot 13:30.8053;-92 57345

g

plot 17 30.80128; -92:57166

P,

N i
,
© 2013 Google \ .

30°4B'37 79" N 92°34'36 82" W glev 1151t

6. In comments provided in your May 22, 2013, response you stated that the monitoring
report submitted on August 21, 2012, should cover the 5 year requirement for the 2007
plantings and the 3 year requirement for the 2009 plantings.

The following is stated in Section V. of the MBI on pages 5 and 6:

Initial Success Criteria: 2. Vegetation: A minimum of 50 % or 266 planted seedlings per
acre, consistent with the planted ration of hard mast to soft mast-producing species,
must survive through the end of the first growing season following the planting (i.e. Year
1). This criterion will apply to initial plantings as well as any subsequent

Interim Success Criteria: 2. Vegetation and Vegetative Plantings. For a given planting,
a minimum of 300 seedlings per acre must survive through the end of the fourth year
(i.e. Year 5) following successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria. Trees
established through natural recruitment may be included in this tally; however, a range
of 120 to 135 hard mast-producing seedlings per acre must be present. Exotic/invasive
species may not be included in this tally.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

By Year 5 following successful attainment of the one-year survivorship criteria, the bank
acreage and the perimeter of that acreage shall be virtually free (approximately 5% or
less on an acre-by-acre basis) of exotic/invasive vegetation.

Planted tracts must exhibit characteristics and diversity indicative of a viable native
forested wetland community commensurate with stand age and site conditions by Year
5. Achievement of a wetland vegetation dominance is defined as a vegetation
community where more than 50% of all dominant species are facultative (“FAC”) or
wetter, excluding FAC-plants, using “routine delineation methods” as described in the
“Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Method,” Technical Report 97-1 (“1987
Manual”).

7. In review of the GDE Mitigation Bank file it was discovered that The
Calcasieu/Mermentau Wetland Charitable Trust does not fit the description of a
servitude holder. Section X. F. 2. of the MBI states: “The Sponsor shall execute a
conservation servitude (pursuant to the Louisiana Conservation Servitude Act, R.S.
9:1271 et seq.) substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachment F and record it
in the Mortgage and Conveyances Records Office of Evangeline Parish. The
Conservation Servitude Holder shall be approved by the IRT prior to its execution. The
Holder shall be qualified to hold this Conservation Servitude by virtue of being:

a. A governmental body empowered to hold an interest in immovable
property under the laws of the State of Louisiana or the United States of America;
or

b. A charitable corporation, charitable association, or charitable trust,
qualified under § 501(c)(3) of the U.S Internal Revenue Code, the purposes or
powers of which include:

1) Retaining or protecting the natural, scenic, or open-space values of immovable
property:

2) Assuring the availability of immovable property for agricultural, forest,
recreational or open-space use;

3) Protecting natural resources;

4) Maintaining or enhancing air or water quality; or

5) Preserving the historical, archaeological or cultural aspects of unimproved
immovable property. “

8. The Conservation Servitude and the MBI have conflicting language in relation to the
“Uses Prohibited by the Conservation Servitude” (Section XI. A of the MBI) and
paragraph four of the servitude. | do not have information that would support such
changes in language, however if you can provide any supporting information that would
be helpful.

9. Please note when calculating acreage for the bank please only round to the nearest

1/100f an acre. For example the acreage for the fire lines (as listed in the August 21,
2013, monitoring report) would be 5.8 not 5.77.
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Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Attachment:

Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination

ARABIE
ENSROMMENTH,

. LOSTLUTIONE FiSURE 2
NON-WETLANDS (40,5 ACRES)
’ \5‘ P SITE DIAGRAT
F\ -

106 WETLANDS (36T ACRES:

Drove By

Lt

Page 5 of 6





Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
Date: July 22, 2013

Summary:

Please provide an detailed adaptive management plan to address the items listed
above. Please provide support for all information provided.
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Gutierrez, Raul

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN <Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 10:14 AM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Gutierrez, Raul; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Mayer, Martin S MVN
Cc: Bruser, B. Aven MVN

Subject: FW: (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: SKMBT_C284e15062308070.pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Looks like we're back on for tomorrow. Let's please try to leave the district at 6:00 a.m. if possible. Thanks.

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 9:07 AM

To: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Cc: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: (UNCLASSIFIED)

Mr. Mayer,

Thanks for the reply. | agree that we keep the scheduled site visit tomorrow. you are more than welcome to join the
team that Brian mentioned. If Brian could text me about 30 minutes before their arrival | will make sure we are ready to
start the site tour when they arrive. | will have ATVs and an ice chest with bottled water. We will conduct a brief safety
meeting prior to starting the site visit.

Also, attached is a letter regarding the GDE Investments La. Mitigation Bank.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ©
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com





website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store®" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN [mailto:Martin.S.Mayer@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2015 4:56 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Cc: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Good afternoon Mr. Elliot,

Thank you for your e-mail correspondence to Brian Oberlies regarding our planned site visit for this Wednesday (June
24, 2015). In this e-mail, you indicate interest in utilizing the immediate time to focus deciding how you wish to proceed
relative to COL Hansen's June 10, 2015 letter, thus request postponement the planned site visit.

The potential Clean Water Act violation(s) and the game fence/bank non-compliance issues are separate issues;
however, the procedures to identify and to resolve them can occur concurrently. A site visit is necessary to determine if
CWA violations have occurred on the property and if there are additional bank compliance issues in addition to the
game fence. If we find there are unauthorized activities (either CWA violations and/or banking instrument/servitude
non-compliance issues in addition to the game fence) associated with the bank, knowing that may be informative to
your response and could allow resolution of the various potential legal issues to be addressed in your response.
Resolution of legal issues associated with CWA violations generally comes in the form of after-the-fact permitting,
restoration of the site to pre-project conditions, or a combination of the two. Resolution of bank compliance issues will
be necessary for the continued operation of the bank.

To facilitate resolution of the issues associated with the bank in as timely a manner as possible, we would like to hold to
the set date for the site visit. However, we understand your interest in giving careful consideration to your options
relative to the future of the GDE MB based on the Commander's June 10, 2015 letter. Therefore, if you wish to reset the
site visit for another day, please advise us at your earliest convenience, and we will reschedule. Thanks again for letting
us know, we look forward to hearing from you.

Martin S. Mayer

Chief, Regulatory Branch
New Orleans District

US Army Corps of Engineers
504.862.2255
martin.s.mayer@us.army.mil





Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

October 20, 2014

Operations Division
Special Projects and Policy Section

SUBJECT: G.D.E Mitigation Bank (MVN 201 1-02945)

Mr. Greg Elliot

G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC
1150 Smede Highway
Broussard, Louisiana 70518

Dear Mr. Elliot:

This letter acknowledges the receipt of an Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) as
submitted by the GDE Mitigation Bank on September 29, 2014, located in Evangeline Parish,
near Oakdale, Louisiana.

The purpose and details of the AMP were discussed in paragraph three of our previous
letter dated July 17, 2014, (copy attached).

Among the outstanding compliance issues is the existence of a game fence surrounding
portions of the GDE bank. By e-mail dated August 28, 2013, and letter dated April 28, 2014,
you have stated your position on the game fence.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District (CEMVN) still maintains the
position that the game fence is not authorized. As explained in the November 7, 2013, letter
from CEMVN, the objective of mitigation banks is to provide for the replacement of chemical,
physical, and biological functions of impacted wetlands and other aquatic resources which are
lost as a result of authorized impacts.

As noted in previous correspondence, the bank has multiple compliance issues; the
game fence is only one. To resolve the issue pertaining to the game fence, the Sponsor must
choose one of the following four options:

a. Remove the perimeter fence and all partition fences from around and within the GDE
Mitigation Bank and submit an AMP (addressing all non-compliance issues itemized in the May
and July 2013, correspondence) for CEMVN approval.

b. Remove the fence from around the 73 acres on the north end of the property and submit an
AMP addressing all non-compliance issues within those 73-acres. This area

would become the total area of the GDE Mitigation Bank. Amendments to the MBI and to the
servitude would be required.





c. Terminate the present GDE Mitigation Banking Instrument and develop a separate
CEMVN-approved mitigation bank project for the replacement of the 73 acres/credits of
compensatory mitigation that were sold to compensate for impacts authorized by DA
permits. Accounting for any temporal losses would be required.

d. Terminate the present GDE Mitigation Banking Instrument and purchase the necessary
credits from a CEMVN-approved mitigation bank to replace the 73 acres/credits of
compensatory mitigation that were sold to compensate for impacts authorized DA

permits.

Please provide CEMVN with your determination within 30 days of the date of the letter.

If you require additional assistance you may contact Jacqueline Farabee at
(504) 862-2595 or by e-mail at Jacqueline.r.farabee@usace.army.mil.

ce:
Mr. Raul Gutierrez (via electronic mail)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70118

Mrs. Seth Bordelon (via electronic mail)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

646 Cajundome Boulevard, Suite 400
Lafayette, LA 70506

Mr. Kyle Balkum (via electronic mail)

Habitat Section

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Sincerely,

Mostiw A Wt

Martin S. Mayer
Chief, Regulatory Branch






From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

To: "Andrew J. Harrison"; Kyle Balkum; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)
Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED)

Date: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 2:27:00 PM

Attachments: 10-20-14 signed Response ltr to the AMP-GDE .pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Andrew:

I was out of the office for several days and am catching up on my correspondence so | wanted to
respond to your e-mails.

I have attached the CEMVN response letter to the 9-29-14 adaptive management plan (AMP) that was
submitted to this office. The letter states that although several compliance issues exist the existence of
a game fence surrounding portions of the bank must be resolved by the methods stated in the
referenced letter. Should we reach a point where this issue is resolved by the options listed in the 10-
20-14 letter then we would begin to look more closely at an AMP. Please note the AMP that submitted
does not contain all information that should be provided in such a document (such information was
included in previous CEMVN correspondence).

We appreciate your invitation but must decline at this time.

Jacqueline Farabeee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed
to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation

----- Original Message-----

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 9:15 AM

To: Kyle Balkum; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul
(Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren; Andrew J. Harrison

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Team, the invitation for a site visit is not limited to the end of this year. We just want to provide
everyone an opportunity to see areas before and after and the operation in progress.

Many thanks.

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC



mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com

mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov

mailto:seth_bordelon@fws.gov

mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov

mailto:Martin.S.Mayer@usace.army.mil

mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

October 20, 2014

Operations Division
Special Projects and Policy Section

SUBJECT: G.D.E Mitigation Bank (MVN 201 1-02945)

Mr. Greg Elliot

G.D.E. Investments LA, LLC
1150 Smede Highway
Broussard, Louisiana 70518

Dear Mr. Elliot:

This letter acknowledges the receipt of an Adaptive Management Plan (AMP) as
submitted by the GDE Mitigation Bank on September 29, 2014, located in Evangeline Parish,
near Oakdale, Louisiana.

The purpose and details of the AMP were discussed in paragraph three of our previous
letter dated July 17, 2014, (copy attached).

Among the outstanding compliance issues is the existence of a game fence surrounding
portions of the GDE bank. By e-mail dated August 28, 2013, and letter dated April 28, 2014,
you have stated your position on the game fence.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New Orleans District (CEMVN) still maintains the
position that the game fence is not authorized. As explained in the November 7, 2013, letter
from CEMVN, the objective of mitigation banks is to provide for the replacement of chemical,
physical, and biological functions of impacted wetlands and other aquatic resources which are
lost as a result of authorized impacts.

As noted in previous correspondence, the bank has multiple compliance issues; the
game fence is only one. To resolve the issue pertaining to the game fence, the Sponsor must
choose one of the following four options:

a. Remove the perimeter fence and all partition fences from around and within the GDE
Mitigation Bank and submit an AMP (addressing all non-compliance issues itemized in the May
and July 2013, correspondence) for CEMVN approval.

b. Remove the fence from around the 73 acres on the north end of the property and submit an
AMP addressing all non-compliance issues within those 73-acres. This area

would become the total area of the GDE Mitigation Bank. Amendments to the MBI and to the
servitude would be required.







c. Terminate the present GDE Mitigation Banking Instrument and develop a separate
CEMVN-approved mitigation bank project for the replacement of the 73 acres/credits of
compensatory mitigation that were sold to compensate for impacts authorized by DA
permits. Accounting for any temporal losses would be required.

d. Terminate the present GDE Mitigation Banking Instrument and purchase the necessary
credits from a CEMVN-approved mitigation bank to replace the 73 acres/credits of
compensatory mitigation that were sold to compensate for impacts authorized DA

permits.

Please provide CEMVN with your determination within 30 days of the date of the letter.

If you require additional assistance you may contact Jacqueline Farabee at
(504) 862-2595 or by e-mail at Jacqueline.r.farabee@usace.army.mil.

ce:
Mr. Raul Gutierrez (via electronic mail)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70118

Mrs. Seth Bordelon (via electronic mail)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

646 Cajundome Boulevard, Suite 400
Lafayette, LA 70506

Mr. Kyle Balkum (via electronic mail)

Habitat Section

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Sincerely,

Mostiw A Wt

Martin S. Mayer
Chief, Regulatory Branch









One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380

ajh@harrisonlawllc.com <mailto:ajh@harrisonlawllc.com=>

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the
attorney-client or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information
intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient,

please delete this email, including attachments, and notify me. The unauthorized use, dissemination,
distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii)
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

From: Kyle Balkum [mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 10, 2014 7:22 AM

To: Andrew J. Harrison; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil);
seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: RE: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Andrew,

I really appreciate your offer to visit GDE mitigation bank. Unfortunately, for the next several weeks, |
will not be able to squeeze it into my schedule. 1 certainly would appreciate e-mail updates.

Thanks again for your offer.

-Kyle

Kyle F. Balkum

Program Manager, Habitat Section -



mailto:ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov



Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
2000 Quail Dr., B.R., LA 70808

225-765-2819 / kbalkum@wlf.la.gov <mailto:kbalkum@wilf.la.gov>

From: Andrew J. Harrison [mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com]
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); Kyle Balkum;
seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul (Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov)

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the
Adaptive Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion
and, prior to completing the project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and
observe the ongoing operations. Though a final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is
always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes both before and after implementation of the
Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let
me know of any dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.
Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820
Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380
ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the
attorney-client or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information



mailto:kbalkum@wlf.la.gov

mailto:ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com



intended to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient,
please delete this email, including attachments, and notify me. The unauthorized use, dissemination,
distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and
cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii)
promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN <Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 3:28 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

According to Greg Elliott, Andrew Harrison will be accompanying us on the site visit as well. No surprises there. | let
him know that Rob, Jacqueline, and Raul would be in attendance as well. We will try to leave as close to 6 am next
Wednesday as possible. Please put it on your calendars. Thanks.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 3:20 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Good work Brian, thanks for following through.

MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:10 PM

To: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Raul said that he would like to join us as well. | am going to propose to Mr. Elliott that next Wednesday, June 24 would
be the best date for us.





Thanks

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 1:33 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Rob
are we scheduled for an EPA enforcement call next Thursday? You may need to work around that too.

MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:48 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: NONE

What does everyone's schedule look like next week? Rob, | see you have down Blood Drive on Friday. I'm free all week
and can do any day next week. | will let Elliott know about the areas we need to look at. Thanks.

Brian

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:10 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,





The property is available anytime for you to tour. Next week is best for me and Friday's are usually the best day for me,
but with advance notice | can be available other days, assuming my work schedule will allow.

Please provide a list of the potential unauthorized work on my property, so | can be prepared to discuss them?
Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ®
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store®" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:31 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot,

| have been assigned to a case that reports that potential unauthorized work has occurred on property, owned by you,
specifically known as the GDE Mitigation Bank in Evangeline Parish. | would like to conduct a site visit to the property in
the next couple of weeks to investigate these reports. Is this a possibility? If so, please let me know what your schedule
is looking like or when would be the best time for you. If you have any questions, | can be reached at 504-862-2275.
Thank you.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O
504-390-7663 BB





504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 10:43 AM

To: Abernathy, Lisa; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard;
Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: GDE Compliance 2 (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 9-3-13 Game Fende Enclosure Attachment SKMBT_C30013090315010.pdf; 9-3-13 GDE Game

Fence Enclosure.pdf; Servitude.pdf; amended CS.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Attached is the last correspondence received from the Sponsor and a copy of the servitudes. An amendment was
made to the original servitude to remove 60 acres due to a problem with the title.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 10:42 AM

To: Abernathy, Lisa; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard;
Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: GDE Compliance FYI (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 7-22-13 Information request for GDE Mitigation Bank .pdf; 7-22-13 Compliance notes .pdf; 7-8-13 JD

MAP-GDE.pdf; 9-28-13 from Owner -Fence issue-GDE.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| have been working with Mr. Elliot on some issues associated with this bank. | wanted to provide you with the
compliance notes that were sent to Mr. Elliot along with the new JD that was done on the site.

| am sending the last correspondence from the Sponsor in a separate e-mail.

As you can see there are many issues with the bank that have to be addressed.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 1:50 PM

To: Abernathy, Lisa; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,
Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Maryman, Joe; Templet, Kelley; Williams,
Patrick

Subject: GDE Compliance letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 11-12-13 signed Compliance Itr -GDE .pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

This is the letter that was sent to the GDE bank in response to the fence issue and other compliance matters...for your
records.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2014 11:04 AM
To: Abernathy, Lisa; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Davis, RC; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Holland, Patti; Kitto, Alison; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pitre, John ; Templet, Kelley;
Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick

Subject: GDE information for your files (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 9-29-14 AMP GDE_Report with photos.pdf; 12-10--14 to Harrison-site invitation GDE Investments
Mitigation Bank (UNCLASSIFIED).pdf; 10-20-14 signed Response Itr to the AMP-GDE .pdf

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| have attached the response to Andrew Harrison's request for a site visit and the AMP that was submitted on 9-29-14
from the Sponsor along with the CEMVN response to that plan. | am sending this information so you will have it for your
records.

Jacqueline Farabeee
Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed
to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Andrew J. Harrison <ajh@ajharrisonlaw.com>

Sent: Friday, December 05, 2014 4:35 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN (Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil); kbalkum@wilf.la.gov;
seth_bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul

Cc: Andrew J. Harrison; Madeline Ahlgren

Subject: GDE Investments Mitigation Bank

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Dear Jacqueline, Kyle, Seth and Raul, as you know, GDE Investments, LLC has been implementing the Adaptive
Management Plan on its GDE Investments Mitigation Bank. GDE is nearing 90% completion and, prior to completing the
project, would like to offer each of you an opportunity to visit the site and observe the ongoing operations. Though a
final report is not ready, we believe seeing work in action is always helpful for a full understanding of project attributes
both before and after implementation of the Adaptive Management Plan.

We encourage each of you who are available to visit the site and see the ongoing operations. Please let me know of any
dates you may be available to visit and GDE will make all appropriate arrangements.

Thanks for your serious consideration in visiting and observing.

Andrew

Andrew J. Harrison, Jr.

Harrison Law, LLC

One American Place, Suite 820

Baton Rouge, LA 70825

Ph: 225-388-0065

Fax: 225-388-0501

Cell: 225-907-3380
ajh@harrisonlawllc.com

An Environmental Law Network Member

This email, including attachments, contains information that is confidential and may be protected by the attorney-client
or other privileges. The entire communication constitutes non-public information intended to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s). If you are not an intended recipient, please delete this email, including attachments, and notify
me. The unauthorized use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this email, including attachments, is prohibited
and may be unlawful.

IRS Circular 230 Notice:

To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, we inform you that any U.S. tax advice contained in this
communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose
of (i) avoiding penalties under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another
party any transaction or matter addressed herein.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 4:07 PM

To: Holland, Patti; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Gutierrez, Raul; Ettinger, John; Balkum, Kyle

Subject: GDE non-compliance comments (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: 5-10-13 GDE compliance info chart (2).docx; FW: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI; Re:

GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED); RE: GDE Mitigation Bank Compliance
with MBI (UNCLASSIFIED); 8-21-12 monitoring report GDE.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

GDE is not in compliance with the MBI at this point. | have withdrawn all credits for bank use. |1 am sending you some
correspondence from the Corps, from the owner, as well as my comment chart and the 8-21-12 monitoring report.

| am waiting for the JD. The owner's agent is working on data for the Corps.

Please provide any ideas/comments as | intend to provide a more detailed request to the owner for more plots and
information etc. | do not feel the plantings exhibit the appropriate assemblage of species, if you think otherwise let me
know.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 1:10 PM
To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Howard, Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre,
John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

Subject: GDE #5 (total of 5 e-mails)

Attachments: 8-21-12 monitoring report GDE.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

If you need any other information please let me know.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2015 3:55 PM
To: Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Breaux, Brian W MVN; Cheatwood, Twyla;

Gaspard, Brandon D MVN; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Kitto, Alison; Mallach, Troy;
Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre, john; Templet, Kelly; Weigel, Matt; Williams,
Patrick ; Zumo, Stephanie

Subject: GDE Presentation FYl (UNCLASSIFIED)

Attachments: reducedGDE MIT BK LA LLC HIGH FENCE.pdf

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
This information is for your records.

The Sponsor of GDE requested a meeting with MG Wehr and this meeting took place on October 22, 2015, in Broussard,
LA. This is the presentation that the Sponsor provided for those attending. The meeting was attended by: MVD:
Major General Wehr, Bitsy Sloan (OC), and Dennis Norris; MVN: Colonel Hansen, Martin Mayer, Steve Roth (OC); GDE:
Mr. Elliot (Sponsor) Mr. Barrios, Mr. Timmel and Eisenhauer (by phone). Mr. Barrios and Mr. Timmel and Mr.
Eisenhauer are a part of Mr. Elliot's legal.

Because of the inclusion of the game fence on the mitigation bank was not previously evaluated, MG Wehr offered to
have MVN, in consultation with the IRT, reassess the bank credits generated under the "with fence" scenario. Mr. Elliot
accepted this offer. Since such action would be considered an amendment to the bank, the Sponsor would be required
to submit a formal prospectus to initiate the mitigation bank review process.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Dedicated and Committed

to the Needs and Priorities
of this Nation

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM
To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal; Gutierrez, Raul;

Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet,
Sharon; Pitre, John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie
Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a detailed
prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to modifications proposed in
conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a detailed prospectus for the
mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT) has the information necessary to
evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d) (2) Prospectus. The prospectus must
provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient
level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The review process begins when the sponsor submits a
complete prospectus to the district engineer. For modifications of approved instruments, submittal of a new prospectus
is not required; instead, the sponsor must submit a written request for an instrument modification accompanied by
appropriate documentation. The district engineer must notify the sponsor within 30 days whether or not a submitted
prospectus is complete. A complete prospectus includes the following information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee
project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed, including
information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the physical,
chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned types of aquatic
resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of the
mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information defining what the
Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food plots, any detailed
information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in relation to, etc), information
on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation bank management plan, as well as a
complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate all non-compliance issues on the site. The
request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide such basic information (including maps, plan view
and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a better understanding of what actually exists and what path
forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation bank or if you
would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted. Also, if you would
like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee





Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 9:27 AM
To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal; Gutierrez, Raul;

Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet,
Sharon; Pitre, John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie
Subject: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date
Attachments: 5-11-16 to IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps.pdf

In this e-mail | requested a response by May 23 (looked at wrong date on calendar) but in fact | need a response today
so that | can prepare a letter for the Sponsor.

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Heffner, Robert A MVN <Robert.A.Heffner@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:11 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Mayer, Martin S MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

I'll mark my calendar as a tentative trip.

Thanks,
Rob

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:10 PM

To: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Raul said that he would like to join us as well. 1 am going to propose to Mr. Elliott that next Wednesday, June 24 would
be the best date for us.

Thanks

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 1:33 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Rob
are we scheduled for an EPA enforcement call next Thursday? You may need to work around that too.
1





MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:48 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

What does everyone's schedule look like next week? Rob, | see you have down Blood Drive on Friday. I'm free all week
and can do any day next week. | will let Elliott know about the areas we need to look at. Thanks.

Brian

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:10 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,

The property is available anytime for you to tour. Next week is best for me and Friday's are usually the best day for me,
but with advance notice | can be available other days, assuming my work schedule will allow.

Please provide a list of the potential unauthorized work on my property, so | can be prepared to discuss them?
Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ®
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store®" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.





From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:31 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot,

| have been assigned to a case that reports that potential unauthorized work has occurred on property, owned by you,
specifically known as the GDE Mitigation Bank in Evangeline Parish. | would like to conduct a site visit to the property in
the next couple of weeks to investigate these reports. Is this a possibility? If so, please let me know what your schedule
is looking like or when would be the best time for you. If you have any questions, | can be reached at 504-862-2275.
Thank you.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE





Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN <Martin.S.Mayer@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 3:20 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Good work Brian, thanks for following through.

MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:10 PM

To: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Raul said that he would like to join us as well. 1 am going to propose to Mr. Elliott that next Wednesday, June 24 would
be the best date for us.

Thanks

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 1:33 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Rob
are we scheduled for an EPA enforcement call next Thursday? You may need to work around that too.

MSM





From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:48 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

What does everyone's schedule look like next week? Rob, | see you have down Blood Drive on Friday. I'm free all week
and can do any day next week. | will let Elliott know about the areas we need to look at. Thanks.

Brian

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:10 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,

The property is available anytime for you to tour. Next week is best for me and Friday's are usually the best day for me,
but with advance notice | can be available other days, assuming my work schedule will allow.

Please provide a list of the potential unauthorized work on my property, so | can be prepared to discuss them?
Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ©
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store®" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.





From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:31 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot,

| have been assigned to a case that reports that potential unauthorized work has occurred on property, owned by you,
specifically known as the GDE Mitigation Bank in Evangeline Parish. | would like to conduct a site visit to the property in
the next couple of weeks to investigate these reports. Is this a possibility? If so, please let me know what your schedule
is looking like or when would be the best time for you. If you have any questions, | can be reached at 504-862-2275.
Thank you.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED





Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Gutierrez, Raul

Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2016 10:19 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Kitto, Alison; Seth Bordelon; joshua_marceaux@fws.gov; Joe Maryman; Matthew Weigel
Subject: RE: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

In addition to the information requested below, | would be interested in reviewing the following specific items:

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's hydrology

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of the site's vegetation

- Map showing previous, current, and planned/future condition of other site features (ponds, food plots, shooting lanes,
fence ROW, etc.)

- A site restoration plan or similar adaptive management plan that details the work to be undertaken to achieve the
planned/future condition of the site. This, along with the maps, will determine the credit potential, if any, of the site.

- Plan for amending the Conservation Servitude.

We may provide additional comments or suggestions as we receive more information regarding this bank.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 3:55 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@la.gov>;
Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a detailed
prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to modifications proposed in

1





conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting a detailed prospectus for the
mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT) has the information necessary to
evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d) (2) Prospectus. The prospectus must
provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient
level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The review process begins when the sponsor submits a
complete prospectus to the district engineer. For modifications of approved instruments, submittal of a new prospectus
is not required; instead, the sponsor must submit a written request for an instrument modification accompanied by
appropriate documentation. The district engineer must notify the sponsor within 30 days whether or not a submitted
prospectus is complete. A complete prospectus includes the following information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee
project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed, including
information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the physical,
chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned types of aquatic
resources and functions; and -Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of the
mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information defining what the
Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food plots, any detailed
information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in relation to, etc), information
on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation bank management plan, as well as a
complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate all non-compliance issues on the site. The
request for the information as provided in a prospectus would provide such basic information (including maps, plan view
and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to gain a better understanding of what actually exists and what path
forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation bank or if you
would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted. Also, if you would
like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Richard Hartman - NOAA Federal <richard.hartman@noaa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2016 8:11 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal; Gutierrez, Raul;

Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre, John;
Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie
Subject: Re: Information request to GDE MB Sponsor

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Jacqueline - given this is a non-tidal bank, NMFS won't be providing a response. Thanks for the coordination.
Rick
On Mon, May 2, 2016 at 3:55 PM, Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

wrote:
IRT Members:

It was requested by the Corps (both MVD and MVN) that the Sponsor of the GDE Mitigation Bank provide a
detailed prospectus to allow for agency review and reassessment of the GDE Mitigation Bank due to
modifications proposed in conjunction with the bank (one of which is a high fence). The purpose of requesting
a detailed prospectus for the mitigation bank modification is to ensure that the Interagency Review Team (IRT)
has the information necessary to evaluate his request for credit re-assessment. According to 33 CFR 332.8 (d)
(2) Prospectus. The prospectus must provide a summary of the information regarding the proposed mitigation
bank or in-lieu fee program, at a sufficient level of detail to support informed public and IRT comment. The
review process begins when the sponsor submits a complete prospectus to the district engineer. For
modifications of approved instruments, submittal of a new prospectus is not required; instead, the sponsor must
submit a written request for an instrument modification accompanied by appropriate documentation. The
district engineer must notify the sponsor within 30 days whether or not a submitted prospectus is complete. A
complete prospectus includes the following information:

-The objectives of the proposed mitigation bank or in-lie fee program.

-How the mitigation bank or in-lieu fee program will be established and operated.

-The proposed service area.

-The proposed ownership arrangements and long-term management strategy for the mitigation bank or in-lieu
fee project sites.

-The qualifications of the sponsor to successfully complete the types(s) of mitigation project(s) proposed,
including information describing any past such activities by the sponsor.

-The ecological suitability of the site to achieve the objectives of the proposed mitigation bank, including the
physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of the bank site and how that site will support the planned
types of aquatic resources and functions; and

-Assurance of sufficient water rights to support the long-term sustainability of the mitigation bank.

The reason behind asking the Sponsor for this information is that CEMVN has not received information
defining what the Sponsor proposes as the absolute bank acreage, the location of all ponds, travel lanes, food
plots, any detailed information about the high fence located on the bank, including (structure, right-of-way in
relation to, etc), information on animal breeding operation and how it would be integrated into the mitigation
bank management plan, as well as a complete adaptive management plan that would detail intent to remediate
all non-compliance issues on the site. The request for the information as provided in a prospectus would
provide such basic information (including maps, plan view and cross sectional drawings, etc.) to enable us to

1





gain a better understanding of what actually exists and what path forward is proposed.

Please let me know if you feel this information would be adequate for your re-evaluation of this mitigation
bank or if you would like a request for additional information along with what we have requested be submitted.
Also, if you would like copies of any other correspondence that we have had with the Sponsor please let me
know.

Thanks for your coordination.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.







Gutierrez, Raul

From: Matthew Weigel <mweigel@wilf.la.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:31 PM
To: Gutierrez, Raul; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla;

Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh;
Joe Maryman; Sharon McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John ; Kelley Templet; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie

Zumo
Subject: RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Jacqueline,

Although the sponsor's argument for maintaining the fence was stated, Exhibit 9 does not provide the essential
information requested by the USACE and IRT members. We believe that the information enumerated within the
USACE's and EPA's previous emails (May 02, 2016 and May 05, 2016 respectively) and referenced within USFWS
response (May 06, 2016) should be provided to the IRT. We too would like to review a complete information package.

Thanks for coordinating,
Matt Weigel

42371 Phyllis Ann Drive
Hammond, LA 70403
Phone (985) 543-4777

Habitat Section

This electronic mail transmission may constitute an attorney-client communication that is privileged at law. It is not
intended for transmission to, or receipt by, any unauthorized persons. If you have received this electronic mail
transmission in error, please delete it from your system without copying it, and notify the sender by reply e-mail, so that
our address record can be corrected. All statements made in this electronic mail transmission are solely the opinions and
advice of the parties involved and should not be construed as statements of law

From: Gutierrez, Raul [mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:21 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Kyle Balkum; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal; Hartman,
Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Joe Maryman; Sharon McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John ; Kelley
Templet; Matthew Weigel; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie Zumo

Subject: RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

This does not adequately answer any of my previous questions. In addition, a few more issues are raised below.
-The final sentence of paragraph one states that the fence will only be there for a limited number of years. We need to
know how much longer they intend to keep the fence. This can be addressed in maps depicting past, present, and

future/planned conditions, but a specific time frame should be included in the narrative portion of their proposal.

-Paragraph two begins with a reference to authorization from CEMVN. The EPA does not have a copy in our records and
would very much appreciate a copy of this document.





-Paragraph four states that the herd is kept below the carrying capacity. The EPA is interested in reviewing how the
calculations were performed, and how the sponsor will certify that the reported number of animals on site is true.
Additionally, we would like the opportunity to review the browse surveys that demonstrate the herd is below the
carrying capacity.

Thanks for the opportunity to review and comment on the letter provided by the applicant. We look forward to
reviewing the complete information package once it is made available.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 9:27 AM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>;
Pitre, John <john.pitre@Ia.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

In this e-mail | requested a response by May 23 (looked at wrong date on calendar) but in fact | need a response today
so that | can prepare a letter for the Sponsor.

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Gutierrez, Raul
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:21 PM
To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Davis, Dawn -

NOAA Federal; Hartman, Richard; Fontenot, Alison; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe;
Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre, John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie
Subject: RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

This does not adequately answer any of my previous questions. In addition, a few more issues are raised below.

-The final sentence of paragraph one states that the fence will only be there for a limited number of years. We need to
know how much longer they intend to keep the fence. This can be addressed in maps depicting past, present, and
future/planned conditions, but a specific time frame should be included in the narrative portion of their proposal.

-Paragraph two begins with a reference to authorization from CEMVN. The EPA does not have a copy in our records and
would very much appreciate a copy of this document.

-Paragraph four states that the herd is kept below the carrying capacity. The EPA is interested in reviewing how the
calculations were performed, and how the sponsor will certify that the reported number of animals on site is true.
Additionally, we would like the opportunity to review the browse surveys that demonstrate the herd is below the
carrying capacity.

Thanks for the opportunity to review and comment on the letter provided by the applicant. We look forward to
reviewing the complete information package once it is made available.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371

Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 9:27 AM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlIf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@la.gov>;
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Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>
Subject: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

In this e-mail | requested a response by May 23 (looked at wrong date on calendar) but in fact | need a response today
so that | can prepare a letter for the Sponsor.

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>

Monday, August 08, 2016 12:59 PM

Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,
Richard; Howard, Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre,
John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

GDE #2

Exhibit 06 (part 2 of 2) to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of GDE
Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 07 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of
GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 08 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-
assessment of GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 04 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to
Corps re-assessment of GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 05 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re
response to Corps re-assessment of GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 06 (part 1 of 2) to McGlone
6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf

Follow up
Completed

Jacqueline R. Farabee
Environmental Resources Specialist
Special Projects and Policy Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 3:12 PM

To: Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

Thanks for your quick response.

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.

From: Gutierrez, Raul [mailto:Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 12:21 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>; Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wilf.la.gov>;
Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla <twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA
Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>;
Pitre, John <john.pitre@Ia.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

This does not adequately answer any of my previous questions. In addition, a few more issues are raised below.

-The final sentence of paragraph one states that the fence will only be there for a limited number of years. We need to
know how much longer they intend to keep the fence. This can be addressed in maps depicting past, present, and
future/planned conditions, but a specific time frame should be included in the narrative portion of their proposal.

-Paragraph two begins with a reference to authorization from CEMVN. The EPA does not have a copy in our records and
would very much appreciate a copy of this document.

-Paragraph four states that the herd is kept below the carrying capacity. The EPA is interested in reviewing how the
calculations were performed, and how the sponsor will certify that the reported number of animals on site is true.
Additionally, we would like the opportunity to review the browse surveys that demonstrate the herd is below the
carrying capacity.

Thanks for the opportunity to review and comment on the letter provided by the applicant. We look forward to
reviewing the complete information package once it is made available.

Raul Gutierrez, Ph.D.
Wetlands Section (6WQ-EM)
US EPA Region 6

(504) 862-2371





Office:

US Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District
CEMVN-OD-SC

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 9:27 AM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlIf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Davis, Dawn - NOAA Federal <dawn.davis@noaa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison
<Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@la.gov>;
Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: IRT GDE Exhibit 9 as presented to the Corps change in response date

In this e-mail | requested a response by May 23 (looked at wrong date on calendar) but in fact | need a response today
so that | can prepare a letter for the Sponsor.

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Gutierrez, Raul

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 8:07 AM

To: Martinez, Maria

Subject: RE: Question Regarding Mitigation Bank Situation

GDE Investments in Evangeline Parish, New Orleans District — credits have been suspended since Sept 2012
There are several other banks where credits haven’t been suspended, but they haven’t attained the next performance

standards/success criteria, so they haven’t gotten a credit release. Most, if not all, should still have credits from previous
credit releases still available for sale.

From: Martinez, Maria

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 12:36 PM

To: Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: Question Regarding Mitigation Bank Situation

Raul,

What was the name of the mitigation bank which the Corps was going to suspend credit releases? Where is it? What
District?

Thanks,

Maria






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN <Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:10 PM

To: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Raul said that he would like to join us as well. | am going to propose to Mr. Elliott that next Wednesday, June 24 would
be the best date for us.

Thanks

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 1:33 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Rob
are we scheduled for an EPA enforcement call next Thursday? You may need to work around that too.

MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:48 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE





What does everyone's schedule look like next week? Rob, | see you have down Blood Drive on Friday. I'm free all week
and can do any day next week. | will let Elliott know about the areas we need to look at. Thanks.

Brian

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:10 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,

The property is available anytime for you to tour. Next week is best for me and Friday's are usually the best day for me,
but with advance notice | can be available other days, assuming my work schedule will allow.

Please provide a list of the potential unauthorized work on my property, so | can be prepared to discuss them?
Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ©
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store*" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:31 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot,





| have been assigned to a case that reports that potential unauthorized work has occurred on property, owned by you,
specifically known as the GDE Mitigation Bank in Evangeline Parish. | would like to conduct a site visit to the property in
the next couple of weeks to investigate these reports. Is this a possibility? If so, please let me know what your schedule
is looking like or when would be the best time for you. If you have any questions, | can be reached at 504-862-2275.
Thank you.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN <Martin.S.Mayer@usace.army.mil>

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 3:30 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Excellent plan, Brian. Thanks for bringing this together.

Martin

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 3:28 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

According to Greg Elliott, Andrew Harrison will be accompanying us on the site visit as well. No surprises there. |let
him know that Rob, Jacqueline, and Raul would be in attendance as well. We will try to leave as close to 6 am next
Wednesday as possible. Please put it on your calendars. Thanks.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 3:20 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Good work Brian, thanks for following through.





MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 2:10 PM

To: Mayer, Martin S MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Gutierrez, Raul
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Raul said that he would like to join us as well. 1 am going to propose to Mr. Elliott that next Wednesday, June 24 would
be the best date for us.

Thanks

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

From: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 1:33 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN; Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Rob
are we scheduled for an EPA enforcement call next Thursday? You may need to work around that too.

MSM

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:48 PM

To: Heffner, Robert A MVN; Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Mayer, Martin S MVN

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE





What does everyone's schedule look like next week? Rob, | see you have down Blood Drive on Friday. I'm free all week
and can do any day next week. | will let Elliott know about the areas we need to look at. Thanks.

Brian

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 12:10 PM

To: Oberlies, Brian M MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Brian,

The property is available anytime for you to tour. Next week is best for me and Friday's are usually the best day for me,
but with advance notice | can be available other days, assuming my work schedule will allow.

Please provide a list of the potential unauthorized work on my property, so | can be prepared to discuss them?
Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International ®
Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464
Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com
website: www.workstrings.com

Download the Workstrings International Pipe Specification App on the App Store*" or Google Play™

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

From: Oberlies, Brian M MVN [mailto:Brian.M.Oberlies@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2015 11:31 AM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: GDE Mitigation Bank - Potential Unauthorized Activities (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Mr. Elliot,





| have been assigned to a case that reports that potential unauthorized work has occurred on property, owned by you,
specifically known as the GDE Mitigation Bank in Evangeline Parish. | would like to conduct a site visit to the property in
the next couple of weeks to investigate these reports. Is this a possibility? If so, please let me know what your schedule
is looking like or when would be the best time for you. If you have any questions, | can be reached at 504-862-2275.
Thank you.

Brian

Brian M. Oberlies

Regulatory Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans District
504-862-2275 O

504-390-7663 BB

504-862-1697 F
brian.m.oberlies@usace.army.mil

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE











Gutierrez, Raul

From: Holland, Patti <patti_holland@fws.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, November 26, 2013 12:39 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: Re: FW: GDE response to Compliance Letter from CEMVN (UNCLASSIFIED)
Jacqueline,

I could go with either option, but Option B would be the most logical. It would allow a quicker resolution for all
parties.

Patti

On Mon, Nov 25, 2013 at 2:12 PM, Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
wrote:

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Caveats: NONE

Per our conversation at IRT meeting see Mr. Elliot's e-mail below. Please let me know if you have any
comments. Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

----- Original Message-----

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 10:08 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

Jacqueline,

I have attached 2 maps for your consideration proposing 2 additional options for the GDE Investments La.,
LLC Mitigation Bank.

Option A: See attachment 1 map: Would move part of the fence in the southern part of the bank. The revised
bank total wetland area outside the fence as per the July 8, 2013 JD would be 165.3 acres. Since 73
acres/credits have already been sold the remaining bank wetland acres for option A after resolving all
compliance issues would 92.3 acres. | estimate completing the compliance work and removing the section of
fence to be completed by late spring to the summer of 2014.

1





Option B: See attachment 2 map: Is the current existing wetlands as per the July 8, 2013 JD that exist outside
the fenced area which totals 87.6 acres. Since 73 acres/credits have been sold the remaining wetland bank acres
for option B after resolving all compliance issues would be 14.6 acres. | would estimate the field work to be
completed by the end of 2013.

As | have mentioned we have been doing field work to remove the naturally recruited pine and Chinese tallow
trees since early September. There will be no issues complying with the MBI regarding the planted trees once
this field work is completed.

Should you have any questions feel free to contact me.

Regards,

Greg

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2013 5:02 PM

To: Elliott, Greg

Subject: RE: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Greg:

The letter dated November 7, 2013, presented four acceptable options to you, of which number 1 of your
preliminary questions is included. This would have to be 73 acres of wetland restoration.

As far as the 87.6 acres, please send a map and detailed description of what you are proposing. Please note this
87.6 acres would have to contain at least 73 acres of wetland restoration.

Thanks

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 1:35 PM
To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN






Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)

My preliminary questions are as follows:

1. B option: confirm if north fence is moved back to allow 73 acres to not be fenced that is acceptable?
2. Why can the southern 87.6 acres outside the fence not be used to satisfy the 73 acre requirement?

3. Why can the bank not be reduced to 87.6 acres which is outside the fence? This acreage is near to being
fully compliant as a result of recent field work removing the volunteer pine and tallow trees.

I am further investigating the definition of "partitioning by fence". Then my question would be why can the
bank not be reduced to the 279.4 acres currently inside the fence?

Regards,

Greg

Sent from my iPad

On Nov 12, 2013, at 3:09 PM, "Farabee, Jacqueline R MVVN" <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil> wrote:

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

> Caveats: NONE

>

> Greq,

>

> You can discuss any questions you have with me.
>

> Thanks

>

> Jacqueline Farabee

> Environmental Resources Specialist
> U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

> New Orleans District

> (504) 862-2595

>

> Through deeds not words,

> we are BUILDING STRONG

> From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]

> Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 2:22 PM

> To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

> Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)
>

> Jacqgeline,






>
> After a brief review of the letter | have clarification questions to options b and c. Should I discuss this with
you are Martin?

>

> Greg

> oo Original Message -----

> From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]
> Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 12:45 PM

> To: Elliott, Greg

> Subject: GDE Compliance Letter (UNCLASSIFIED)
>

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

> Caveats: NONE

>

> Mr. Elliot:

>

> | have attached the compliance letter you have been waiting for. | will send the hard copy also.
>

> |f you have any questions please contact me.
>

> Jacqueline Farabee

> Environmental Resources Specialist
> U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
> New Orleans District

> (504) 862-2595

>

> Through deeds not words,

> we are BUILDING STRONG

>

>

>

>

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
> Caveats: NONE

>

>

>

> Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
> Caveats: NONE

>

>

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE











Gutierrez, Raul

From: Gutierrez, Raul

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2016 1:02 PM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Seth Bordelon; Marceaux, Joshua; Weigel, Matthew; Maryman, Joe
Subject: RE: GDE # 4

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

It would be nice to have an updated JD. Also, they treated for tallow in 2012, and submitted an adaptive management
plan for pine in 2014. We need to know if the treatments worked and what the resulting tree survivorship is (along with
% hard to soft mast ratios). A four-year-old monitoring report isn't sufficient to get an idea of what the site looks like.
Raul Gutierrez

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 1:09 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle <kbalkum@wlf.la.gov>; Bordelon, Seth <seth_bordelon@fws.gov>; Cheatwood, Twyla
<twyla.cheatwood@noaa.gov>; Fontenot, Alison <Fontenot.Alison@epa.gov>; Gutierrez, Raul
<Gutierrez.Raul@epa.gov>; Hartman, Richard <Richard.Hartman@noaa.gov>; Howard, Brandon
<brandon.howard@noaa.gov>; Mallarch, Troy <troy.mallach@la.usda.gov>; Marceaux, Josh
<joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>; Maryman, Joe <jmaryman@wlf.la.gov>; Pecquet, Sharon <Sharon.pecquet@Ia.gov>;
Pitre, John <john.pitre@la.usda.gov>; Templet, Kelley <Kelley.templet@la.gov>; Weigel, Matt <mweigel@wlf.la.gov>;
Williams, Patrick <patrick.williams@noaa.gov>; Zumo, Stephanie <Stephanie.zumo@Ia.gov>

Subject: GDE #4

As you have now read in the previous attachments the Sponsor feels he has sent all of the information that we have
requested, to use for our review, in previous packages/reports/responses/etc. So | have looked through the
correspondence and the Bl and the rest of the file to come up with the best assemblage of drawings that we could use
but this assemblage is still lacking in order for us to answer certain questions. The following are some of the questions

or thoughts that | have.

1. To calculate the acreage that surrounds the fence and is cleared we would need to know the width of the area from
the fence to the end of the cleared area.

2. He gives different acreages for the planting acres as you can see and | have itemized in my chart. | feel these
acreages need to be confirmed. What are we looking at now?

3. Same as number 2 for the ponds, food plots, roads.

4. | think we should have the dimensions for the roadways, food plots and ponds to be able to verify any acreage that
may be provided for these.

5. There are no cross sections showing the level of roads, ponds, food plots, fence line etc.

6. Have any culverts been installed or any other hydrologic manipulation incorporated in the ponds in conjunction with
the bank?

Please let me know what kind of information you believe we are lacking to evaluate the bank in its present state.





| will be e-mailing the monitoring report also so that you won't have to look it up.
If you could get back to me within 10 days that would be great. (Fri. 8-19).
Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Joshua Marceaux <joshua_marceaux@fws.gov>

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2016 11:05 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Cc: Kyle Balkum; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Mallach, Troy; Pecquet, Sharon;

john.pitre@la.usda.gov; Kelley.Templet@la.gov; Weigel, Matt; Stephanie.Zumo@la.gov;
jmaryman@wlf.la.gov

Subject: RE: GDE # 4

Attachments: USFWS_comments_requesting_additional_information_on_fence.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Jacqueline,

I'm now the FWS POC for this mb. We reviewed the information and I'm not sure if the sponsor addressed our questions
in the attachment. If those questions/concerns have not been addressed, we recommend that they be added to your
questions below. If our questions in the attachment have been addressed by the sponsor, please send that to us.

Thanks,

Joshua Marceaux

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Southwest Louisiana National Wildlife Refuge Complex Lacassine National Wildlife Refuge
209 Nature Road

Lake Arthur, LA 70549

Ph: 337/774-5923

Fx: 337/774-9913

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

[mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 1:09 PM

To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Howard,
Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre, John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt;
Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

Subject: GDE # 4

As you have now read in the previous attachments the Sponsor feels he has sent all of the information that we have
requested, to use for our review, in previous packages/reports/responses/etc. So | have looked through the
correspondence and the Bl and the rest of the file to come up with the best assemblage of drawings that we could use
but this assemblage is still lacking in order for us to answer certain questions. The following are some of the questions
or thoughts that | have.

1. To calculate the acreage that surrounds the fence and is cleared we would need to know the width of the area from
the fence to the end of the cleared area.

2. He gives different acreages for the planting acres as you can see and |
have itemized in my chart. |feel these acreages need to be confirmed.
What are we looking at now?





3. Same as number 2 for the ponds, food plots, roads.

4. | think we should have the dimensions for the roadways, food plots and ponds to be able to verify any acreage that
may be provided for these.

5. There are no cross sections showing the level of roads, ponds, food plots, fence line etc.

6. Have any culverts been installed or any other hydrologic manipulation incorporated in the ponds in conjunction with
the bank?

Please let me know what kind of information you believe we are lacking to evaluate the bank in its present state.
| will be e-mailing the monitoring report also so that you won't have to look it up.

If you could get back to me within 10 days that would be great. (Fri.
8-19).

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Joe Maryman <jmaryman@wilf.la.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 9:58 AM

To: 'Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN'

Cc: Kyle Balkum; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Howard, Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Sharon McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John
; Kelley Templet; Matthew Weigel; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie Zumo

Subject: RE: GDE # 4
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Jacqueline,

The information that has already been requested by Corps, EPA, USFWS seem to be sufficient to LDWF. We have no
additional request at this time.

Thanks

Joe Maryman

Biologist

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries jmaryman@wlf.louisiana.gov
225-765-2380

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN [mailto:Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil]

Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 1:09 PM

To: Kyle Balkum; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Howard,
Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Joe Maryman; Sharon McCarthy Pecquet; Pitre, John ; Kelley Templet;
Matthew Weigel; Williams, Patrick; Stephanie Zumo

Subject: GDE # 4

As you have now read in the previous attachments the Sponsor feels he has sent all of the information that we have
requested, to use for our review, in previous packages/reports/responses/etc. So | have looked through the
correspondence and the Bl and the rest of the file to come up with the best assemblage of drawings that we could use
but this assemblage is still lacking in order for us to answer certain questions. The following are some of the questions
or thoughts that | have.

1. To calculate the acreage that surrounds the fence and is cleared we would need to know the width of the area from
the fence to the end of the cleared area.

2. He gives different acreages for the planting acres as you can see and | have itemized in my chart. |feel these
acreages need to be confirmed. What are we looking at now?

3. Same as number 2 for the ponds, food plots, roads.

4. | think we should have the dimensions for the roadways, food plots and ponds to be able to verify any acreage that
may be provided for these.





5. There are no cross sections showing the level of roads, ponds, food plots, fence line etc.

6. Have any culverts been installed or any other hydrologic manipulation incorporated in the ponds in conjunction with
the bank?

Please let me know what kind of information you believe we are lacking to evaluate the bank in its present state.
| will be e-mailing the monitoring report also so that you won't have to look it up.

If you could get back to me within 10 days that would be great. (Fri. 8-19).

Thanks

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Ettinger, John
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 9:08 AM
To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa; Brenda A Archer; Kyle Balkum;

Brian W Breaux; Davis, Chris; Gutierrez, Raul; Richard Hartman; Holcombe, Jim; Patti Holland;
Stephen D Pfeffer; Seth Bordelon; Templet, Kelley; Patrick Williams
Subject: Re: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Were there any adjacent BLH areas that could serve as a reference? If so, were there pines in those areas? At this point,
with no further information, I'd think we'd want to hold pines to a fairly low threshold (e.g., 5-10% basal area, at
maximum). But this is highly speculative; I'd defer to anyone with a more informed proposal.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 8:53:02 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Breaux, Brian
W MVN; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Pfeffer, Stephen D
MVN; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: RE: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Does anyone have any ideas?

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:22 PM

To: Pennington, Dana; 'Abernathy, Lisa '; Archer, Brenda; Balkum, Kyle; 'Breaux, Brian'; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John;
Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; 'Pfeffer, Stephen'; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet,
Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| had a brief meeting with Greg Elliot the owner of the GDE Bank. We have suspended credits because:
1. No monitoring reports were provided

2. There were too many volunteer pines and Tallow on the site.

3. There were "fire lanes" but this is a bottomland hardwood bank.

4. There were ponds





5. Etc.
The letter that was sent is attached.

Attached are a few photos. Please read his e-mail below and provide some feedback about the percentage of pines that
would be acceptable in your point of view. Any other comments/information would be welcome.

CEMVN has not finished looking at the information that was submitted for the JD. | will get that to you as soon as | can.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 8:00 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes

Ms. Jacqueline,

| have contracted Templin Forestry to plant the subject 3 lanes in hardwood seedlings that we discussed last
Wednesday. This should be done in the next week.

Also, | have discussed removing some of the volunteer pine that are mixed in the hardwood plant with several forestry

contractors. Once the ID is determined | would ask the IRT to provide me an acceptable percent of pine per acre for the
GDE Mitigation Bank? At that time | will start work to comply with maximum pine per acre for the mitigation bank. Any
hack and spray work would not be done until early fall or when the sap begins to drop in the trees.

| look forward to finalizing the JD determination and all fulfilling all other concerns you had to allow credits sales to be
re-instated.

Regards,

Greg Elliott
President
Workstrings International (r)





Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com <mailto:greg@workstrings.com>
website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 8:53 AM
To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN; Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum,

Kyle; Breaux, Brian W MVN; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard;
Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Pfeffer, Stephen D MVN; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley;
Williams, Patrick

Subject: RE: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Does anyone have any ideas?

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:22 PM

To: Pennington, Dana; 'Abernathy, Lisa '; Archer, Brenda; Balkum, Kyle; 'Breaux, Brian'; Davis, Chris; Ettinger, John;
Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; 'Pfeffer, Stephen'; Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet,
Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| had a brief meeting with Greg Elliot the owner of the GDE Bank. We have suspended credits because:
1. No monitoring reports were provided

2. There were too many volunteer pines and Tallow on the site.

3. There were "fire lanes" but this is a bottomland hardwood bank.

4. There were ponds

5. Etc.

The letter that was sent is attached.

Attached are a few photos. Please read his e-mail below and provide some feedback about the percentage of pines that
would be acceptable in your point of view. Any other comments/information would be welcome.

CEMVN has not finished looking at the information that was submitted for the JD. | will get that to you as soon as | can.

Jacqueline Farabee





Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG

From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 8:00 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes

Ms. Jacqueline,

| have contracted Templin Forestry to plant the subject 3 lanes in hardwood seedlings that we discussed last
Wednesday. This should be done in the next week.

Also, | have discussed removing some of the volunteer pine that are mixed in the hardwood plant with several forestry

contractors. Once the JD is determined | would ask the IRT to provide me an acceptable percent of pine per acre for the
GDE Mitigation Bank? At that time | will start work to comply with maximum pine per acre for the mitigation bank. Any
hack and spray work would not be done until early fall or when the sap begins to drop in the trees.

I look forward to finalizing the JD determination and all fulfilling all other concerns you had to allow credits sales to be
re-instated.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International (r)

Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com <mailto:greg@workstrings.com>
website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information

2





transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN <Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 12:59 PM
To: Balkum, Kyle; Bordelon, Seth; Cheatwood, Twyla; Fontenot, Alison; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman,

Richard; Howard, Brandon ; Mallarch, Troy; Marceaux, Josh; Maryman, Joe; Pecquet, Sharon; Pitre,
John ; Templet, Kelley; Weigel, Matt; Williams, Patrick; Zumo, Stephanie

Subject: GDE #3

Attachments: Exhibit 11 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of GDE Mitigation
Bank.pdf; Exhibit 12 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of GDE
Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 09 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-assessment of
GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf; Exhibit 10 to McGlone 6-24-16 letter, in re response to Corps re-
assessment of GDE Mitigation Bank.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Jacqueline R. Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist

Special Projects and Policy Section

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Have patience. Worthwhile work takes time.






Gutierrez, Raul

From: Gutierrez, Raul

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 5:25 PM

To: Ettinger, John

Subject: RE: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)
No problem.

From: Ettinger, John

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:31 PM

To: Gutierrez, Raul

Subject: Fw: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

| can handle this one, if okay with you.

From: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Sent: Monday, April 08, 2013 4:22:55 PM

To: Pennington, Dana; Abernathy, Lisa ; Archer, Brenda A MVN; Balkum, Kyle; Breaux, Brian W MVN; Davis, Chris;
Ettinger, John; Gutierrez, Raul; Hartman, Richard; Holcombe, Jim; Holland, Patti; Pfeffer, Stephen D MVN;
Seth_Bordelon@fws.gov; Templet, Kelley; Williams, Patrick

Subject: FW: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

| had a brief meeting with Greg Elliot the owner of the GDE Bank. We have suspended credits because:
1. No monitoring reports were provided

2. There were too many volunteer pines and Tallow on the site.

3. There were "fire lanes" but this is a bottomland hardwood bank.

4. There were ponds

5. Etc.

The letter that was sent is attached.

Attached are a few photos. Please read his e-mail below and provide some feedback about the percentage of pines that
would be acceptable in your point of view. Any other comments/information would be welcome.

CEMVN has not finished looking at the information that was submitted for the JD. | will get that to you as soon as | can.

Jacqueline Farabee

Environmental Resources Specialist
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District

(504) 862-2595

Through deeds not words,
we are BUILDING STRONG





From: Elliott, Greg [mailto:Greg.Elliott@workstrings.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 06, 2013 8:00 AM

To: Farabee, Jacqueline R MVN

Subject: GDE (3) Mitigation Bank Lanes

Ms. Jacqueline,

| have contracted Templin Forestry to plant the subject 3 lanes in hardwood seedlings that we discussed last
Wednesday. This should be done in the next week.

Also, | have discussed removing some of the volunteer pine that are mixed in the hardwood plant with several forestry

contractors. Once the ID is determined | would ask the IRT to provide me an acceptable percent of pine per acre for the
GDE Mitigation Bank? At that time | will start work to comply with maximum pine per acre for the mitigation bank. Any
hack and spray work would not be done until early fall or when the sap begins to drop in the trees.

I look forward to finalizing the JD determination and all fulfilling all other concerns you had to allow credits sales to be
re-instated.

Regards,

Greg Elliott

President

Workstrings International (r)

Toll Free: 1-888-978-7464

Phone: 337-989-9675

Cell: 337-298-6084

Fax: 337-492-0012

email: greg@workstrings.com <mailto:greg@workstrings.com>
website: www.workstrings.com <http://www.workstrings.com>

This message and any attachments accompanying it from Workstrings, L.L.C. is intended only for use by the addressee(s)
shown above. It contains information that may be privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure law. If you
are not the intended recipient of this message, you are notified that copying, use, or distrubution of information
transmitted in or with this message is strictly prohibited. If you received this message by mistake, please immediately
call us at (337) 989-9675 and destroy the original message.

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE










